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BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
OLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 

r cial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 

" for several years past, and to intimate that he 

BEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, ebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
n a Prize MEDAL was anufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 

at the Great Ex: TION of 1851, for “Gas | Prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 

OTHER OnsHets in Firz CLay.” | and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 

have been for many years the most | Of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 

facturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the | Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notige, 

m; orders for Fire-Clay Retorts | 82d 0n the most reasonable terms. 

, Fire Bricks, and every London Agents: 

promptly executed at . JAMES LAWRIE & ©O., 

63, OLp Broap Street, City, Lonpon. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. | 
IRE-CLAY Retorts and Fire Goods. | 
The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts 
to great perfection, both as te quality and finish. Many | 
have stood three and four years. ' | 
Every description of Fire Goods in any quantity al- J 
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ways on hand, The Fire Clay is the very best in the 
North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons 
weathering. 
Orders promptly executed. , 
Apply, G. H. Ramsay, of Derwenthaugb Fire-Brick 
Works, near N EWCASTLE-ON-TYINB. 
Aug. 22, 1856. 








County CHAMBERS, 
CorNHILL, Lonpown, E.C. 


R. R. P. SPICE, of Richmond, 


respectfully announces that, for greater con- 
venience, he has removed the business of his Office to 





STOCKPORT BOROUGH GAS-WORKS. 


Coal and 
Quay Sipz, Nr TO TAR AND AMMONIA DISTILLERS. 





the above address. ° 
imates, prepared for | HE Gas Committee of the Corpo- 
the Erection or Improvement Estimates, prepared for | eingt PRIZE I THE PARIS EXHIBITION, iE Gas Committee of the Corpo- 
Agent for the Purchase, Sale, or Leasing of Pro- eS ae ceiving TENDERS for the TAR and AMMONIA 


vincial Gas-Works, 
The Green, Richmond, 8.W.., Jan, 2, 1860. 


‘ER-FITTERS. 
TO GAS AND WATER-F Jo2N RUS 


produced at their Works. 
Parties tendering will pléase state their price per 
barrel of 250 gallons, also the term of years for which 


AN dD € 0., they are willing to contract. 











ANTED a ood Workman, who Particulars as to uautity, &c., may be had from 
W can Lay erties Repair and Fix Meters, and THE OLD TUBE WORKS, nn yas the Engineer, at the Gas Offices in 
has a knowledge of fitting houses with iron, lead, and | CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; * ‘By Order 
| composition pipe. ALMA WORKS : : i 

Apply to Mr. I. TaxteR, Gas-Works, Fareham, | WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE: Gas Offices, Millgate, mae Chairman. 
HANTS. and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, Sept. 27, 1860. 
— Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes, 
A GAS Manager for a Provincial and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
WORK, about nine miles from London. First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Stam | BOROUGH OF SOUTHAMPTON. 


WANTED, a good WORKING MANAGER, whois | Boilers. 











TO GAS COMPANIES, CONTRACTORS, AND 
ERS 





























capable of laying Mains, Services, repairing Gas-Fittings J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 








OTHERS. 
and Meters. for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders . * is 
Salary 30s., with good Five-roomed Cottage, Coals, may be executed in afew days. - XTENSION of Time for recelving 
and Gas. Must have a first-rate character for honesty, Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, TENDERS, 
| sobriety, &c. Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. NOTICE is hereby given, that the time for receiving 
Apply to Mesers. HuLeTrT and Co., HicGH HOLBORN. N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, TENDERS from any a Contractor, or other 
and Warranted. Person, for supplying gas to all the Public Lamps of 








} a 
| GAS PURIFIERS FOR SALE. the Town is extended from TUESDAY, the 2nd day of 
| 





° ° Wi is cm 0 fe . : 4 October next, until SATURDAY, the 3rd day of 
THE Edinburgh and Leith Gas Com- ill be Published in a few days, price 3s., ste Abt , y 
PANY have for SALE two pairs of sound Cast- HE CHEMISTRY OF GAS Detailed Specifications of the contract may be seen 
oe ae ee PP tery pe mn arog ly small | LIGHTING. =e Page nyo’ » me, at my office,on and after 
Gas- Works. n chest in one casting, 6 ft. square, AC ; fi the 2nd 3rd ursday, the 4th day of October next. 
and 3 ft. Sin, deep, inside mapeate with bg EH { wl oa ot Segme Som Be ans ant & s = pledge is given to accept the lowest or any other 
8 ers CO’ » and in- " ; N B.C. ender. By order, 
cluding the ? toeachixto be SOLD No. 11, Bott Court, Fieet Street, LONDON, E.C Cuantas £. Deacon, 
cheap, a6 ide the N.B. Railway Station JUST PUBLISHED Clerk to the Local Board of Health, 
at Leith. | > ° Southampton, Sept. 2S, 1860. 
Apply to Jouy Rerp, Engineer and Manager, Edin- | REPORT OF PRIS tS MS Pie, a 


burga and Leith Ges Company's Office, 8, nt ak HE PROCEEDINGS OF BOTH! ro gas comPpaANIEs AND CONTRACTORS. 


Street, EDINBURGH. bs 
+ ty ee HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT OR Sale, several len Hydraulic 
TO BE DISPOSED OF. } ON THE METROPOLIS GAS BILL, 1860, F MAIN, t4 inches Llengths of rah a uli 


CONDENSER. composed of twenty Reprinted from the Jovanas or Geo Leammtee, &e. | long, with 7 holes for DIP-PIPES. 
FOUR 7-in. Flanch 9-ft.-long Pipes, standit - een Se ee Also 4-inch ASCENSION-PIPES 

on wCistern. and connected at the top by Flanch-bends. | This Edition contains the Proceedings before the | and DIP-PIPES, and RETOR 
Eleven 17-inch SLIDE-VALVES dad * | Lords Committee, and other matter which is not in- | in excellent condition, an 
Ten G-inech do. ” cluded in the Blue Book or any other ——— price, and delivered, if 
All theabove are removed tomakeroomforalterations. | _N®- 11, Bout Court, Fieer Street, Lonpon, E.C. | in London. 


“tae To be seen, op 
Applications to be made to Mr. HENwoop, Gas- 4 
EORGE BOWE 


Works, OxForD. R, Equitable G- 
in i ee ee GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER, 























PIMLICO 








T° be Disposed of, very Cheap, and in | AND CONTRACTOR, — 
“= good condition, the undermentioned CASTINGS, | ST. NEOT’S, HUNTS. 
viz. -— . 
.- . 7 with | . References to between 100 and 200 Gas-Work 
eee Rk gg MAIN, with | signed and Erected by the Advertiser. 
Twenty-one 15-in. RETORT MOUTHPIECES, 
and 42 Cast-iron LIDS. OTTENHAM & EDM; 


Four OVEN DOORS AND FRAMES, several CUP- | ° c 
VALVES, and other Castings. | “NOTICE ic hereby give 

For further particulars and price, apply to Mr. J. L. GENER AL M EETING g 
Cocxer, Gas- Works, MERTHYR-TYDVIL. of this Company wit’, 


| Bishopsgate Strees 
EMOVAL—F. J. CANNINGS, | october instag 
ACCOUNTANT and AUDITOR, has removed precisely 
|to 17, Kina Street, Cuearsipg, Gas Companies’ | _The 
Accounts written up and balanced periodically at fixed | 15th 
annual charges, Mr. Cannings 4 had long ex- 
perience as Accountant to one of the London G; 
Companies, is well versed in the peculiarities o: 
Companies’ Accounts, and will contract to keep 
intend, balance, or audit, the Books of Comy 
the metropolis or any provincial town. 


Couxty and General Ga, 
COMPANY (LIMITED).—W 
Lea Bridge, Northfleet, Pembrok; 
Ware, and Walton-on-Thames, Py 
of about £5500 per annum. 
Established for the erection 0°; 
towns, or the purchase or leasi 
equitable terms, Applicatio 
remy to the Company, 
ALL MALL, 
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MEDALS AWARDED TO 


THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 





THOMAS GLOVER, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, anv 
ALLEN STREET, GOSWELL STREET, E.C. 

Established 1844. 


LORD REDESDALE’'S “SALE OF GAS BILL.” 
LONDON, August 15, 1859. 

Tuomas Gover takes the earliest opportunity of intimating to Gas Companies and his other Customers that, as Lord 
Redesdale’s ‘‘ Sale of Gas Bill” has determined the unit of measurement, he is now prepared to supply his Patent Dry Gas- 
Meters guaranteed to meet all the legal requirements of that bill. 
Tuomas Gtover confines his sole attention to the business of Gas-Meter Making. The propriety of his doing so is satis- 
factorily proved by his success; and, without the practice of any quackery, or any attempt to delude the public by an absurd 
exhibition of ‘‘ Old and New Valves,” his Meters are in general use by the Metropolitan Gas and other Companies in this 
Country and abroad. For example, one Metropolitan Company have now in use above 12,500 of his Patent Dry Gas- 
Meters; some of these Meters have been fixed for Fourteen Years, and are still in working order, without complaint from 
either the Company or the Consumer. 
Tuomas Grover thinks it necessary to put Gas Companies on their guard against parties selling Patent Dry Gas-Meters 
constructed in imitation of his, but unskilfully made on erroneous principles, and with improper and unsuitable materials. 
Tuomas Guiover’s Workshops are now the most extensive in this or any other Country, and he is thereby enabled 
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promptly to execute orders to any extent required. Purchasers may at any time inspect his Works and the Materials of which 
his Meters are constructed. He is ready to enter into Contracts with Gas Companies and others to uphold their Stock of his 
Meters for Twenty Years at an annual charge varying from 2} to 5 per cent., and to leave always in the hands of Gas Com-| 
panies Three Years’ charge for upholding, as a guarantee for the fulfilment of the Contract. 


TRUSS’S PATENT ELASTIC PIPE-JOINT, 
FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 


Is the only pzrrect joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion 
sad contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 
ing in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. 


Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to 


{VILLE TRUSS, C.E., 583, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


-CLAY GAS RETORTS. 
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at) IN 1795. 
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gm, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 
RACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 
















































despatch than by any other House. 


he manufacture, the Premises have been 
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ERRATA. 


The slipping of the type of pages 661 and 662 of the Share List of Gas 
Companies occasioned several inaccuracies, which are corrected in a sheet 








last number. ‘The following inaccuracies have also been pointed cut to 
us in the subsequent pages of the List :— 
Dover. . . Coals, for 12s. per ton, read 16s. 6d. 
Coke, for 13s. per chaldron, read 9s, 
Labourers, for 18s. per week, read 20s. 
Coals, for 7s. per ton, read 13s. 7d. 
Stokers, for 23s. 7d. per week, read 22s. 9d. 
Labourers, for 16s, 3d. per week, read 163. 6d. 
Oxford. . . Coals, for 15s. per ton, read 16s. 
Reading . . Coals, for 16s. per ton, read Neweastle coal 18s. per ton. 
Other coal, 15s. 4d. per ton. 
Wigan Cannel, 27s. 6d. per ton. 
Coke, for 9s. 6d. per chaldron, read 9s, 
Stokers, for 20s. 6d. per week, read 24s. 
Yard labourers, for 15s. per week, read 17s. 

Several reductions in the prices of gas have also been made during the 
current year, but as the general statement does not profess to quote the 
present prices, but only those charged in December last, such alterations 
are not noticed, 


Dukinfield . 








' NOTICES. 





The subscription is 15s, per annum, if paid in advance during the month 
of January, or 18s. credit, in Hendy sums of 9s. each, in July and 
January of each year. Post-Office orders must be made payable at the 
Charing-Cross Money-Oréer Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, 
Parliament Street, Westminster. 

The next number will be published on Tuesday, Nov. 6, and the subse- 
quent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday. 

Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 
~~ stamp; they are otherwise fable to the full postage charge for 
etters, 

This Journat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 
transmission abroad. 





| §treet, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the E 
| Mr. W. B. King, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Bteest. 
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| 5 
THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


| WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVE MENT, 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1860. 











NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 

|Srrext railways for London have made a rapid advance, even 
since our last notes. Mr. Train has shown the advantage 
which individual energy and responsibility have over an un- 
|Wieldly joint-stock company. His proposition was accepted 
iby the Marylebone Representative Council on the 13th inst., 
in preference to that of the General Omnibus Company, chiefly, 
as it would appear from debates, because his plans and his money 
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Edgeworth, T. fe Jp in Obtaining Light . - 686 | 


issued with the present number, to be substituted for those pages in the | 


| All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament | 
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were ready—he was prepared tobegin at once, while the Omnibus | | 
Company asked for a month’s deliberation and preparation. We || 
have no means of deciding whether the scheme of the Gencra I} 
Omnibus Company or if Mr. Train’s plan was the better, or} 
whether something superior to either might not be devised ; 
but the Marylebone Counsel wanted a street railway laid « 

at once. The American gentieman was there ready to do anc 
| to undo if his plan did not suit, while the Omnibus Company 





rn 
“ 
| has the disadvantage of having promised great things in its || 
original omnibus prospectus, and performed very little ; not to!| 
speak of having neither power nor capital for constructing 
| street railways. The following are the sireets — Tr iin has || 
asked leave’ to traverse :—Edegware Road, Ox Street, 
Marylebone Road, Chapel Street, Upper Seymour Street, |} 
Portman Square, Seymour Street, Edwards Street, Wigmore || 
Street, Cavendish Square, Mortimer Street, Charles Street, || 
Goodge Street, Finchley Road, Wellington Roac, Park Road, 
Hanover Place, Upper Baker Street, York Place, Baker Street, 
Upper Gloucester Place, Dorset Place, Dorset Square, Upper 
Gloucester Street, Gloucester Place, Gloucester Street, Port- | 
man Street, Upper Avenue Road, Albert Road, Aléany Sireet, 
Great Portland Street, Devonshire Street, Weymouth Street, 
Portland Place, Langham Place, Regent Street, and Regent| 
Circus. But Goodge Street and Albany Street are in the 
| parish of St. Pancras, which is not yet prepared to agree to 
his proposals. Mr. Bridges Adams, “who has some claims to} 
be an authority on such a subject, in a letter to the Journal of | 
the Society of Arts, rather quizzes the plans of the rival en-|} 
gineers ; declares that street railways are the proper work of 
a road surveyor, and do not require the assistance of an en-! 
| gineer at all. In his opinion, Mr. Train’s plan is needlessly | 
expensive ; his idea is a railway free to all vehicles of the same| 
gauge to be laid down by the parish and controlled by the 
police. After all, in this world, we must not wait for the best 
possible arrangement of any improvement, but often be content|! 
with the best we can get. 


The Times having recently devoted one of its engineering 
leaders to a biography of Mr. Szerelmey and the steps that have || 
been taken for applying his stone-preserving li uid to the!! 

i q 


. , 
has natural] Vy arisen 


Houses of Parliament, a correspondence 

with Mr. Ransome, the patentee of a mixture for the same 
purpose. It seems that the two methods were applied to two 
bays of the river front of the Palace of Westminster, and, aicer 
examination by Mr. Faraday and Sir Roderick Murchison (very 
great scientific authorities in their respective walks, but not 
equal on such subjects to a Lucas or a Cubitt), it was be ecided | | 
that Mr. Szerelmey’s process should be adopted for the House 
of Parliament. In reply to the Times, Mr. Rans me publi shes 
a testimonial from Mr. G. P. Bidder and a number of other emi- 
nent engineers, who after examinafion prefer his method to that 
of the Hungarian’s, Mr. Ransome has certainly one advantage 
over his rival—his process is a patent, the materials of which 
every one may learn and investigate. Mr. Szerelmey’s is a 
secret which can only be applied under his own personal 
direction. In this country of patents, secret inventions are 
always under a cloud of suspicion, especially in the case of a 
process the full merit or demerit of which can only be learned 
by the experience of along series of years. Inthe mean time, 
Mr. Ransome has been permitted to apply his preservative so- 
lution to the exterior of the recently-restored face of the In- 
stitute of Civil Engineers. 

The increase of the production of meat, as 
raw material is one of ed yressing problems o f the ; 
England and France. At “the meeting of Académie des Sciences 
17 September, M. Geoffroy-Saint- Hilaire, read a pal er on 
several attempts to acclimatize the Lama and Alpaca. It 
seems that although the Lama was more than forty years ago 
| introduced into, and bred in England, very few pure Alpacas 
| which produce the more valuable wool have been imported. 
| The French Imperial Society of Acclimatization, after one un- 
successful attempt in 1854, have recently obtained a flock of 

Alpacas and Lamas. The flock originally consisted of 100, 
but in the course of a long land journey from Peru, and an 
unusually long voyage, more than half died. The survivors 
_ consist of thirty-three Alpacas, nine Lamas and one Vicuna. 
| Six are intended for the Emperor, a few for the Alpine So- 
ciety, and the rest for the breeding ete an at C nr 
where several mountain animals amongst others, Indian do-|} 
mestic Yaks, and a flock of Angora goats iene been sosveneielly y| 
established. ‘‘ The Angora goat introduced only five years ago, | | 
may now be considered a French animal.” There are several} 
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flocks on the mountains of France and of Algeria. The 
French Society has also a flock in Sicily. Monsieur de Saint- 
Hilaire, after referring to previous unsuccessful efforts made to 
introduce Lama and Alpaca into France, mentions that a small 
flock has been imported into Cuba, several flocks into the 
United States, and some two hundred by Mr. Ledger into 
New South Wales. A considerable number of a less pure 
breed have also been imported into Victoria. Buffon was 
anxious to introduce these valuable animals into Europe, but 
in his day all travellers were agreed that the Lama and Al- 
paca required a peculiar food—the ycho of the Cordillera 
mountains ; the fact being that they will live and thrive on 
any coarse grass and hay. M. de Saint-Hilaire omits to 
notice that it was through the acuteness and enterprise of an 
Englishman that the Alpaca was raised from a mere object of 
curiosity in collections of natural history, to the dignity of a 
valuable domestic animal. A specimen was to be seen in the 
Menagerie of Mr. Cross of Exeter Change, so far back has 
1811; and the late Earl of Derby had a flock of Lama and 
Alpaca of his own breeding. But it was in 1833-4, 
that Mr. Titus Salt, M.P., then in a very humble way 
of business, discovered and purchased a package of an 
unknown kind of wool in a Liverpool warehouse ; from 
this package of Alpaca Wool arose an import trade 
which now amounts to millions of pounds, and one of the most 
important manufactures of Yorkshire. The model factories 
and village of Salteria, with its churches and schools, all built 
by Mr. Salt, is one of the direct results of the package of 
Alpaca which Mr. Salt took the trouble to examine after it 
had been passed over by many wool buyers. With respect to 
projects for the acclimatization of Foreign Animals, we must 
confess that, however important they may be to the Colonists 
'of Australia, in England, they are the proper pursuits of gen- 
tlemen in search of intellectual amusement, with time and 
money to spare. Perhaps something useful may be done in 
aquatic and game birds ; but in the present condition of Eng- 
lish Stock Breeding and Agriculture, it will answer much 
better to increase and spread the best established breeds, 
as, for instance, the Cheviot Sheep, and the West High- 
land Cattle on Welsh Mountains, than to labour seriously 
at introducing the Yak or the Eland, the Alpaca or the An- 
gora Goat. The Blackfaced Highland Horned Sheep, the 
Whitefaced Hornless Cheviot, the Horned Dorset, the Varieties 
of Downs, and Leicesters, Lincolns, and their crosses, or some 
or one of them, are capable of suiting every district, and im- 
proving every inferior breed in England and Scotland. And 
in spite of the fine things that have been said by Lord Hill’s 
friends about the Eland, which is an Antelope, taller and as 
heavy as an Ox, there is not the slightest chance of the 
Short Horn, the Hereford, or the Devon, being superseded, 
rivalled, or even assisted in supplying the growing demand for 
|meat by an amimal which has no fat. The same may be said 
of the Yak, which cannot compete in any respect with the 
West Highlander or Polled Scot. 


These observations also apply to France, except as regards 
the angora goat, which requires a brighter and drier climate 
than England. A herd of elands, the males of which reach 
eighteen and nineteen hands in height, will be fitting compa- 
nions of deer in a nobleman’s park ; and yaks, if they would 
live, might be valuable colonists amongst the poor Shetlanders; 
but for picturesqueness and profit combined, we should take 
a lot of shaggy, dun, or yellow West Highlanders, wilder than 
| fallow deer, and the choicest of beef. But M. de Saint-Hilaire 
‘has already endeavoured to fill up the notorious void in the 
French meat supply by suggesting the consumption of horse- 
Iflesh. He would do better if he threw his weight into the 
| scale of a wiser system of agriculture than that which prevails, 
and discourages the growth of beef and mutton in France, 
| where the most scientific theories are accepted in towns and 
|the most barbarous practices prevail in the country. 





| 
| Every one who has travelled in France must have noticed 
|the economy with which water is doled out in bed-rooms, and 
‘the ridiculously small dimensions of the washing-basins. This 
‘is the case even in Paris ; still more in provincial towns. The 
|e" erage consumption of water per head in England, according 
to the return of the water companies, is from 15 to 30 gallons 
' per head per day ; but the author of the paper on “ Rain- 
| Water Cisterns ”’ read before the Académie des Sciences esti- 
|mates the daily consumption in France at rather less than one 


{gallon a head daily. This seems very little; but, to be sure, 
\ 





the French peasant proprietor drinks wine or cider, no tea or 
coffee, and seldom washes except on Sundays and saints days. 
The report of Mr. Tidd Pratt, the registrar of friendly so- 
cieties in England, contains some very curious information as 
to the attempt by these bodies to regulate wages. It may be 
well that the outside public should learn something of the state 
of opinion among the skilled classes of working men. The 
rules of a Macclesfield Silk Weavers’ Society preserited for 
registration enact that the weavers of each firm shall form a 
committee, of not less than five, to set a price upon all works; 
and, if any weaver agree with his master to work for a lower 
price than that fixed by the committee, and they cannot induce 
him to desist, then they are to give the name of the orrENDER 
(sic in orig.) to the officers acting for the trade; and, if they 
fail in arranging the matter to the satisfaction of the trade, the 
officers shall submit the case to the next delegate meeting, 
whose decision shall be final.” By another rule of this society, 
a new hand employed in any shop of the society, if not a 
member, “is to be soticrTEp to enter the society ;” if he re- 
fuses the committee, ‘‘ he is to be waited upon by the officers 
of the society ;” ‘‘ and if he still refuses, his case is to be sub- 
mitted to the next delegate meeting, whose decision shall be 
final.” What is to follow this final decision is not explained, 
but we may be sure that it will be something very unpleasant. 
A society of Operative Millstone Builders had a rule headed 
“Buacks,” under which the members may strike against any 
master who employs a man “ not being a millstone builder,” 
or “‘not being in the society,” ‘‘to build stone, or use the 
hammer and pritchell for the purpose of facing stone.” 
Every builder going to work in any of the stone-yards of 
London ‘ must recognize the terms of this society ; if not, he 
must not be allowed to work. And any builder and member 
working piece-work employing anyone but builders, shall be 
fined a sum not exceeding twenty shillings.” By another rule, 
masters are forbidden to take more than two apprentices to 
each twelve journeymen builders employed. ‘‘ The Brickmakers 
of Manchester” go farther than the stonemasons. They forbid 
bricks to be made in moulds “ of any other dimensions than 
those settled by a rule passed on the 19th of May, 1830.” 
‘* This society is to be formed, and an efficient fund established, 
to prevent a reduction of. wages, or any infringement of their 
resolutions.” In order to enforce the rule as to size of bricks, 
a gauger is to be chosen every summer, who is to gauge every 
pair of moulds at work in Manchester, and to instantly stop 
any above ten inches long, five inches wide, and three inches 
thick, and if the moulder refuses to obey the gauger, but con- 
tinues to use a larger mould, he is to be fined 5s. for each 
offence. The following are apparently intended to prevent work- 
men from undertaking lump contracts, by which clever, able 
men have risen step by step to be foremen, sub-contractors, 
and men of fortune and capital :—“‘ There shall be more casting 
clay by the day or by the yard, in consequence of masters 
making a difference in daily wages;” “to put a stop to 
different agreements in casting clay, no more clay shall be 
cast on any other terms than by the thousand, and no one 
shall agree to do the same unless he has Is. per 1000 
for regularly feighing and casting, or 10d. for casfing without 
feighing, per 1000; the second ‘casting, 3d. extra—that is, 
one-third for regular feighing and casting ; ; ‘and should any 
member of the society agree to do the same on any other terms 
than above stated, PEACEABLE means shall be taken to have satis- 
Jaction of those that make the UNMANLY ATTEMPT!” Mastersare 
to obey the rules of the society, and, if they discharge any 
“‘ kilner”’ without the approval of the society, no other kilner 
is to be permitted to take his place. This is a very effectual 
barrier to any small employer rising to be a great one, for a 
man of capital can afford to choose his own kilners, but a man 
of smal] means must take the kilners approved by the society. 
No kilner is to take charge of more than four jobs; if he 
undertakes for more, he must employ a regular kilner, and pay 
hire at the rate of wages that he receives himself. Disputes 
between a master and his men are to be referred to the district 
committee, and, if decided against the master, the men are to 
receive turn-out allowance ; and no member of the society is 
to make a contract with the master during the turn-out, on 
any condition whatever. No woman is to be allowed to take 
any part in moulding. In order to keep down the number of 
brickmakers, it is ordered “that no person will have the 
liberty to take the part of moulding unless he has been a 
regular carrier-off, and brought up to it from his youth ;” and 
the same rule provides for “fining moulders who permit un- 
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authorized persons to practice and learn the business. All | 
these rules are founded on the same ideas that prevailed when | 
guilds flourished in this country some three hundred years ago, 
and which still survive in an enfeebled form in some.parts of 
Germany. Then each free town was complete in itself—each 
trade was a mystery; the number of each trade was limited, 
and every other town, even in the same county, was considered 
a rival. 

But as the United Trades Societies propose to deal with, 
and regulate, all the skilled working men of England, it would 
be only reasonable to inquire what they propose to do with | 
the surplus, if every trade succeeds in limiting the number of | 
apprentices, and in excluding from work all those who have not 
been regularly apprenticed? Such rules do not diminish the 
population to be employed. What is to become of those not | 
employed ? 

There is another question. If all men are to receive the 
|Same wages, and do the same amount of work—an amount to 
| be settled by the slow and weak, and not by the clever and | 
\strong—working men give up all idea of the prizes of labour 
|in skilled trades. If a man is not to do piece-work, or work 
over-time, or take lump contracts, there can be no means for 
a hard worker to accumulate capital, except by saving from 
wages. Almost every great mechanical establishment, and 
| many great textile factories, have been founded by working 
men, who have grown small capitals into great undertakings. 
Fe a dead level of equal wages the ‘* promised land,” the much- 
desired haven of trades regulation societies? Many clever 
workmen, who feel themselves above average in skill, had better 
ask themselves these questions. Associations of workmen for 
| discussing and arranging questions of wages with masters will 
|always exist, and must exist; but associations for fixing the 
size of bricks amd the education necessary to make them, compel 
the invention of brick-making machines. The rules directed 
against irregularly educated workmen remind one of the | 
Prussian bakers in 1848, who complained of the encroachment 
of pastrycooks, while the barbers guild protested against 
poaching wig-makers who also shaved! 

A more satisfactory kind of Association amongst working 
/men is described in the October number of Macmillan’s Ma- 
| gazine. In 1844, the working classes of Leeds were dissatisfied 
| with the price and quality of the Miller’s flour. They raised , 

a capital of £3000, in shares of £1 1s. each, no person being 
/permitted to hold more than one share, and purchased a mill 
for £5000, leaving part of the purchase-money on mortgage. 
It was resolved to buy the best wheat, and sell the best flour | 
only, and that as many halfpence should be charged per stone 
for the flour as the wheat cost shillings per quarter. 

No credit is given—all purchase at the same price; but 
each shareholder receives a tin ticket to record the amount of 
each purchase, and at the end of the year the profits are 
divided thus :—35 per €ent. is paid upon the shares, and the 
remaining profits are divided among the members in proportion 
to the amount of their respective purchases. This co-operative 
company has materially reduced the price, and improved the 
quality of all the flour sold in Leeds; for of course its compe- 
tition has brought millers to the level of the Co-operative 
Mill prices. 

At Rochdale, a Co-operative Store is conducted on the same 
|principles, and with equal success. It commenced in 1844 
| With a capital of £28. At first only grocery was sold; now 
butcher’s meat and clothes are retailed, and within the last few 
years a flour mill has been opened. A member can hold any 
number of shares under £100. Members can add or withdraw 
their capital at pleasure. Thus the association also acts as a 
bank of deposit. Profits are divided on the Leeds plan, except 
that 24 per cent. of the profits are put on one side for the 
mutual improvement of the members. An excellent reading- 
room and library are thus supported. The working expenses 
are not more than 2} per cent. on the returns. In 1856 the 
number of members was 1600; the funds £12,920; the busi- 
done £63,179; and the profits £3921. Neither the Rochdale 
nor the Leeds society has ever suffered from bad debts. Their 
accounts have been examined and approved by professional 
auditors. In connexion, or rather as an offshoot of this store, 
a Co-operative Cotton Mill was established at Rochdale in 
1855. The store invested £5000 in the undertaking. The 
labourers receive the current trade wages. Out of the profits, | 
in the first place, a dividend of 5 per cent. is paid on capital. | 
The remaining profits are divided into two shares ; one is paid | 
as an extra dividend on capital, the other is at the end 
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he has earned in the course of the year. 


| largest share of profits. 


| about 280 workpeople. 


of Russia, and intrust it to commissioners representing 


| At first, we heard a great deal of public works in Turkey, and 


' India, and then towards Italy, so that many grand paper) 


| vinces is so important, that we shall await further information 
| as to this Black Sea and Danube Railway with a great deal of 





of each year divided amongst the labourers. Each ope- 
rative’s share is in proportion to the amount of wages 
The most 
efficient workman not only gets the highest wages, but the 
The following is an extract from a 
letter addressed by Mr. William Cooper, the manager, to the | 
author of the article from which we have quoted in our ac-| 
count of these interesting undertakings :—‘‘ The Rochdale 
Co-operative Manufacturing Society has now a capital of| 
£55,000. A new mill, which will begin to work almost im-| 
mediately, will require, including capital, £44,000. 





The} 
society have decided to lay the foundation of another mill in| 
the Autumn (1860). The mill (at work) contains 260 looms, 
16 pair of mules or 10,000 spindles, 46 throstles or 11,000) 
spindles, and carding, &c., in proportion, and will employ | 
All this has been effected by the un- | 
aided efforts of the labouring classes. It has been calculated | 
that other co-operative societies, in other parts of the country, | 
possess an aggregate capital of £963,000.” The great diffi-| 
culty of such associations will always be to find competent, | 
zealous, and honest managers. To several of the statements | 
in other passages of this article we demur; as, for instance, | 
when he cites needlewomen as instances of ill-paid labour. | 
Women who can sew well are well paid; it is the women 
who cannot sew who receive wretched wages. 

A railway forty miles in length, connecting the Danube with 
the roadstead, it can scarcely be called the port, of Kostandji, || 
in the Black Sea, was formerly opened by the Directors the 
other day. It has been constructed with the view of inter- 
cepting vessels laden with grain, saving them a circuitous 
voyage of 260 miles, to and through the dangerous mouths of 
the Danube, and past the celebrated Isle of Serpents. It will 
be remembered that one of the leading objects of the Treaty 
of Paris, at the conclusion of the Crimean war, was to take the 
charge of the entrance of the Danube out of the hands 





Austria and Turkey, who, it was supposed, would be more! 


zealous in dredging, lighting, and improving the navigation. | 


specially of schemes for encouraging the navigation of the 
Delta of the Danube, which is as difficult and dangerous as || 
Deltas, with their shifting shoals and mouths, always are; but} 
after a short time, public interest was turned first towards | 





schemes for the regeneration of Turkey have been forgotten, | 


and news of the opening of the Kostandji Railway has come | 
upon us as a surprise. The capital for this line having been | 
raised almost privately, it has been carried on with very little 
notice from the press. Westill want information. According | 
to the map, it seems an excellent scheme to save 250 miles | 
of useless and very dangerous navigation. ‘Ten years of un-| 
restricted corn trade have proved that it is to Europe, and espe- || 
cially to the Danubian provinces, that we must look to fill up the || 
shortcomings of European Harvests. America can only excep- || 
tionally supply us with corn cheap enough to bear freight and ex- || 
penses. The corn land of the Danubian provinces have, hitherto, | | 





' been only scratched as it were. The existing demand, assisted || 


by cheap conveyance, would soon multiply the supply. But 
we should like to know from some competent authority, un- 
connected with railway, whether the cost of two trans-ship- 
ments from the river to the rail, and from the rail to the|! 
ships lying at Kostandji, will be much less than the cost of || 
the voyage, including insurance past the Isle of Serpents. || 
The distance saved, 260 miles, is considerable; but grain) 
will not pay for time and speed like passengers, or even manu- 
factured goods. To be sure, corn can be unloaded and loaded 
by mechanical means at very little expense. The Americans 
do it at Chicago with very ingenious self-acting machinery on 
a large scale. The Report of the first day on the Kostandji 
Railway speaks of three Warehouses capable of containing 
80,000 quarters of corn to be erected on the Danube. This 
seems a very small preparation for so great a trade. The 
Breakwater at Kostandji, without which ships cannot lie in 
safety, is in progress, and, as far as it has been executed, 
appears to answer. The development of the Danubian pro- 
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interest. 

In the Levant Herald, we read an account of a trip over the 
unfinished Smyrna and Adin Railway—another of the few) 
permanent marks we have as yet made on the hide of Turkish 
































indolence and ignorance. The description of the fertility of 
the country traversed, and possible passenger traffic, is very 
encouraging. At the end of the first five miles, a population 
of several thousands was found settled in pleasant villas and 
thriving villages; then a plain of eight miles covered with 
vineyards—whether of wine or of currants is not stated; then 
'|a district inhabited by a people engaged in burning charcoal— 
'|the principal fuel of Eastern populations—growing honey and 
|}wax, as well as feeding sheep and cattle; ‘‘ with clearings on 
||the hill sides,” in preparation for the market to be opened by 
the railway; and so on. The branch to Tireh, which con- 
tains 34,000 inhabitants, and is about fifty miles from Smyrna, 
| is staked out, and will pass six miles from Baindir, an active 
town with 16,000 inhabitants; eighteen miles from Opemish, 
with 18,000 inhabitants; and several other populous towns 
and villages, all which will contribute to a trade in the staple 
products of the surrounding country—i.e., grain, fruit, hemp, 
silk, cotton, madder, tobacco, charcoal, cattle, and other pro- 
duce, which the difficulties, cost, and dangers of travelling 
have hitherto either excluded from the Smyrna market, or taxed 
with the cost of carriage by camels and asses. Of course, it 
is quite impossible to judge from this evidently genuine sketch 
whether the railwa y will pay ; that will depend on what it will 
| cost—but it is inte eating to find there will be plenty of men 
and produce to be carried, and plenty of good land to be culti- 
vated, as soon as the Smyrna and Adin line is fairly at work. 
The Public Works element seems to be exercising as strong 
an influence on elections as the Nabob element did a hundred 
‘years ago. Take Boston, for instance. The late Mr. Ingram 
did 1 not, and was not expected, to take any important part in 
the discussions or deliberations of the House of Commons, 





|, but he gave his native town what Parliament could not—gas- 


works and water- works, and had a good deal to do with giving 
a railway link. His lamentable death having occasioned a 
| Vacancy, candidates representing both Conserv ative and Liberal 
parties have appeared, and issued addresses containing the 
usual political commonplaces ; but it is tacitly, yet distinctly 
understood, that whoever may be returned is expected to use 
his money and interest in providing the fortunate borough with 


; wet docks. In the same way, there is little doubt but the west 


of England owes 2 considerable share of the narrow gauge 
railway extensions—which within the past ten years have been 
pushed beyond Yeovil—to the lafe Mr. Locke’s representing 
Honiton in Parliament. In many other districts, railways, 
schools, churches, and charities absorb the electioneering funds, 
that aera ed went in beer-—an arrangement more permanently 
profitable for the districts concerned; whether always advan- 
tageous to parliamentary | deliberations may be doubted. 


Strewlar 10 Gas Conpantes. 


We hoped that the Metropolis Gas Regulation Act would have 
put an end to vexatious disputes between the gas companies 
and the vestries, and that the latter, having succeeded, by their 





_ application to Parliament, in placing the monopoly accorded to 


the gas compe inies under stringent regulations, would have been 





content, at least for some time, with the results of their agita- | 


tion, and would have endeavoured to aid, instead of attempting 
to obstruct, the companies in fulfilling their engagements with 
the pt iblic. In that hope, it seems, we are to be disappointed, 
if we may judge 1 from the conduct of the magnates of the 


vestry of St. James’s parish, who, finding pretence in the ob- 
nourity of the 109th section of the Metropolis Local Manage- 
ment Act to assume that an dmproved gas main must be a new 


ak have taken proceedings in Chancery against the Chartered 


Gas Company, for having opened the punngy in that parish to | 


substitute a larger main for the present one, to enable them to 
give an adequate supply of gas to their customers. 


ei 


the vestry considered justified them in this vexatious proceed- 


ing was adopted from Michael Angelo Taylor’s Act, which 
was passed long before the value and importance of gas light- 
ing were fully appreciated; and it is to be regretted that the 


, clause was not reconsidered and revised before it was embodied 


{ 


in the Metropolis Local Management Act. But, though the 


The section of the Metropolis Local Management Act which | 
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| sense reading of the 109th section of the Act—and the mel| | 


| 








street, for the purpose of making and laying down any main of | 
pipes, or for any purpose whatsoever, except in cases ‘of emer- 
gency arising from defects in pipes or other works, without || 
having previously given three clear days notice in writing to i 
the vestry or district board under whose control and manage- | 
ment the paving is placed. It is furthermore enacted, in the || 
latter part of the same clause, that “ no gaslight company shall 
at any time break up or open any such pavement, surface, or 
soil, for the purpose of laying down any new main of pipes, 
without the consent in writing of the said vestry or district 
board,” | 
Though the wording of the clause is, in several respects, 
obscure, yet it is quite clear that a great distinction is intended 
to be made between mains laid down in new places and those 
already laid down, for the companies are empowered to break 
up the pavement to lay down “any main of pipes” without | 
requiring the consent of the vestry, on merely giving three | 
days notice; but they cannot, without such consent, break up, 
the pavement to lay down new mains—evidently meaning in|, 
places where mains have not previously been. The common- 1] 


|| 


1? 


reading of ‘it too, we apprehend—is, that the companies are 
allowed full power to repair, alter, and improve the mains, | 
where already situated, but that they must not lay down mains | 
in new places. The words granting power to lay down any | 
mains are, indeed, so compr: ehensive that they would comprise || 
any number of mains, new or old, were it not for the subse- || 
quent addition, in the nature of a proviso, respecting new mains. || 
If this proviso be construed to signify altered or improved | 
mains, the first part of the clause would be without any mean- 
ing whatever. 
It was observed by Mr. Estcourt, the chairman of the select | 
committee on the Metropolis Gas Regulation Bill, that it 
would be very unjust to compel the companies to furnish an. 
adequate supply of gas without, at the same time, removing 
the restrictions that might prevent them from doing so; and | 
a proviso was accordingly added to the 54th clause of the | 
Metropolis Gas Act, giving power to the Home Secretary || 
to authorize gas companies to lay down mains without the'| 
consent of the local authorities, should the latter refuse. That || 
proviso was, however, intended to apply to new mains only, || 
as the companies were assumed to be empowered by the || 
Metropolis Local Management Act to take up, repair, and, 
renew "thelr existing mains, without regard to their size. It 
remained for the vestry of St. James’s parish, in the overflow of | 
their: obstructiveness, to endeavour to limit the 109th section of || 
that Act to the repair of the old pipes; for the objection they now | 
raise to the substitution of larger pipes for smaller ones would | 
equally apply to the replacement of those that are old andwornout | 
by new mains of the same size. But, right or wrong, the vestry 
thought there was sufficient pretence to annoy the Chartered 
Gas Company, who are about to lay down larger mains in part 
of St. James’s parish; and on the 10th inst., they filed a bill | 
in Chancery for an injunction to prevent the company’s work- | 
men from continuing to open the ground, of which due notice 
had been given, and the company were called on to show cause 
on the following day why the injunction should not be granted. 
The case was heard by Vice-Chancellor Kindersley, in his | 
private chambers, where, unfortunately, no short-hand writer | 
was present to record the proceedings ; but we have been in- | 
formed by a gentleman who was present, on whose correctness | 
we can rely, of what occurred. Mr. Schomberg, who was 
counsel for the vestry, stated that the directors of the Char- | 
tered Company applied, on the 22nd of August last, for per-. 
mission to break up the pavement in Pall Mall, Waterloo Place, | 
Regent Street, and Piccadilly, for the purpose of taking up the, 
mains now laid down, and of substituting larger ones. The 
governor and deputy-governor of the company afterwards |, 
attended a vestry meeting on the subject, when the advisability || 
of constructing a subway for gas and water-pipes was dis- | 
cussed. The directors of the company having declined to'| 


r | 


entertain that proposition, the vestry, on the 21st t of September | 


clause in question oppressively cramps the powers of the gas | 
companies in extending their works, and places them, in that | 


respect, at the mercy of the local authorities, it cannot be fairly 
construed to give the latter the extraordinary control for which 
the St. James’s vestry contend. The clause enacts that no 
company or person shall break up or open the pavement of any 


last, refused permission to open the ground, The directors || 
then sent a notice to the vestry that it was their intention || 
to break up the pavement, and commenced the work on the, 
9th inst. The injunction was therefore sought to restrain, 
them from proceeding, on the ground that it would be a great | 
public inconvenience, and that it was contrary to the provisions | 
of the Metropolis Local Management Act. The application |, 
was supported by an affidavit signed by five or six tradesmen || 
in Regent Street, stating that + they had suffered great loss, || 
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and experienced great inconvenience, when that street was 
repaved, two years ago. 
Such, in substance, was the case of the vestry. Mr. Bailey 
and Mr. Beck appeared as counsel for the company, but the | 
Vice-Chancellor, without calling on them to reply, said that | 
the counsel for the vestry had entirely failed to make out a 
case of public inconvenience. An affidavit had, indeed, been 
put in, signed in by a few tradesmen in Regent Street, stating 
that they had experienced great loss from the roadway being 
stopped two years ago, and that their customers did not visit | 
their shops so frequently as they otherwise would have done; | 
but, on the side of the company, an affidavit by their | 
deputy-superintendent stated that the proposed gas main | 
would be laid in and along the centre of Regent Street, and | 
that ample space for carriage traffic would be left on either | 
side ; that it was absolutely necessary that the larger main | 
should be laid at once, or the supply of gas would be very un- | 
satisfactory during the ensuing winter in parts of St. James’s, | 
Marylebone, St. Pancras, and St. Giles’s parishes, and in the 
whole of St. Anne’s parish. The Vice-Chancellor said it ap- 
peared to him to be very unreasonable that so large a district | 
should be inadequately supplied with what was considered | 





| Street apprehended a temporary inconvenience. 
/had already expended several thousand pounds in laying down | 
|larger mains in other parishes, which would be rendered com- 
paratively useless unless this part of their works was also com- | 
‘pleted. He did not suppose the company laid these pipes | 
merely for the purpose of spending money; and the vestry 


|posed subway at their own cost. 
\the views of the vestry wherever practicable, yet, in the pre- 


| was not a case in which equity would interfere, and he refused 


tribunal. 


almost a necessary of life, because a few tradesmen in Regent | 
The company 


were evidently putting a pressure on the company by this | 
application for an injunction to compel them to make the pro- | 
With respect to the propo- | 
sition of a subway, the directors did not appear to oppose it, | 
for they so far agreed with the vestry as to say in their letter | 
of the 14th of September last, ‘‘ However anxious the directors | 
of this company are to join with other companies in promoting 


sent case, the time of the year entirely prevents the course 
suggested from being adopted.” Under these circumstances, it 


the motion. The costs were ordered to be costs in the cause. 
The vestry, thus foiled in their application to the Vice- 
Chancellor, threaten to carry the question before another 


The directors of the Chartered Company could not have 
contemplated the chance of a refusal when they asked permis- 
sion to lay down their larger mains. They probably adopted 
that course as being more courteous than simply giving no- 
tice of their intention ; little dreaming that the vestry, who 





object to an enlargement of the mains, which would give them 
It was competent to the directors, on | 


| suance of that object, discretion is oft-times disregarded, and 


prevent the Chartered Company from giving a better supply 
of gas to their customers. But it is the vocation of journalism 
to keep up excitement, no matter by what means ; and in pur- 





complete ignorance of facts is no obstacle. A ridiculous 
article of this kind appeared in a recent number of the Civil | 
Service Gazette, so utterly wanting in common sense, and s0| 
blindly ignorant of the subject, that it is quite laughable from | 
its folly and absurdity. As an example of the manner in| 
which “ the best public instructors” mislead their readers, it 
is stated that a clause was introduced into the Metropolis Gas 
Act, by which it was enacted that ‘all the preliminary ex- 
penses of the opposition to the bill” were to be paid by the| 
Metropolitan Board of Works. 


mon Council, and, being in ignorance of the real facts, he 
supposes, as complaint is made in an attack on the gas com- 
panies of the improper payment of public money, that the 
companies must be the parties to whom it is to be paid ; little 
thinking that the public-spirited promoters of the bill are 
the sole recipients. This conglomeration of nonsense, igno- 


rance, and fallacy, concludes with a congratulation that, not-|! 


withstanding the present gloomy look-out, ‘‘there is corn in 
Egypt;” the promised grain being no other than the lime- 
light, the general adoption of which, it is said, will “‘ put an 
end to the murky, hazy, semi-darkness shadowed forth by 
what are facetiously termed burners of the old companies.” 
From the whole tenour of the article, it is pretty evident that 
other agencies than impure gas were responsible for the murky, 
hazy, semi-darkness in which the benighted writer was 
plunged. It is really disgraceful to the public press of this 
country that such trash should be published in a journal having 
any pretension to respectability. 

An important appeal of the Imperial Gas Company against 
a large increase in the assessment on their mains in the parish 
of Paddington, of which a full report will be found in another 
column of our present issue, was heard at the Middlesex 
Sessions on the 19th inst., and its result is, we apprehend, a) 
decisive affirmation of the principle that the profits derived | 
from such property are to be taken as an clement in estimating | 
the amount at which it is liable to be rated under the Parochial | 
Assessment Act. In order that our readers may be able to! 
appreciate the full effect of the refusal of the court to grant a 
new case for the Queen’s Bench, they will do well to refer to! 
the proceedings upon the appeal of this company against a/| 
previous rate on the same mains, reported in this JournaL on | 
the 26th of April, 1859, and to the subsequent proceedings in | 
the Court of Queen’s Bench on the case sent from the Sessions, | 
and reported in our issue of the 8th of May, 1860; and also to | 
the judgment of the Court of Queen’s Bench on the last! 
Cambridge case, reported on the 21st of June, 1859. It re- 
mains to be seen whether Mr. Bovill will be able to satisfy the 





The writer founds that asser- || 
tion on the harangue of Dr. Abrahams at the Court of Com- |} 





} 
| 
; 
} 
| 


||a better supply of gas. wh . 
| the refusal of the vestry, to have taken advantage of the pro- | court that the principle laid down in these judgments can be 
||viso in the Metropolis Gas Regulation Act, and to have ap- | again questioned with any chance of their being reversed. 
\|plied to the Home Secretary, who would, there can be no Messrs. Baring Brothers, or Messrs. Coutts and Co., would’ 
||doubt, have authorized them to lay down their larger mains | doubtless be startled at a proposition to take their profits as 
in despite of the vestry. But the directors chose to take | an element in calculating the rateable value of their premises ; 
higher ground ; and, as their courtesy had been rejected, to | and yet such is the effect of the dictum of the courts, and so | | 
assert the right given to them by the Metropolis Local | we fear it must remain until some new case is brought before | 
Management Act. Had they done so in the first instance, it | them by which the injustice of such a principle is made | 
‘is probable that no objection would have been made, but the | apparent. In the meantime, the metropolitan gas com-| 


application for permission seeming to imply the power to re- 
fuse, the vestry determined to exercise their presumed av- | 
thority to the prejudice alike of the company and of the 


panies will probably recoup themselves for any increase’ 
in their assessments by raising the prices of the street 
lamps. The table we published on May 10, 1859, shows| 


that Paddington is undercharged to the extent of £1670 per || 
annum, and that the total undercharge for the public lamps of || 
the metropolis is £32,240 per annum, as compared with the!! 
prices the gas companies are authorized to charge under the |! 


parishioners, and to use it as an engine of extortion by which 
|to compel the company to construct a subway at their own ex- 
pense. The conduct of the St. James’s vestry in this matter 
|affords an illustrative example of the tyranny and injustice 




















with which the gas companies would have been ground down 
had they been left in the power of the local authorities. The 
proviso in the 54th clause of the recent Act will fortunately 
meet such a case as the present, even should the law authori- 
iis gcide that the power conferred by the 109th section of 
enable gas company Management Act is not sufficient to 
ready laid down, without permissioievrer mains for those al- 
Some of the London journals continue an “afs-- 

gnorant outcry against the gas companies, and complain di 
the dimness of light in the streets, in shops, and in places of 
public amusement. These complaints come very inoppor- 
tunely at the time the St. James’s vestry are endeavouring to 





Act of last session, sums sufficiently large to meet any pro- 
bable increase in the rates. 
The last report of the Manchester Gas Committee announces 


to warrant our publishing it iz extenso in our columns, to- 
gether with the accompanying accounts. The principle 
of providing for the municipal expenditure by a heavy tax 





on the gas consumer is to be abandoned after the 25th of || 


Necember next, when the price for gas to private consumers of | 
per 10U0U°@4.0NN cubic feet per quarter is to be reduced to 4s. 
feet as the quarterly consumputhe~,reduction of 1d. per 1000 | 
1,500,000 feet in a quarter pays only 3s. 8d. per 1yyy s~-«) 








such an entire change in its policy towards its consumers, as | | 


| 
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The future price will still be substantially 3d. per 1000 feet 
higher than Liverpool, but the rapid diminution of the reserve- 
fund of the Liverpool Gas Company renders it probable that 
the price must be raised there at an early date. 








Correspondence. 
SULPHUR IN COAL. 

Srr,—I beg to draw attention to Dr. Letheby’s answer to ques- 
tion No, 2542 in the Blue-Book of the Minutes of Evidence on the 
Metropolitan Gas Inquiry, in which he states that “ the quantity 
of sulphur in coal ranged from the 700th part of a grain in 100 
lbs. to 4 grs. in 100 lbs.” 

This answer agrees substantially with the report published in 
your JouRNAL, and there can, consequently, be little doubt that 
the evidence is correctly reported in both cases; but, as there is 
unquestionably some error on Dr. Letheby’s part of sufficient im- 
portance to warrant my drawing attention to it, I venture to do 
so, in the hope that it may elicit such an explanation as may pre- 
vent any future misunderstanding on the point in question. 

London, Oct, 20, 1860. A Constant READER. 








Register of Pew Patents. 


837.—Tuomas Francis Epcewortn, of 147, Park Road, Toxteth Park, 
Liverpool, surgeon, for “ Improvements in obtaining light.’ Provisional 
protection only obtained, dated March 31, 1860. 
This invention has for its object improvements in obtaining light. Here- 
tofore light has been very commonly obtained by the use of jets of hydrogen 
gas, or carburetted hydrogeti gas, and of oxygen gas acting with lime or 
other substance similarly used in place of lime. This invention consists 
in using atmospheric air in place of, or mixed with, oxygen gas, in com- 
bination with hydrogen or carburetted hydrogen gas, when obtaining light 
by the use of lime, or other substance similarly used in the place of lime. 
or these purposes, the atmospheric air alone, or mixed with oxygen gas, 
is mixed with hydrogen or carburetted hydrogen, and an ignited jet of the 
combined gases is caused to act on lime, or other substance similarly used 
in the place of lime, in like manner to what has heretofore been practised 
when using oxygen gas and hydrogen gas, or carburetted hydrogen gas, 
with lime or other substance. 


869.—Joun Honson Futter, of 70, Hatton Garden, London, tool manu- 
facturer, and Wit1t1aAM Davipson, of Wisbeach, Cambridgeshire, gas- 
fitter, for ‘‘An apparatus for cutting or screwing pipes and round metal.” 

Patent dated April 5, 1860. 

This invention consists of an arrangement by which a piece of tube or 
round metal is grasped in three or more places in such a manner that 
while the instrument will turn freely round the tube or round metal the 
said tube or round metal cannot shift from its position, while a cutter is 
advanced gradually to sever, divide, or screw the same. 

The apparatus consists of a body or stock in two parts, which are 
screwed together. In the bottom part of the stock is a die, working in a 
groove or slot, and screwed in its place by the top part in which is a nar- 
“igh slot. The die witha cutter are severally advanced or withdrawn 

y nuts. 

The piece of tube or round metal required to be cut is fixed in a vice 
or otherwise secured. The instrument is placed over it and the die 
advanced until the tube is grasped in three places. In this position the 
instrument may be turned round by the hand, and the cutter being gra- 
dually advanced at each turn it will cut through the tube or round metal 
until it has divided it. 


879.—Hennry Carrer, of Manchester, gas engineer, for “ Improvements 
tn machinery or apparatus for making gas-burners.” Patent dated 

April 7, 1860. 

This invention relates to that description of machinery or apparatus for 
making gas-burners in which there is a wheel-box, having bearings for 
hollow spindles, which hold the rods of metal from which the burners are 
made, which box has hitherto been made stationary. 

This improvement consists in having a double set of drills and 
causing the wheel-box to move to and fro in suitable guides, so that the 
spindles and rods may be shifted from the first drill to the second one, for 
e purpose of forking previous to the burners being cut off, thus perform- 
ing the operations of turning, drilling, and forking in one machine, by 
which a great economy of time and labour is effected. 

The wheel-box is moved by means of a treadle on each side of the 
machine, one being used to bring the metal rods to the forking tools, the 
other to return them to their previous position. 

The claim is for the employment of a double set of drills and moveable 
wheel-boxes for shifting the Cie spindles and metal rods of which the 
burners are made, so that the operations of turning, drilling, and forking 
may be effected by one machine. 


908.—Jasrer Wueeter Rocers, of Peat House, Robert’s Town, Kil- 
dare, engineer, for “ Improved means of and apparatus for collecting the 
excrement of towns and villages, and for facilitating the drainage of houses,” 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated April 11, 1860. 
This invention of improved means of and apparatus for collecting the 
excrement of towns and villages, and for facilitating the drainage of 
houses, consists of certain improvements upon an invention having simi- 
lar objects in view, and for which the present patentee obtained letters 
patent on the 8th of April, 1857 (No. 992). 
According to the present invention a strong air-tight nine -* vue end 
| capacity, is placed in the sewer, and is made ¢--~u as to admit of a 
with a large close air-tight “-~« 2180 required. The main sewer pipe 
2282. GPfheans of branch pipes with the water-closets of all the 








———_ 


houses in the district or street through which the main sewer pipe passes. 
Each of these branch or house pipes is provided at some convenient place | 
with an air-tight valve, by closing which all communications with the 

main sewer pipe may be temporarily suspended. The main sewer pipe is | 
also provided at suitable places and distances apart with air-tight valves, | 
of any convenient or suitable construction, so that the main sewer pipe | 
may be capable of being divided into sections or compartments of conve- | 
nient size simply by closing two of the air-tight valves. Air-tight stand 

pipes, or other analagous contrivances, are adapted to each section of the 

main sewer pipe, for the purpose of communicating with the interior 

of the sewer pipe by means of a portable air-pump, whereby the air from | 
the sewer may be exhausted. 

It will be understood that all the excrement and soil from the closets 
of houses will pass down the branch or house pipes into the main pipe in 
the sewer, and will be conducted by this pipe to the large vacuum cham- 
ber at the end, and there the soil will be deodorized by being mixed with | | 
peat charcoal. The liquid portion of the sewerage will pass upward || 
through filtering beds made of peat charcoal, or other substance, and) 
when deprived of its gases the liquid portion may be allowed to run off; 
the solid matters may from time to time as they accumulate be removed 
from the large chamber and conveyed away. 

It will be understood that by creating a vacuum in the large chamber 
at the end of the main sewer pipe, or in the pipe itself, soil and water 
will be drawn from the house or branch pipes towards the outfall; should, 
however, a serious obstruction be found to exist in any of the branch 
pipes it may be speedily removed by closing the ends of that section or) 
compartment of the main pipe with which the obstructed house pipe 
communicates, and also closing all the unobstructed house pipes connected 
with that section of the main tube, leaving the air-valve of the obstructed 
pipe open. Then upon exhausting the air from the main tube the atmos- 
pheric pressure will act upon the obstruction in the branch pipe from 
behind, and will force it forward out of the main tube. 

It will of course be evident that instead of exhausting the main tube, 
or any of its sections or compartments, by means of an exhausting appa- 
ratus or air-pump, adapted directly thereto, the sections of the main tube 
may be made to communicate with a vacuum chamber, placed at any con- | 
venient spot, and by exhausting this latter first, and then suddenly open- | 
ing a communication between it and the main tube, or one of its sections 
or compartments, the latter with the branch pipe connected therewith 
will be exhausted suddenly, and any obstructions therein will be quickly 
removed. 


927.—James Wituram Crosstey, of Brighouse, Yorkshire, dyer and 
finisher, and Joun Crosstey, of Halifax, in the same co., machine 
maker, for ‘* Improvements in the construction of singe-plates, which im- 
provements are also applicable to gas and other retorts.’ Patent dated 
April 13, 1860. 
Heretofore, singe-plates used for singeing or burning off the loose fibres | 
in the process of finishing textile fabrics have been made of solid metal ; | 
but because of a greater amount of heat being necessarily applied to the 
middle than to the edges of such plates when in use, combined with the | 
cooling effects of the atmosphere acting more upon the edges than the | 
middle, the expansion and contraction of the metal is unequal in the) 
different parts; consequently, such plates are subject to crack or become | 
fractured, and are thus rendered unfit for further use. 








To remedy or re-| 
move this evil, the plates are by this patent constructed hollow or cellular, | 
or with flues or passages communicating with each other, and the flames 
or products of combustion are caused to pass from the furnace to circulate | 
therein, and these flues are so arranged that the said products of com- | 
bustion from the furnace shall be conducted firstly through those cells, 
flues, or passages formed in the edges, and lastly through those in the) 
middle of the plate. By these means the heating or temperature thereof 
is equallized, and thus fracture is prevented, and such plates are rendered | 
more endurable. | 

This cellular method of construction may also be applied to gas retorts, | 
and retorts employed in the manufacture of chemicals, whereby a more | 
equal temperature may be obtained, and an economy of fuel, by increase | 
of heating surface, or by an extension or application of the products of | 
combustion. 

It will be clearly evident to any one at all conversant with the subject | 
that singe-plates and gas and other retorts may be made hollow or cellular | 
in various ways and forms. For instance, when constructing such plates. 
and retorts of cast metal, such; may be effected by introducing sand cores, | 
of any suitable size and form, and in any desirable direction, such cores| 
being afterwards withdrawn thereform, or metal tubes may be introduced | 
or placed in the moulds, and metal run or cast thereon; and to prevent | 
warping of the tubes they may be filled with sand, which must afterwards| | 
be withdrawn or removed, thus producing cells, flues, or passages, therein | 
for the flame or products of combustion to pass through, so as to obtain 
an extended circulation, and consequently a great amount of heating sur- 
face; and by so arranging them suitably a more equable heat or tempera-| | 
ture may be obtained in all parts thereof, whereby fracture will be pre- 
vented and fuel economized. 

Singe-plates may be first made in such a manner of cast iron, and then 
a surface-plate of copper cast thereon. And in constructing retorts of 
fire-clay the crusts may be made hollow or cellular by introducing cores 
of wood or metal, and withdrawing them when the said retorts are dry; 
or the said cells, flues, or passages may be formed by any other suitable 
means. 

The claim is for the construction and use of singe-plates, and gas and 
other retorts, with cells, flues, and passages therein for the flame or, atts || 
ducts of combustion to pass through, substantially as ho-~"_~ | 


for the purpose set forth. 
-«viNAL PROTECTION 
. «tXNTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 














«152,—Henrny Jonn STANDLY, of 9, Pall Mall East, London, gentleman, 
for “‘ Improvements tn the production of gas for illuminating, and other 
= and the utilization of the products arising therefrom.” Sept. 4, 





2371.—Micnarn Henry, of 84, Fleet Street, London, patent agent, for 
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“ An addition to or improvement in gas-meters,’ A communication’ 


Oct. 1, 1860. é 
2210.—Arruur Ransrorp, of Manchester, brass finisher, for “ Im- 


provements in galleries or supports for gas-shades. Sept. 13, 1860. 
2370.—Cuartrs Henry Hurst, of Victoria Terrace, Royal Road, 
Kennington, London, Henry Horsry, and Grorcr Baxer, both of 
Bridge Street, Southwark, London, for ‘ Improvements in syphon, 
and other taps or cocks employed for drawing off liquids.” Oct. 1, 
1860. 


Lane, London, patent agent, for ‘* Improvements in the manufacture or 
extraction, and application of colouring matters from the products of the 
distillation of coal tar’’ A communication. Oct. 5, 1860. 


NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 
1895.—James Brown, of 2, Ribchester Terrace, Bridge Road, Stratford, 

Essex, for “‘ Improvements in fire-bars, retorts, and other appliances con- 
nected with furnaces, ke. June 7, 1860, 
2253.—James Hansor, of 2, Portland Place, Wandsworth Road, London, 
practical chemist, for ‘ Improvements in the manufacture of coal gas.” 
Sept. 17, 1860. 
1407.—Gzorcre Joun Cooxson, of Dorset Street, in the City of London, 
printer, for “‘ Improvements in gas regulators.’ June 7, 1860. 
2269.—Wiruiam Epwarp Newton, C.E., of 66, Chancery Lane, 
London, for “ Jmprovements in gas-meters.”’ A communication, Sept, 
18, 1860, 





Legal intelligence. 


MIDDLESEX ADJOURNED SESSIONS, 
GUILDHALL.— WESTMINSTER, Oct. 19. 
(Before Mr. Bopxiy, Q.C., <Assistant-Judge.) 
THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY, Appellants ; THE PARISH OF PADDINGTON, 
Respondents. 3 

This was an appeal by the Imperial Gaslight and Ccke Company against a 
poor-rate of the parish of Paddington, made on the 11th of May, 1859. 

Mr. Bovi11, Q.C., with whom were Mr. Manisty, Q.C., Mr. WooLLett, and 
Mr. Ricuarps, appeared for the appellants; and Mr. DowpESWELL and 
Mr. Powe. appeared for the respondents, 

Mr. Bov1it said he appeared in this case on behalf of the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany, who were appellants in respect of a rate made by the parish of Paddington 
on the 11th of May, 1859, whereby the company were assessed in respect of land 
occupied by their mains and pipes fixed therein for the conveyance of gas, upon 
a net rateable value of £4005, the rate upon which, at 8d. in the pound, was 
£133. 10s. The ground of objection on the part of the company was, that by 
this rate they were assessed beyond the amount at which they ought to be 
rated. That being the case, they as appellants, had the right to begin and 
present their case first before the court. For many years, the parish of Pad- 
dington had assessed the mains and pipes of the Imperial Company at a sum 
of about £550; but in the year 1858, they thought it right to increase that 
assessment to £4005. Upon what ground this was done, the respondents 
would probably be prepared to inform the court; but, in the meantime, it 
would for him to draw the attention of the court to the state of facts 
affecting the rate in question. The Imperial Gas Company were a very large 
and important company, having extensive works in various parts of the 
metropolis, and supplying, amongst other places, the parish of Paddington 
with gas. At the time the rate referred to was made, the company were open 
to ay ng in that parish by any other company which chose to lay down 

ipes there, the only authority required for the purpose being, not an Act of 

arliament, but the consent of the vestry, under the 149th section of the 
Metropolis Local Management Act. The Imperial Company had no works in 
the parish of Paddington. Their works were situated in the parish of 
Fulham—those, at least, which supplied gas to the parish of Paddington— 
and their mains ran from the works partly through the parish of Fulham, 
then through part of the parish of Kensington, and so passed into the parish of 
Paddington, where the company supplied the inhabitants with gas. The 
learned judge was well aware that gas companies, beside being occupiers of 
land, were traders, and traders in a very important article of manufacture, in 
which they depended a great deal for their success upon the skill with which 
they conducted their operations, the economy of their management, the 
accommodation which they afforded to the public, and, especially in the metro- 
= the price at which they were able to supply that article. In this case, 

aving a large capital and an extensive business, the Imperial Company were 
enabled, while some others had entirely failed, or were working at a loss, to 
carry on a prosperous and thriving concern. In doing so, they occupied pipes 
which were laid in the ground, and which pipes, though a mere easement, 
were held to be rateable, and must be rated on some value. The question 
now submitted for the opinion of the court was, what was the fair rental of 
such pipes in this particular parish? These pipes, occupying a space of land 
exclusively, it was held, as a matter of law, that the company were occupiers 
of that op ey of land in which they were laid. As the pipes did not inter- 
fere with the surface, but were laid under the highway, the land, indepen- 
dently of the use to which it was applied, was of no practical value, and it 
became of value for rating purposes solely by the pipes being placed in it, 
and those pipes being applicable for conveying gas and dispersing it through 
the district. In estimating this value, it had been suggested on former 
occasions, that the proper mode was to ascertain what the receipts of 
the company were, and then make certain deductions therefrom, treat- 
ing the residue as rent. But this was a plan which should only be re- 
sorted to when there was no other mode of ascertaining what that rent was. 
It was a mode which had been adopted in the case of railways, in consequence 
of there being no such thing known as tenants of railways; and therefore, 
from the necessity of the case, it was the only mode of obtaining the assessable 
value. But if it was required to know the value of a house used as a shop in 
any part of London, or anywhere else, or if the same information was needed 
in the case of a brewery or a distillery, the plan adopted was not to ask the 
shopkeeper or the brewer or the distiller what his returns were, and after 
making certain deductions therefrom say that was the rent of the premises. 
So, too, in the case of the occupation of pipes, unless they were driven to it 
as the only mode in which they could arrive at a conclusion, they would not 
resort to this mode of valuation, because nothing could be more clumsy and 
illogical than to introduce in the first instance that which was not the subject 
of rating—the profits of trade—and then to deduct them. As the law stood, 
profits in trade could not be rated, and the profits of trade could not at all 




















affect the value of premises, except so far as the possession of the premises 
might tend to the probability of realizing some advantage. Now, in the case 
of gas-pipes, he repudiated altogether the principle of taking the profits of 
trade and making deductions therefrom, in order to ascertain rateable value, 
especially as there was a very clear and easy mode of arriving at what the 
rent should be. The question under the Parochial Assessment Act was, what 
would a tenant from year to year give for the pipes in the parish of Padding- 
ton, not taking them as pipes separate from the whole concern, but in con- 


nexion with the main from Fulham to Kensington, and as applicable to the 
In order to ascertain that, it would 





sane ay for which they were now used ? 
2401.—Cuartes Cowrer, of 20, Southampton Buildings, Chancery | 


@ necessary to inquire what such accommodation could be obtained for? 
Supposing, instead of pipes, the gas was conveyed in large carts, pumped in 
| from the gasometers by pumps, and drawn out of them by syphons at the 

place of consumption. The value of those carts would be what such carts 

could be obtained for—what it would be worth one person’s while to give 
for them, and what it would answer another person’s purpose to supply them 
at. The gas company, however, instead of employing carts, or other 
moveable machinery, found it more convenient and less expensive to = 

down pipes, and to send their gas in that way through the parish. The 
— then was, what could they obtain such accommodation for? 
| Supposing there were at present no pipes in the parish of Paddington, and 
| the company wished to convey their gas from the confines of the parish of 
| Kensington through the parish of Paddington, and were desirous that some 
person should supply them with pipes for the purpose, it was well known 
for what sum they could obtain that accommodation. It was just the same 
as in the case of a man having wares to dispose of in a town, and wanting a 
suitable house for the purpose; he ascertained what he could rent such a 
house for, and knew very well what it was worth his while to give for such a 
house. In this case, he (Mr. Bovill) would be prepared with evidence such 
as was never before laid before this or any other court; and he should call a 
body of evidence on this subject, because, as science progressed and improve- 
ments took place in every department of manufactures in this country, it 
would be found that, whereas the letting of gas-works was formerly not tho- 
roughly understood, yet now the letting of works, and mains, and pipes, and 
everything else in connexion with them, was perfectly well known and prac- 
tised. The court were, no doubt, familiar with the amount of the dividends 
of gas companies, and that those which were successful scarcely ever exceeded 
8 per cent. upon the capital employed in them, on account of the outlay they 
had had toincur. It was now, however, a matter of fact, which would be 
proved before the court, that if gas companies were desirous to rent their 
pipes, they could obtain all the accommodation of the kind they required by 
paying a certain percentage upon the cost price of such pipes. Of course, 
they could not afford to pay the amount of their dividends upon capital, but 
they could afford, and would be willing to pay for laying down pipes a rental 
of 6 per cent. upon the outlay. Now, it was not a matter of mere specula- 
tion that pipes were the subject of rental, and that such transactions as he 
had spoken of might take place; but it was a fact, and an important fact, 
that pipes were actually laid down, and let and hired upon such a footing. 
In that respect, the evidence in this case would present new facts for the 
consideration of the court—facts such as had never before been presented for 
the consideration of any tribunal. When the earlier cases came before the 
courts, it was distinctly repudiated that profits, or anything of the nature of 
profits, could be rated; and when it came to the rating of gas companies, 
they were treated as manufactories. But in some particular cases, in which 
the companies were not realizing large profits, it was more convenient for 
them, in order to reduce their rates, to take what they considered profits or 
gross receipts, and make deductions therefrom. This was done not by way of 
laying down a principle of assessment, but as a mode of arriving at a valua- 
tion favourable to themselves, the parishes not objecting. But he (Mr. 
Bovill) proposed, in the present case, to offer evidence to this effect—sup- 
posing that the company had not the pipes in respect of which they were now 
rated, what could they obtain them for? and he would prove that they could 
obtain them for 6 per cent. upon the cost of such pipes to be laid down, and 
no more. On the other hand, he would call contractors before the court who 
would state that they should be perfectly willing to supply the company with 
pipes at 6 per cent. upon the outlay, and he would give further evidence to 
show that if any other company now desired to take the pipes of the appel- 
lants already in the ground, the same rule would be applicable. That is to 
say, that where mains were laid down with service-pipes attached, it would 
not be worth the while of this company or of any other to give more than 
6 per cent. upon the outlay. And he would tell the court why. It was per- 
fectly competent for any other company the next day to obtain the leave of 
the vestry to lay down fresh pipes, and to compete for the custom of the 

ublic. He was speaking of the state of things in 1859. An alteration had 

een subsequently made by Act of Parliament in reference to the supply of 
gas to the metropolis, with which he need not trouble the court, because re- 
gard must be had to the state of things in 1859, when this rate was made. 

Now suppose the Imperial company desired to offer those pipes for sale to 
any other company, the question was, what would that other company give for 
them? The evidence to be produced on this occasion would show that they 
would only give 6 per cent, upon their value. Formerly, it was the case in 
the metropolis that there might be two sets of pipes lying side by side, 
affording an equal supply of gas to the consumers of each company, but from 
a difference of management, the one perhaps would be realizing a large 
profit, and the other sustaining a considerable loss. If, in such a case, the 
court adopted the principle of taking gross receipts with certain deductions 
as the basis upon which the rate was to be laid, as was of necessity the case 
with railways, what would be the result? Why, that in the one case, from 
—— the same extent of pipes, the company would be assessed upon a 

arge amount, while in the other there would be nothing to assess upon, the 
expenses absorbing the whole of the receipts. 

The AssisTantT-JUDGE: In your view, the one company making nothing, 
and the other large profits, would be rated equally ? 

Mr. Bovitt said they would, but he had cited this illustration to show the 
fallacy of this mode of assessing property. It was adopted in the case of rail- 
ways partly from necessity, and it had been adopted in the case of gas-works 
partly for the convenience of the companies. But he would take another 
analogous case, to show the fallacy of the practice. Suppose two shops in 
Regent Street, in one of which, it being a favourable locality for the purpose, 
a man carried on the business of a haberdasher, and made considerable 
profits. In order to ascertain the value of the premises, would it be a fair 
ground for rating to take into account the profits so made? Certainly not, 
because in the adjoining premises the occupier might be making nothing out 
of his business. So, again, if they took the case of a man who had been 
eminently successful in business, and who changed his residence from one 
place to another. The trade went with him, but that fact did not make the 
new premises more valuable. All that could be said of it was, that there 
might be a difference in the value of the land or property from its capability 
of being applied to some more useful purpose. And that was the principle 
adopted by the appellants in this case, because the portion of land occupied 
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I by their pipes beneath the surface was of no value until it became so by the 
expenditure of so much money upon it, by the laying down of pipes by the 
company, and those pipes being useful for certain purposes. Such being the 
case, he should object to any evidence being given on the other side respecting 
profits, It was not a question whether this company, by tbe skill and energy 

‘of their managers, could realize large protits, though these were not so large 
as were supposed. ‘True, this was a very successful company, but they did 


| principle, but one mode of arriving at the rateable value. 


object to their profits being inquired into when there was an easy mode of | 


ascertaining what was the proper annual value of their property iu the parish, 
| With respect to the authorities on this subject, he did not think it necessary 
to go into them at any length. 
court to one or two, to whichit might be useful torefer. ‘There was one case 
with which he thought the courts,were not quite so familiar as they should be 
—viz., the case decided by the Privy Council of Fuwcett v. the Justices of 
Bombay. (5 Moore, P. C. 143.) In that case, a company had been esta~ 
blished who erected a cotton screw press upon their premises, which it was 


He would, however, call the attention of the | 


said increased the value of those premises, and from which the company de- | 


rived a considerable profit. The mode in which the justices proceeded in the 
assessment was, to take the gross receipts of the company, to make certain 
| deductions, and, after having 


made allowance for what they called | 


interest on capital and tenants profits, which they considered was an | 
allowance for skill and labour, they then applied a principle of political | 


economy, They said that what was left was to be looked upon as rent. 


| the skill and labour that he employed ; and further, that it was competent 


But when political economists talked of rent, they spoke of land in its normal | 


condition, and the principle upon which they assumed rent entirely failed, 
when applied to a case like this. The justices, however, acted on the princi- 
ple which the court to-day would be asked to take—viz., having ascertained 
i, the gross receipts, and made certain deductions, assumed as matter of fact that 
all that remained was rent. But when that case came before the Privy 
| Council, the notion was scouted. It was said, ‘‘The mode is wrong, the 
' principle is wrong, and cannot be acted upon.’”’ It might be, as he had said, 
all very well in the case of a railway, as being the only practical mode of 
arriving at a value, because, as had been stated by the Court of Queen’s 
Beneh, the courts were placed in great difficulty in having to apply an Act 
of Parliament which was not passed with a view to its application to such 
undertakings as railways; and, therefore, not being able to adept the ordi- 
nary mode of ascertaining rateable value, they were obliged to take the best 
they could find for the purpose. But in the case which he (Mr. Bovill) had 
cited, Justice Knight Bruce, in delivering the unanimous judgment of the 

Privy Council, distinctly laid it down that the greater or less degree of suc- 
' cess with which a trade or manufacture was conducted could not form an 

element in any calculation of the annual value of the premises-in which it 

was carried on. 

Of course, if there were an exclusive right attached to and inherent in the 

property, like the case of a soap mill or a canteen, there was an increased 

value, So in the case of a house applicable for a public-house, or any par- 
ticular trade where the chances were that the business would not be open to 
competition. But in the present case, although the probability was that no 
other company would come in, there was the possibility of other persons 
laying down pipes if they thought they could make a profit by it. Taking 
the case of the public-house, did any one ever hear of a publican being rated 
according to his profits? Suppose the parish were to come forward and say, 

‘* We will show that the publican makes £1000 a year, and making a deduc- 

tion from that for interest on capital and tenant's profits, all the rest is rent.” 

And this was the nature of the evidence given in the case of the Cotton Screw 
| Company, which the Privy Council declared to be wrong, and which he (Mr. 
; Bovill) bad no hesitation in saying, if relied on here, the court would in- 
' stantly reject. And why? Because another publican might come forward 
(and say, ‘*I will proceed on the same principle ; I make a loss by my business ; 
| there Is no residue after paying expenses, and therefore there is no rent.’ 

|| The court would tell the man who thus came forward to relieve himself, that 
; that had nothing to do with the question, the premises being worth so much, 

,| altogether irrespective of the mode in which he carried on his business, 

| The Assistant-JupceE: But, in those cases, the rent is fixed by agreement 
| between the parties themselves, 

Mr. Bovitt: Well, then, I will suppose a person occupying his own pre- 

tises. 

The Assistant-JupGE: In the case of a public-house, suppose in one 
| case @ man pays in addition to his rent a large premium, and another man 
| pays a large rent instead of premium. 
| Mr. Bovir1 said he thought thatreferred more to the question of the good- 
i will, the sale of which was generally another matter. He would put the 
| question in this way: supposing the Imperial Gas Company were in pos- 
| session of the pipes, and in possession of the market~so to speak; and sup- 
| posing they put those pipes up to auction to-morrow, in order to let them, 
| and there was another company in an adjoining parish who could bring their 
| mains into connexion with, and take possession of, them. It would be said, 
| ut first sight, that that was a great advantage, because the latter would get 

|| the supply of the customers ; 


\| to competition, But it was open to competition, and the moment the new 


| 
| 


| down fresh ones, compete with them for the supply, and by their superior 


| skill and management, and by the price they would be able to charge for gas, 
| keep the custom to themselves. The court would be able to judge from the 

fact that *‘ consumers’’ companies were springing upin all parts of the king- 

dom, selling gas at a cheap rate, and considering themselves fortunate if they 
|| could pay 6 per cent., that there was a probability of competition, and, from 
|| the evidence, it would be found that it really was so. He would refer now to 
|| the case of the Birmingham Gas Company (1 B. and C., 506), in which it was 
|| held that the company were not rateable to the amount of the profits of their 
|| trade, but for a sum equal in amount to that for which the premises would 
let to other persons carrying on the same business. 

The AssisTANT-JUDGE : Both sides agree that profits are not to be rated. 

Mr. Boviti: But what they propose to do is first of all to introduce all the 
profits, and, having made certain arbitrary deductions which they think a fair 
|| allowance, call what remains “ rent.’ 

The Assistant-JupGE: But that has been sanctioned. 

Mr. Boviti: Only from the necessity of the case. 

Mr. DowDEsWELL: It was argued for by my friend in the Cambridge case. 
It was stated by the counsel for the respondent that it was competent tor wit- 
nesses wlio were acquainted with the subject, to take into account the actual 
receipts and disbursements of the company, in forming their estimate of the 
sum for which the said hereditaments would let from year to year. And 
when the counsel on the other side, upon the authority of Fawcett v. the 
|| Justices of Lombay, said that profits cannot be admitted into the considera- 
tion, Lord Campbell said, ‘* It is quite clear that profits ought not to be the 
basis of assessment; but are they not an element in the consideration ?”’ 
And Mr. Justice Erle said, ‘* The principle adopted in this case is the right 
one.” ‘There the whole question of profit was gone into, and the court said 
it was correct. 








and so they would, if the market were not open | 


| company had taken possession of the pipes, the Imperial Company might lay | 


| of gas: therefore it depended upon the skill in manufacturing gas, and the 


| amount of the company’s returns, and the profits upon that could form no 


| had bound down a certain number of public-houses to deal with him. 


; other case to which he wished to refer, and that was the case of the 





Mr. Bovitu: In the statement of that case, it was put forward as a principle 
by the other side, that the only criterion of the rateable value of the works 
was the sum for which a landlord would purchase the land and erect the 
works, and that 73 per cent. upon this sum would be the net rateable value, 
whatever might be the profits of the occupation. I say that that is not a 


The AssisTaANT-JUDGE: The court said it was the right mode. 

Mr. Bovitt: Not quite so. As a principle it cannot be, and the court 
decided against it. 

Mr. DowpEswELL: Then there is the Hampton case; but I suppose my 
friend will say that gas is a more subtle element than water. 

Mr. Bovitu: I will just read from the Cambridge case, because it is an 
important point. ‘*The court intimated to the counsel for the respondents 
that they need only argue the point as to the appeal being in time, as the 
court were of opinion that the principle of rating, as stated in the case, was 
unobjectionable. The counsel for the respondent contended that rateable 
value must be determined by ascertaining for what the hereditaments occu- 
pied by the company would let to a tenant from year to year, such tenant 
paying all usual tenant’s rates, taxes, and tithe commutations, rent charge, 
providing for repairs, renewals, and insurance, so as to restore the said | 
hereditaments in the same state at the end of the year as they were at the 
beginning, and securing to himself a fair profit and a proper remuneration for 











for witnesses who were acquainted with the subject to take into account the 
actual receipts and disbursements of the company in forming their estimate | 
of the sum for which the said hereditaments would let from year to year.” 
Now just see; my learned friend represents it as if there were a decision of | 
the court affirming that the proper mode was to take gross receipts, and make | | 
deductions from them. All that the court decided was just in these two or | 
three lines, that the principle stated was correct. But what was the principle? | | 
Why, that you are to ascertain for what the premises will let from year to |} 
year. 
, The AssIsTANT-JUDGE: By the terms, it is quite clear they sanctioned not 
only the principle, but the mode of arriving at it. 

Mr. Bovitu: They could not affirm more than what the case stated. 

The Assistant-JUDGE: They say the mode of arriving at the rent was || 
unobjectionable. 

Mr. Bovitt: That was not the question submitted to the court, and the 
decision does not even go to the mode. It is presented to you as if it was || 
decided that that was a correct principle and a correct mode. The only 
principle affirmed was the principle of the Parochial Assessment Act. 

The AssIstanT-JUDGE: Assuming that you are right, and that we cannot 
shut you out from presenting evidence on that point, do you think it likely 
we should not adopt a mode which has been repeated over and over again, 
and received the sanction of the Court of Queen’s Bench ? 

Mr. Bovixx said it received the sanction of the court because it was a 
convenient mode, But he should contend that it was not applicable to the | | 
present case, because the appellants were making profits beyond any other | | 
company; and he proposed to make a distinction between this and other 
cases. He would offer evidence before the court of a totally different cha- 
racter to any that was ever before offered, arising out of the altered state of | 
circumstances connected with gas companies, and the peculiar condition of | 
this company, which rendered it most unjust that they should be rated upon | 
the amount of profits which they made upon the employment of labour and | 
skill. Then, in reference to the Cambridge case, he observed that the deci- | 
sion was not that that was a correct mode of ascertaining the rateable value | 
which was contended for on the other side—that the only criterion was the || 
sum at which they could purchase the land and erect works. He (Mr. |) 
Bovill) did not say it was the only criterion, but it was one mode of doing it. | | 
So far as the last case of the Imperial Company came before the Court of | | 
Queen’s Bench, it was stated in the words of the Parochial Assessment Act, 
and he was asked to argue that that was not a correct mode. There was an- || 
Brighton | 
Gas Company, in which Justice Bayley said the company ought not to be}; : 
assessed upon the profits of the undertaking, but at that sum which the 
buildings, tanks, and pipes would produce to them if let at an annual rent to 
persons willing to carry on the trade. 

The AssistaNt-JUDGE: We all agree to that; the question is, how to 
arrive at that? 

Mr. Bovitt: How do you arrive at it? By calling surveyors to say 
what, in their judgment, they are worth to let-—is not that a proper test? 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE: Yes, if it was not in the power of one of the 
parties to furnish a better test. 

Mr. Bovr11 said, in the Brighton case the decision was, that the rateable 
value must be taken at what the works would produce to the company if let | | 
at an annual rent to persons willing to carry on the trade, “ or that rent | | 
which the company would be forced to pay if the property were not their | | 
own.’ He would take that point again: supposing these pipes did not be- 
long to the Imperial Company, what would it be worth their while to give | 
to some defunct company which bad pipes already laid, for the use of them ? | 
It so happened that in the adjoining parish of St. Pancras there were at one 
time two sets of pipes, one of which any one might have hired: the question 
was, what were they worth? A company would give for them nothing be- 
yond their value as pipes, and for this reason, that it was competent for any 
one else to lay down additional pipes and compete with them for the supply 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





price at which the article could be conveyed to the consumer, what was the 


element in the actual rating. In the Brighton and Cambridge cases, which 
he had cited, the amount which a tenant would pay had been ascertained. 
Of course, there were cases in which there was an exclusive right attached to 
and interest in the property, as in the case of a soap-mill, or where a ~~?" 

fy 
such cases, the Court of Queen’s Bench said these must be taken as belonging 
to the property. 

The AssIsTtaNT-JUDGE: So in the case of a canteen. 

Mr. Boviti: But here is a case in which there is nothing attached to the 

ipes. 
. The AssISTANT-JUDGE: We are only to deal with a year. 

Mr. Boviti: Yes, and it must be only “a tenant from year to year.” The 
annual tenant would always be subject to the chance competition of another 
company, so that the value of the property must be taken at what it is worth 
from year to year. - 

Mr. DowpEswELL: But, under the Act of last session, the companies have 
an absolute monopoly. ; 

Mr. Bovitt: The Act of Parliament of 1860 cannot affect the question of 
this rate, made in 1859. f x 

The Assistant-JUDGE said, although it might be urged that in 1859 there 
was a chance of competition, the court would not attach much importance to 
the argument, knowing that in 1860 there was legislation, which put a stop 
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to it. Nor would the court be disposed to attach much importance to the 
||argument that a per centage on the cost of the pipes would form a fair 


|| criterion of rateable value. u 
|| Mr. Bovitn: That is the nature of the evidence I propose to offer, and if 
||such is the deliberate opinion of the court, it would be hardly worth while to 
||do so. Perhaps you will give us a case for the Court of Queen’s Bench. As 
|| I understand it, that court has never decided that what I am proposing is the 
|| wrong mode, 
| The Asststant-JupGE: But they have decided that to take the cost of a 
thing and allow a per centage upon it, is not correct. Take, for instance, 
Waterloo Bridge; a per centage upon the cost of construction would be more 
than the total receipts. 

Mr. Bovitu: As a general principle, I take it that the cost of building, and 
a per centage upon it, is not a correct test. It would not be in the case of 
the Crystal Palace. But that is not what I ask you todo. My evidence goes 
to this, that gas-pipes and gas-works are now, in the present state of know- 
ledge, the subject of hiring and letting, and that the ordinary rate at which 
they may be hired and let, and actually are hired and let, is a fair test, and 
that is a calculation of 6 per cent. upon the outlay. 

The Assistant-JupGE: By whomsoever that evidence is given, it is a 
matter of opinion. 

Mr. Bovitx: It is a matter of opinion and skill, upon which the court has 
to be informed, in coming to a judgment. 

The Assistant-JupGE: Then I shall tell the magistrates, that there ‘is a 
much better mode of arriving at the test than by taking the speculative 
opinions of any person. In the Cambridge case, it was contended that the 
Recorder was bound to exclude all evidence of the profits made by the com- 
pany, every person being entitled to a fair profit for his skill and labour, and 
these were not the things to be assessed by the Parochial Assessment Act. 
To that Lord Campbell said—“ it is quite clear that those profits ought not 
to be the basis of the assessment, but are they not an element in the calcula- 
tion.’ 

Mr. Bovrtu: That is to say, you may prove them. 
wa, 3 eens say that the evidence shall not be admitted,” and that is all he 
decides, 

The AssisTanT-JupGE: But the court called upon the counsel not to 
argue that question, as they were of opinion that the principle of rating as 
stated in the case, was unobjectionable. You say that “the principle” 
merely meant, that what a tenant would give was the basis of assessment. 

Mr. Boviz said he did ; he submitted the same thing in substance, if not 
in words. As an abstract principle, he did not not mean to assert, that they 
ought to take a per centage upon cost, but he contended that in this case, 
they must take the pipes as they were, considering them as applicable to the 
purpose of conveying gas through the parish to the houses of the consumers, 





as well suited to that purpose, and also take them with the possibility of | 


any other person being able to make them available for obtaiuing a supply 
of gas. In one sense, it might be desirable for a company, proposing to be- 
come occupiers of the pipes to ascertain what profits had been made, but 
their calculation of the rent would not depend upon the amount of previous 
profits, but upon the probability of their being able to realize profits from 
their occupation. In this sense, profit was not an element which could be ex- 
cluded from consideration. In the case referred to, the court were asked to 
say that profits were to be altogether excluded, and they said, ‘we cannot 
altogether say that,’’ but they expressly intimated that, though an element 
in the consideration, they were not to be the criterion. 

The Assistant-JUDGE: You see you do not take it as an element at all. 

Mr. Bovi11 said the company which he represented would not expose their 
books in order to show how their profits were made, because there were 
secrets in this as well as in other trades. But he would call persons before 
the court who would prove that the rent which a tenant would pay for the 
occupation of the pipes from year to year was 6 per cent. upon the outlay, 
and that in the present state of knowledge, and with the advance of science, 
they were of no practical value beyond that. 

The AsststantT-JuDGE said he was at a loss to understand how the advance 
of science could affect the question. 

Mr. Bovit1 said in this way :- that discoveries in science were continually 
taking place—in the mode of purifying gas, for example ; so that the position 
of the companies was not sécure. ; 

The AssIsTaNT-JUDGE said the state of things to-day was what they had 
to look at. 

Mr, Bovitt said that was what he wanted to do, and he submitted that, in 
the state of things as they existed in 1859, no one would give more than 6 
per cent.*upon the outlay, for the use of the pipes. This wasa practical fact, 
and it would be proved in evidence that pipes were hired on those terms. 

The Assistant-JuDGE: Of course, I shall hear your evidence. 

The learned counsel for the appellants having conferred together for a 
short time, 

Mr. Bovitt said he was very desirous, after the intimation which had been 
given by the learned judge, of seeing by what mode he could best save time, 
and do justice to both parties. It seemed to him that the question was, what 
would a contractor supply, and what would a company be willing to pay, for 
the use of these pipes, with the facility and opportunity of using them? He 
offered thet, not as a principle, but as a mode—nor as the only mode in point 
of law, but as the only practical mode of arriving at what the rent should be. 
To satisfy the court on this point, his evidence would be directed; whereas, 
on the other side, it would be sought to arrive at the rent by taking receipts 
and making deductions. But he understood from the learned judge that he 
should advise the magistrates to pay little or no attention to the evidence of 
the appellants, 

The Asststant-JuDGE said he thought the court would probably be as 
much at sea as to the real value of the speculative opinions on the one side 
or the other. Under those circumstances, as they would have an extremely 
difficult task to decide between the two hypotheses, he suggested that the 
parties should come to some arrangement between them. 

Mr. Bovitt said he was very desirous to get the question presented to the 
Court of Queen’s Bench. What he contended for was not that cost and a per 
centage upon it was the sole element, but that it ought to be considered as 
an important element in determining the annual rent a tenant would give for 
the pipes. He understood the learned judge to say he should advise the 


| Magistrates not to give attention to the evidence produced in support of that 


| 
| 


\ 


view ; and he was desirous, therefore, of having the opportunity of asking 
' the Court of Queen’s Bench to say that attention ought to be paid to it. 

| The Assistant-JuDGE: They will say, perhaps, that it received all the 
| attention it deserved. 

| Mr. DowpesweELt said, if the company would produce their books, he 
| would undertake to prove to demonstration that they ought to be rated at 
| £13,000 instead of £4000 a year. 
| .Mr. Bovrun said he took. it for granted that the court would assist him in 


| Obtaining the opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
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The Assistant-Jup@Ee said he did nct see in what way they could 
do so, 

Mr. Manisty said, taking it for granted that this court were governed 
by the decision in the Cambridge Gas Company, he would submit that this 
was a totally different case. In the Cambridge case, the whole of the com- 
pany’s plant and pipes were in one parish, and the question of what a tenant! 
would pay was of necessity involved in the question of what they were likely 
to earn in that parish, But how could this apply to the case of a company 
whose only occupation in the parish was that of the land in which the pipes 
were laid, and which pipes were only of use for conveying the gas whick was 
manufactured elsewhere into the houses ? | 

The Assistant-JupGe : You cannot disconnect the pipes in Paddington 
from the other parts of the company’s plant. The law upon this matter is 
so clearly settled that cases have gone out of one’s mind; but I remember it | 
has been said you are not to cut off one part of the premises from the other 
in estimating its value. 

Mr. Manisty did not mean to say that it had no bearing on the case, | 
because they were bound to assume that a person coming there would take 
the pipes as the means of supplying gas through them, and that he was in 
possession of the meane of bringing gas to them. 
the matter would be to suppose that the Imperial Company, possessing works | 
at Fulham, and mains from there through Kensington, found, when they | 
came to the parish of Paddington, that there were pipes already laid there ; 
and then the question arose, what would they be willing to give for the! 
privilege of becoming tenants of those pipes? 
perhaps, ask £4000 a year 


| 


| 


| 
| 


} 


The fair way to consider | | 


| ! 
The owners of them would, || 
for them; but the company would say, “* we will || 


: 5 ’ ° ! 
not give you that, because we can get them laid down for us for £2000 a| 
, i} 


year.’ ~e 
_ The Assistant-JuDGE: But that is substantially splitting the property up | 
into parishes. 

Mr. MANISTY: It is saying what the 


Vith great submission, it is not. 
7 
a 


property at Paddington would let for to a person who had another property | | 


adjoining. 

Mr. Boviii: It occurs to me that, if you do not see your way clear in this | 
particulur matter to grant us a case for the Court of Queen's Bench, after the 
intimation you have given, it would be useless to test the question further 
here. We are very desirous to take the case before a higher tribunal. 

The Assistant-JUDGE: If you will submit to me any question upon which, 
without exposing myself to any strong observations from the learned judges, 
I can ask their opinion, I shall be very happy to do it. 

Mr. Bovi_i: Supposing we were to give you this evidence which we pro- 
posed to do, and you were to find the fact that gas-works a -pipes are 
the subjects of hiring and letting, and that the usual rent for 
was 6 per cent, upon the outlay. Weare desirous to have the m 
because so long as this particular point is undisposed of, litigation 
in the parishes. 

The AsstsTantT-JUDGE: Mr. Clarke, you are in another cyse (the Char- 
tered Gas Company), in which I suppose the points are similar; can you 
suggest anything ? 

Mr. CLARKE said he could see no difficulty in doing so. The question was, 
which was the correct mode of ascertaining the rent, whether by climinating 
it from the balance-sheet, which it was clear could ouly be done in the case 
of a joint-stock company—for no one would think of asking a private i 
vidual what his profits were in order to arrive at the rateable valu 
premises—or by taking the opinion of competent sur rs as to what, 
their best judgment, they would say a tenant should give I 
and the question might be so raised for the opinion of the 

The Assisrant-JuDGE: I apprehend the court would 
matter for the sessions to hear evidence upon. 

Mr. CLARKE said it was for the sessions to determine on the 
fact, as to what should be the amount of rent; but if there was a question of | 
law, as to which mode of ascertaining the rent should be adopted, it would 
be for the Court of Queen’s Bench to determine, and he thought there would 
be no difficulty in stating a case, according to Mr. Bovill’s suggestion. 

Mr. Bovit1 said the case might be put in this way, that the parish con- 
tended the proper mode of ascertaining the rateable value was to take gros 
receipts and make certain deductions ; and the contention on the other side 
was, that they ought to takg the opinion of competent people as to what was 
the rent which the company would have to pay for such: accommodation. 

The AssisTanT-JuDGE.: I should be very happy te assist you if I could d 
so without stultifying the court. There would be no objection in a case t 
state that tht court considered the mode suggested by the Queen’s Bench was, 
as the respondents argued, but counsel on the other side contended that it 
was as suggested by you. 

Mr. CrarkeE: In the case of the Brighton Ruilwe 
don, the question was, what principle should be ap; 
rateable value in the parish? Two principles were 
—one was applying the principle of parochial earni 
mileage principle, which was ized as a ma neces 
from any other cause. The arbitrator } king the princi 
the mileage mode of calculation, it bro 
the parochial principle, it brot 
Queen’s Bench being asked which 
not the same thing be done here ? 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE inquired of the co r th 
what principle they proposed to support their assessment ? 


Mr. DowDESWELL said, they had gentlemen present, who would tell 
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court what they would give the company for their works; they had also sur- 
veyors present, who were engaged in the Cambridge ca who would 
tell the court that, in valuing the property of the appellants, they had acted 
on the same principle as in that case. 

The ASSISTANT-JUDGE, asked whether the respondents had had access to 
the company’s accounts? 

Mr. DowDEsWELL said they had not, but these gentlemen ha 
to the works, and ascertained from the engineer of the company 
particulars which enabled them to make their calculations. 
therefore, not acted on speculation in making this assessment. 
had applied over and over again for an inspection of the compan 
which, if they had been able to obtain, he was satisfied would show that they 
ought to be rated as a higher amount than that at which the parish had as-| 
sessed them. 
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Mr. Bovitt said his learned friend stated that the company ought to be 
assessed at a higher value; he, on the other hand, ended that the as- 
sessment should be lower. It was a question, therefore, which mode of 
ascertaining it was the correct one; and he was prepared to meet his friend | 
on that point. | 
The Assistant-JunGE said the court would still look upon the case with | 
the impression on their minds that there was a third way of ascertaining the | 
fact. He only asked the question of Mr. Dowdeswell in order to ascertain | 
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| ing, and cast a gloom over the minds of us all. 


||!avoid compliance with the statute. These testers, who will also have to 
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| whether the parish had adopted the old method of assessin 
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ad ; g the property at 
a large amount, leaving it to the other side to cut it down. 

Mr, DowpesweEtt said they had not done so. They had resorted to every 
means of obtaining the necessary information; they had investigated the 
cee accounts of the company lodged with the Clerk of the Peace, and 

ad acted on information obtained at the works. j 

After some discussion as to whether, after the intimation of the court, the 
other appeals by the company, which had been entered for hearing, should be | 
proceded with, 

The Asststant-JuDGE said: I am so anxious that, if possible, all doubt 
on the subject should be removed, that I have no objection at all to postpone 

judgment in this case until you shall have an opportunity of presepting to 
| the court some mode by which our judgment may be reviewed. 

Mr. Boviti: That will, perhaps, be the best way. 

|. The Assistant-JupGeE: It is understood then, that our decision, as far as 
it has gone, is, that the rate should be confirmed unless you can, between 
this and the next meeting of the court, suggest some mode by which the 
| Opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench can be obtained. 

The case was then adjourned, At a subsequent period of the day, the 
learned Judge said:—I shall pronounce judgment finally in this case on the 
ist of November, unless Mr. Bovill sends me some acceptable proposition 
for the Queen’s Bench between now and then. 


| = | sila 
| Miscellaneous News. 


LONDON GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders of this 
Company was held at the Freemasons Tavern, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s- 
— on Wednesday, the 10th of October—E. Hawkrs, Ksq., in the 
| chair. 
| .The CiratrMAn introduced the business of the day by saying—Gentlemen, 
when we issued our report for the half year just ended, we looked forward 
to meeting you on this occasion with feelings of unmixed satisfaction. I 
grieve, however, to say that | have to make a communication to you on a 
matter of the greatest concern to ali of us, and I ai sure it will be of deep dis- 
tress to many of you. Itis,that we have lost our engineer, to whose exertions 
we have been maiuly indebted for the state of things which have enabled us 
, to put such a report before you as we have done this day. We received, a 
short time ago, the very sad intelligence that he had been lost off the 
| Western coast of Ireland, along with his wife’s brother and another friend || 
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The Coammawy: Gentlemen, we have been able to put before you a more 
favourable report than we have ever done before; and I should have been 
disposed to speak upon it with much more spirit than I am at present, if 
this unfortunate circumstance had not occurred so shortly before our meet- 
Looking at the report, you 
will, !am sure, be satisfied with the existing state of our affairs; and therefore 
I need not occupy your time in dwelling upon them. All that I have now to 
do is to show you the reasons we have for thinking that these circumstances 
will continue, and even may, and probably in process of time will, become 
better than they now are. The chief events of the half year which has just 
expired are—the passing of the Act of Parliament for regulating the supply 
of gas in the metropolis, the completion of the new tank for the large gas- | 
holder, and the progress in construction of the gasholder itself, which we 
are erecting, and also the purchase of certain land at Nine Elms, which we | 
have entered into a contract for. With regard to the Act of Parliament, 
its first operation will be not to increase, but to diminish, your profits. The 
intention of the Act was not to benefit the companies, but the consumers; 
and the first effect of its passing will be in that direction, and that, too, 
somewhat at our expense. We are compelled by the statute to give the 
public gas of a high illuminating power—indeed, of a higher illuminating 
power than Newcastle coal alone will furnish—and in order to obtain the 
illuminating power which the Act compels us to supply, we shall be obliged 
to mix a considerable quantity of cannel coal with it. Cannel coal, as you 
know, does not produce coke of the same value as Newcastle coal does, and 
therefore the use of it will cut against us in two ways; for the coal itself is 
much more expensive, and the products are much less remunerative. There 
are also provisions in the Act for securing that the illuminating power pre- 
scribed is given—that is to say, public testers are to be appointed, so that, 
even if they were disposed, it would be impossible for the companies to 


y 
Z 





| see that the gas is of the proper purity, are to be appointed by the vestries, 
| and the gas companies have to be at the expense of providing suitable test- 
ing apparatus at a distance not exceeding 1000 yards from their works, at 
which the purity and illuminating power of their gas may be ascertained. 
The companies are also compelled to lay service-pipes free of expense, and 
| this is a charge which hitherto has not fallen upon us. There are many 
| provisions in the Act however equally beneficial to both parties. For instance 





Dividend-Fund. 





of theirs who was with them, They were out for a sail, and all three were 
lost. I wish I could say that we were the only or the greatest losers, but, } 
unhappily, he has left a widow and two very young children behind him, | 
who, I am fearful, will be found to be in very unfortunate circumstances, | 
Having made that announcement, perhaps we had better proceed at once to| | 
the strict business of the meeting, and after that has been transacted, I shall | 
have to refer again to this painful event. | 
The Secrerary (Mr. Hinde) then read the notice convening the meeting, | | 
and the seal of the company was affixed to the register of proprietors. 
The following report and statement of accounts were taken as read:— 


Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and half-yearly accounts, showing } | 
the result of the manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas, up to the 30th | 
day of June last. A statement of the profit and loss for the past half year isannexed 
to this report. It will be seen that after appropriating £750 to the redemption-fund, | | 
and £2000 for contingencies, the sum of £19,947. 13s. 5d. remains applicable to divi- | 
dend. Out of that sum the dividends upon all classes of preference shares and stock | | 
will be paid on and after the 15th instant ; and the directors recommend that at the 
same time a dividend of 25s. per share, being at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, 
be paid upon the ordinary shares which were paid up in full on or before the 30th 
day of June last. | 

No more gratifying proof can be afforded of the steady progress of the company 
than that an increased dividend of 2 per cent. can prudently be paid upon the ordi-| | 
nary shares with every prospect of its continuance. The gas rental is nearly £3900 
greater than in the corresponding previous half year. The cost of coal has been less, | | 
in consequence principally, of an improved contract ; notwithstanding which, the | | 
price realized for coke and other products has been somewhat greater. From the | 
great care which has been bestowed upon the distribution of the gas by removing un- | | 
necessary mains, and simplifying the arrangement of others, the loss by leakage has | | 
been diminished ; and in this department still further improvement may be looked for. | | 

The tank for the large gasholder mentioned in the last report is completed, and 
appears admirably constructed, so far as can be judged from its appearance, and the 
tests which have at present been applied of its capacity of retaining water. The 
ironwork is also proceeding satisfactorily, and the directors still look forward to the | | 
completion of the gasholder so as to be available in the ensuing winter, though the |! 
works have necessarily been delayed by the unseasonable severity of the weather. | | 

The directors have contracted for the purchase of land at Nine Elms of much im- | 
portance to the company, as offering facilities for communication between the 
Thames and the new works. | 

On the 28th of August, **An Act for better Regulating the Supply of Gas to the 
Metropolis,”? received the Royal assent. This Act renders it compulsory upon the | | 
companies, at considerable cost, to deliver gas of high illuminating power and great | | 
purity, and confers upon the consumers many other important advantages. At the || 
same time, the Legislature considered it advantageous both to the consumers and 
the companies that each company should have assigned to it a separate district ; and || 
this principle has been affirmed = the Act. The directors can see no reason for | 
altering the opinion expressed by them in their last report, that, upon the whole, 

his Act will confer stability upon gas property. | 
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£32,692 6 3) 


—proper tribunals are appointed where disputes between companies and | 
consumers can be arranged, so that the public, instead of fancying, as in | 
some cases they have done hitherto, that the companies are giving them 
worse gas, or charging more than they ought to do, wil! be able to appeal to | | 
a third party, who will be empowered to decide between them, which is | 
certainly an advantage to both parties. The principal advantage which 

arises to the companies from the passing of this Act is, that the separate | 
districts in which they supply are recognized and secured to them; so that 

we shall be free in future from a great deal of harassing which in past | 
times we have undergone, and in all probability our leakage will be much | 
diminished; so that in this respect a great improvement may be expected. | 
The only other source of loss to which we can look forward arises in reference | 
to the price of coals. Prices have already advanced, and the contract 

into which we have entered for the coming year is higher than it) 
was for the year that is past. Our position under the new Act of Par- 

liament, therefore, is this—on the one hand, we may have certain addi-| 
tional expenses thrown upon us, but on the other we shall be free from 

the continual harass to which we have been subject, while a greater degree , 
of stability will be given to gas property, for it is not to be expected that! 
Parliament will lightly interfere to repeal or alter an Act which was passed 

after twenty-eight days consideration in the House of Commons. With re- | 
gard to our new gasholder, we still believe that it will be completed and in| 
operation by Christmas. The tank which is now completed is perfectly | 
satisfactory in every respect. It has been tested three times and not the; 
slightest leakage has been perceptible, which is a most gratifying circum-| 
stance, and somewhat an unusual one at first in so large aconstruction, the | | 
gasholder being 150 feet in diameter. Another matter I may mention as| 

tending towards the increased stability of this company. You know that} 

the lease of our nny at Vauxhall is now very short—in fact, it will) 
expire in four years hence. You know also that we have purchased very 1] 
considerable premises at Nine Elms. But those premises had no communi- 

| 








cation with the river side, so that we should have been at very great ex- 
pense in having coals brought from the vessels to the works. It would 
have cost us 1s. or 1s. 6d. per ton to convey the coals between the two 
places, and as we burn something like 70,000 tons in the course of the year, 
the expense would be several thousand pounds. Running alongside of 
those works and communicating with the river was a piece of water which | 
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originally was a stream, but for many years has been converted into a mill- 
dam. It is of such a nature however, that with a little alteration barges 


we have just effected the purchase of that mill-dam, so that we shall be 
able at no expense for cartage to have our coals delived direct from the 
river into the works. I do not know that I have anything else to say ex- 

to allude again to the great loss which we have sustained in the un- 
timely death of our engineer, and to mention what provision we have made 
to carry on the works. In reference to the latter, 1 should state that we 
have requested Mr. Robert Jones, a consin of Mr. Richard Jones, who is the 
engineer of the Commercial Company, and some years ago was our con- 





confidence in placing the works under his supervision. I should also say 
that, more than a year since we engaged the services of Mr. Watson, 
a gentleman of considerable ability, to act under Mr. Richard Jones. 
Previous to coming to us he had had great experience in building matters 
as well as in gas engineering, and he has for more than a year had the 
additional advantage of working under Mr. Richard Jones, so that he is 
completely acquainted with all his plans and mode of working. Mr. Watson 
will now take charge of the works under Mr. Robert Jones, and I have no 
doubt that next year we shall be able to give you a satisfactory account of 
those works under the management of these two gentlemen. I now move, 
“ That the report of the directors and the accounts laid before the meeting 
| be received and adopted;” and I shall be happy to answer any inquiries the 
proprietors may desire to make. 

Mr. Ruopzs: I second the motion. I am glad to learn that you are 
bringing Hills’s matter to a close. 

The CuHarrman: Mr. Rhodes is alluding to an action which, though 
brought in the name of the London Gas Company, was an action against 
various gas companies in the metropolis, in reference to a mode of purifica- 
tion. I think I can state, in reference to that matter, that there is every 
probability of these actions being brought toa termination, and,I trust, not 
an unsatisfactory one. 

Mr. Ruopes: There is an item of £500 for law expenses in the accounts 

in. Have the auditors ever had the vouchers for these law expenses ? 

The CuHarrMan: ‘The law expenses we have been put to are very large. 
There was a heavy suit with the Imperial Company, and another with the 
parish of Chelsea, as well as the one with Mr. Hills. We have not chosen 
to charge the law expenses each half year as they have occurred, but have 
carried to the law —— account £500 every half year, paying off those 
expenses gradually. Without taking Hills’ action into account, I think I 
||may say that all the law expenses are — covered at the present moment 
—in fact, I believe they are entirely covered. 

Mr. Ruoves: There is another item—“ Allowances and bad debts, £1679.” 
That seems a very large sum for one half year. 

The Caarrman: I may state, once for all, that “allowances and bad debts” 
are the worst item in our accounts, and I think it is the only item upon 
which we can be attacked. But, large as it is, I should tell you it does not 
belong to the present state of things. Since the districting took place, our 
collections have been much better than they were, and during the last year 
we collected £2000 more than the rental of the year, so that we are dimi- 
||nishing the arrears very largely, and I think the shareholders will never 
see such an item in the aceounts again. 

Mr. Ruopes: I do not quite understand the plan adopted in these accounts 
of bringing forward the surplus profits in December, 1859?” 

The CHArrMAN: If you compare the previous profit and loss account with 
the present, you will see they correspond. We carry over, each half year, 
the surplus profits to the next account. In the next account, we add the 
profits of the current half year, and then charge against the aggregate sum 
the dividends declared at the last meeting. You will see by the present 
accounts that the surplus profits on the 3lst of December, 1859, were 
£17,353, and the balance of the profit and loss account for the past half 
year is £15,338, making together £32,692. Against that we charge the 
dividends paid last April, so that the balance remains now £19,947, out of 
which the present dividends will have to be paid. 

Mr. Ruopes: I am much obliged for the information, and have much 
pleasure in seconding the resolution. : 

Mr. Maurpy: Is there not a provision in the Act of Parliament just passed 
by which companies are entitled to the arrears of dividends, which have been 
suspended ? ' : ; 

‘The CHAIRMAN: No, not actually in the Act of Parliament which has 
just passed. It has incorporated with it a great many of the provisions of 
the Gas Clauses Act, and by that Act companies were not compelled to 
reduce the price of gas until their profits had reached 10 per cent., and they 
had recouped their shareholders to that extent for previous years defi- 
ciencies. Thus, if in the previous year they had only paid 5 per cent., they 
had power to recoup themselves out of future profits to the extent of an- 
other 5 per cent., so as to make their whole dividend 10 per cent. 

Mr. Matrsy: Would that be the case if they had allowed six years to 
elapse ? 

he CHAIRMAN: There was no time fixed by the Gas Clauses Act; but 
the new Act does fix aperiod. It is now limited, as far as we are concerned, 
to six years. But under the Gas Clauses Act no company ever availed 
themselves to the full extent of that provision; so that we must not fancy 
that, to a certainty, we shall not avail ourselves of the provisions of this Act. 

Mr. Mattsy: It only struck me that, in the course of a few years, you 
would be able, upon the present calculations, to pay 10 per cent., but that 
the shareholders would be deprived of having the six years previous divi- 
dends paid up. : : 

The CHarRMAN: No, we should not be deprived of that; but I think we 
|! had better not look forward to it. I have already explained that in the 
coming year there are additional expenses to anticipate, although, as I have 
mentioned, there are advantages secured to us. And then, too, we are 
looking on to the time when the large sum at present laid aside for depre- 

















||it. There are many sources of loss and profit to look forward to; but it is 
difficult as yet to say how the Act will work. We have gone on hitherto 
very prudently, and I hope we shall never be obliged to diminish the divi- 
||dends we have now reached, but rather that we shall progress until at 
|| length we reach our 10 per cent. — ; 

Mr. Matrsy: I am quite sure, if the present management of our affairs 
continues, we shall do so. I merely mentioned this matter in the belief 
|| that, from the position of our affairs, the shareholders might hope ultimately 
to receive a portion of their back dividends. 

The Cuarrman: There is nothing in the new Act to prevent their doing so. 

Mr. Gray: I think there can be but one opinion that the report which 
has been presented and the explanations given by the chairman are in the 
highest degree satisfactory. My worthy friend has alluded to the Act of 
Parliament, and I think it is quite right that the proprietors now present 





can be brought up from the river close alongside of our new retort-house, and | tators with the gentiemanly anxiety to damage other persons’ property, and 


sulting engineer, to resume that office, and the directors have the fullest | 


ciation will cease altogether, and the shareholders will have the benefit of 








should not go away with the idea that that Act was brought about by the 
companies at all. The bill was introduced into Parliament by a body of agi- 


in doing which they considered themselves very clever. The whole of the 
gas companies of the metropolis opposed the bill, because there were pro- 
visions in it which, if they had been adopted, would have deprived you of 
all control over your own property invested in gas-works, and handed over 
the management of it to a parcel of irresponsible persons. Such a provision, 
however, forms no part of the bill as adopted by Parliament. There are, it 
is true, as stated by the chairman, some conditions imposed upon us in the 
Act of an onerous character; but I think, taking the bill as a whole, we 
have no cause tocomplain of it. I look forward to the companies being now 
permitted, for many years to come, to remain in peaceable possession of their 
property under this Act of Parliament, and I hope the consumers of gas will 
be satisfied that everything has been done in their behalf by the Legislature 
that could reasonably be expected. There has already been a reduction of 
the price of gas by some of the companies, clearly showing a disposition on the 
part of the managers of gas companies to consult the interest of the public 
whenever they can do so with safety to themselves. Butit would be insanity 
to talk about making reductions in price, with the chance of diminishing the 
value of their property, and sacrificing the interests of their shareholders; 
and the directors of gas companies, while they are anxious to satisfy their 
customers, are bound to see that their property is preserved intact. My 
worthy friend has alluded to the purchase of land which har been made by 
the company. I compliment the board on the acquisition of that property. 
As the chairman has stated, it would have involved them in an expense of 
some £3000 or 4000 a year to have to pass their coals over land not in their 
possession. Whatever price, therefore, may have been paid for the land, it is 
a most important acquisition, so far as the company are concerned. I would 
take this opportunity of stating that the proprietors of this and of all gas~- 
works, are much indebted to my worthy friend, the chairman, for the great 
zeal and energy he threw into the business while the Act of Parliament to 
which reference has been made was in progress. In no inconsiderable 
degree do I attribute to him and a few friends the merit of having been in- 
strumental in expunging from the first bill those clauses which would have 
operated so prejudicially against us. I think it due to him that I, as the 
chairman of another gas company, should take this opportunity of expressing 
my gratitude to him for the unwearied attention he bestowed on that matter, 
which was so important as affecting not only this company, but every other 
company in the metropolis. Reference has been made to a very painful 
occurrence—the untimely death of our engineer, Mr. Jones. It is unneces- 
sary for me to add anything to what has been said, but I cannot avoid ex- 
pressing my conviction, from the knowledge I had of Mr. Jones, that his 
death is a loss not only to us, but to the scientific world generally. But 
while I, in common with all the proprietors, lament the loss of one so 
deservedly respected, I feel much satisfaction in knowing that the directors 
have been able to make arrangements with a cousin of his, who is the 
engineer of the Commercial Company, and a person well qualified to give 
advice, so far as this company are concerned. We have all heard with 
regret of the way in which Mr. Richard Jones lost his life, and also that he 
has left a wife and two children to lament his decease. I trust that, under 
the circumstances, the proprietors will feel it their duty to do something 
for them. Having made these remarks, I will only express my great gratifi- 
cation at the prosperous state in which our property is placed. I have no 
doubt that our dividends will by-and-bye be increased, because, as my 
worthy friend has stated, the depreciation-fund will not have to be kept up 
to the present extent. As far as it has gone, it has been a very desirable 
thing; but under the new Act some alterations will have to take place. It 
is now provided that only a certain per centage on the capital shall be laid 
aside to meet deficiencies, and that the remainder of the profits shall be 
divided among the proprietors; so that we may reasonably hope for im- 
proved dividends. 
The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 


The Cuarrman: Now, gentlemen, I have to recur to the subject with 
which I commenced the proceedings. It is the wish of my brother directors, 
as it is my own, that something should be said on this occasion as to the 
benefit which this company have received from the labours of Mr. Jones; 
that we should make some acknowledgment of the sense we entertain of 





that benefit, as well as offer an expression of our regret at the loss we have 
sustained in his removal. Mr. Jones came into our service some five years 
since. Up to that time, we had paid no dividend whatever, even to our pre- 
ference shareholders. Very shortly after he joined us, we were enabled 
first to begin paying dividends to our blue, then to our red, and, lastly, to 
our black shareholders, which latter have now risen to 5 per cent.—a good, 
healthy state of things. I shonld say that,in my belief, no engineer in 
London was more competent than our friend, Mr. Jones, to conduct a gas- 
work, He was a very young man—not thirty—at the time’of his death, 
but yet I never saw a person more thoroughly capable of managing works 
and men than he was. I believe his fuel account may well be compared 
with that of any other engineer in the metropolis—indeed, in every respect, 
we had the fullest reason to be satisfied with him. A more honourable 
man I never met with in my life. I believe it would have been impossible 
to tempt him to the slightest breach of integrity and honour on any occa- 
sion or under any circumstances; and I assure you that the sad intelli- 
gence of his death has created the greatest distress among the directors and 
officers of the company associated with him. I believe all who knew him 
regret his loss; he was a universal favourite, and I feel how difficult it will 
be to replace him—certainly, with a person so affable and pleasant to our- 
selves to communicate with. I always felt towards him as a friend, and 








had the greatest pleasure of an evening in talking over the affairs of the 
company with him. He was a man of great intelligence—in fact, he had 

every qualification that we could desire. I should say that upon the faith | 
of the position he had attained, and with the expectation of acquiring a| 
fortune (for he was not only our engineer, but was beginning to be con-| 
sulted by other companies in the country, and had every reason to anti- | 
cipate that he should take a high position in his ——-, he married, | 
and has left a widow and two young children. Whatever their circum- | 
stances may be—and I know they are not good—they will suffer a great 
reduction in circumstances from those in which they have been placed. 
Considering that Mr. Jones was the principal contributor towards bringing 
this company into the position in which we now find ourselves, and that 
we are indebted to him in a great measure—principally, I will say— 
for the dividends we are now receiving, and for the contingent and 
other funds we have formed, the feeling of the directors is, that the family 
of our deceased friend are entitled to receive from the company not a bare 
acknowledgment of gratitude for services past, but with that acknowledg- 
ment something in a more substantial form. I believe, too, that the share- 
holders generally will support us in the recommendation we are about to 
make, and that is, that we should not only express our regrets to the family 
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twelve years, our original shareholders receive 5 per cent. on their capital. 
Under such circumstances, I think it would be extremely ungrateful in us 
were we not to render our cordial thanks to our directors, for it is by their 


this meeting, having heard with the deepest regret of the calamity which | zeal and fidelity in the performance of their duty that we have arrived at | 
has dapeivel the company of the services of the late engineer, Mr. Richard | the position we are now in. 1 beg, therefore, to move, “ That the cordial | 
Jones, desires to express its sincere sympathy and cndolence with his | and unanimous thanks of the tr se are eminently due, and hereby | 
widow and family, and also to record the high esteem in which he was held | given to the board of directors for their faithful, judicious, and able manage- 


by every member of the company—to mark the estimation of the valuable | ment of the affairs of the company.” 
Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted. 


services he rendered, and the benefits resulting from his integrity, zeal, and | ( 
devotion to the interests of the company—the directors be authorized to | | The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I have to acknowledge now, as I have often | 
| appropriate £1000 for the benefit of his family in such a manner as they | done before, the vote of thanks you have so kindly passed, and to thank you | 
shall think most conducive to its interests.” We have put the latter part | for the sympathy you have again, as on every previous occasion, shewn to || 
of the resolution in this form because really at present we are so little in- | us, and which has enabled us to carry on our = with the greatest satis- | 
formed as to the position of his family, that we cannot tell how best pro- | faction. Now that I am on my ijegs, let me have the pleasure of proposing || 
vision can be made for them; but if the meeting approve of this proposition, | 2 vote of thanks to the auditors. I think such a proposal cannot come_ 
the directors will take care to administer the trust to the utmost of their abi- | better than from the chair, especially as I know the auditors can assure you | 
lity, assured that the wish of the proprietors will be that whatever is done | that there has never been the slightest appearance of collusion between the 
should be done in the most acceptable manner. board and them. I believe that no director ever spoke to them on the sub- 
| Mr. R. Taytor: What was the remuneration of the engineer ? | ject of the company’s accounts, and as to the way in which they have | 
| The Cuarrman: Five hundred pounds a year, and his house. But £500 discharged their duty, I know that the shareholders and ourselves are 
| a year would be a very inadequate reward for what he has done for this | entirely of one opinion. ; ' ; 
| company, if he could not have looked forward to a far higher position and Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which having been adopted, was! 
|| greater emolument. I believe the most essential and important part of his | acknowledged by Mr. Drr.ry, and the proceedings terminated. 
|| labours for this company were almost brought to an end, and that in future | ‘ s . oe a 
|| his duty: would be simply that of an engineer. But though his labours and SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
| The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the London | 
| 


“| 


| 
} 





of Mr. Jones, but that out of our contingent-fund we should present them 
with £1000. Believing that the shareholders would be willing to accede to 
this proposal, we have prepared beforehand the following resolution: “ That 


| 

















anxieties would have been diminished, still it would have been incumbent A ‘ 
| upon the company very largely to have increased his salary; sothat we | Tavern on Wednesday, the 10th of October—T. B. Simpson, Esq., in the! 
| think we are not doing an inappropriate thing—indeed, in the opinion of | chair. j ‘ 

some of the shareholders, we are doing too little—in wishing that £1000 The Secretary (Mr. Livesey) read the advertisement, the seal of the 
should be set aside for the benefit of his family. company was affixed to the register, and the minutes of the last half-yearly 


| Mr. Gray: I rise, sir, to give my most cordial assent to the proposition | meeting read. 
|| which you have submitted to us. A more efficient engineer than Mr.Jones | The following report of the directors and statements of account were 
| it was impossible to have, and the state in which his widow and children | presented, and, on the motion of the chairman, received and adopted :— 
|| are left calls upon us for the expression of our sympathy, and to do some- Since the meeting of proprietors in April last, the “‘ Bill for Regulating the Supply 
|| thing to relieve them from the burden which may fall upon them unless | of Gas to the Metropolis,” then before the House of Commons, has, after consider- 
some such step as that now suggested is taken. able modification, passed the Legislature, and the several London companies will for | 
Mr. Muzy: I cordially concur in the proposition. When we consider | “Bie ket ok taeigeeteeeemenne tr “ rties unconnected with and inimical 
| | that the position of the company may be fairly attributed to the services | 4, Sean communion and necessarily created S gsent expense to this and the other 
; which Mr. Jones rendered, I am quite sure the proprietors will not be | metropolitan companies in defending their interests, and in obtaining sundry altera- 
| wanting in gratitude under the circumstance of the heavy calamity in | tions; and, although it still contains many objectionable clauses, the directors hope, 
which his family are placed, but will unanimously support the resolution. if a good understanding is cultivated between the consumers and the companies, that 
It was but yesterday that I heard of the sad event, and I confess that,inde- | it may work satisfactorily. aE Re : 
| pendently of any consultation with my brother proprietors, I had fixed it m — py tenn tt — notwithstanding thie oe eee 
in my own mind that we ought to adopt exactly such a proposal as the | assured they can meet them without difficulty, as the chemical examiner for the south 
chairman has placed before us, and that we should not give less than £1000 | of London has always reported this company’s gas, in point of quality, to be above 
in aid of his widow and children. I trust and believe that the resolution | the new standard, and, with regard to purity, fully equal to the proposed test. 
| put from the chair will receive the unanimous approval of the shareholders set tell pee, ate arasae aca son eae song sd o 
resent. : — - egos: ; ——e 
Mr. DeELey: I wish to add my testimony to the value of Mr. Jones. 9 oa mae Hoe gem on reducing the price of gas 4d. per 1000 cubic feet from 
About twelve months after he was appointed, I went over the works, andI =~ ‘the rental for gas and the receipts for products are in excess of the corresponding 
| | observed a very marked improvement in the appearance of the place as period of 145°. The income from these sources for the half year to June 30 last being 
|| well as in the general management. I made a statement to that effect ata | £37,920. 2s. \., and the expenditure for the same period £24,540. 11s. 9d., leaving a 
|| general meeting held here shortly after, and I have not seen anything since bog Bocce heme th ee Diceieiiiitih actin ait 
be , . as » business any 6 - a ve gs 
|| to alter that opinion. And cag to his private character, the only place at cient condition to meet any further increase aaing the present year, but in all pro- 
| which I have ever seen him away from the works was often at church. bability it will be found necessary in the course of next year, or soon after, to make 
| I believe we have lost a valuable man, and a good engineer. some considerable additions. ¥ 
The resolution was then put from the chair and carried unanimously. The directors in their last report announced their intention of erecting additional 
Mr. Mitey: Gentlemen, | think we ought not to forget the gratifying | condensers and purifiers, and they have now the pleasure of informing the meeting 
circumstance that we are this day for the first time placed in possession of | that the condensers are completed, and that the purifiers will be in operation in a 
& res ectable dividend for all our shareholders. We are enabled in the | In conclusion, the directors recommend that a dividend be declared for the half 
| faithful discharge of our duty, to meet the payments due to our debenture | year to June 30 last at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, with a bonus of 14s. per 
|| or preference shareholders, and now, for the first time during the last tenor | share. 


Dr. Working the Establishment, for the Half Year to June 30, 1860. Cr. 


5 , By gas rental to— 
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|, To amount paid for wages ee ae ee ee . * \ 

| ee ee ee ee ee ee 1,509 | Ee 5s BD eet wowace cus BOS SS 
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Ditto to directors and auditors 
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Ditto for repair of ovens and retorts 
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Ditto in service-pipes. . . . . 
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Dr. Balances, to June 30, 1860. Cr. 
.£152,000 0 By amountexpended on works . . . . . . « « «© « « £122,767 1511 
4,401 8 3 Stock on hand— 
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De 6 ae Goes 6 eo Oe ob ae ew ok i ee 
£176,413 15 1 £176,413 15 1 


The CuarrmAn: I will now move, as I am anxious to occupy as little of | The Cuarrman: In answer to that, I would say that our dividends are of | 
your time as possible, “ That a dividend for the half year ending 30th June | so small an amount, when compared with the extensive business of a rail-| 
last be now declared, at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, with a bonus of | way, that the inconvenience is not much; still, if any proprietor would like’ | 
14s. per share, clear of income-tax, and that the same be payable on and | to have his dividend sent to him. I am sure the secretary would have plea- | | 
after the 17th inst., at the company’s bankers.” | sure in accommodating him, or, if desired, paying it into his bankers, 

Mr. Ritey: I think the plan of sending cheques for the dividends tothe | Mr. Ruopes: Respecting the public lamps—do you keep them in repair? 
proprietors, as in the case of railway and some other companies, might be The CHAIRMAN: We do repair the lamps, but the price charged in our|| 

adopted by us; and I am sure it would be a great accommodation to the | contracts with the parishes is understood to cover the cost of repairs. 
country shareholders. Mr. Ruopes: In what are your “ investments” made? 
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The Secretary: East India debentures and Consols. 

A Proprietor: The report speaks of your having made a reduction in 
the price of gas. What is the price now charged? 

The Cuarrman: We now charge 4s. 2d. per 1000 in some districts, and 
4s. 8d. in others, 
| Mr. Gray: There can be no difference of opinion, I think, that the ac- 
| | counts presented on this occasion are of a very satisfactory kind, and that 
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| | the directors are entitled to our best thanks for their efficient management | 


| of our affairs—— 

The Cuarrman: Before Mr. Gray proceeds, you will perhaps allow me, 
|| 28 is usually the case, to make two or three remarks. On this occasion we 
'| have but little to say, except that we have during the last half year had a bill 

| introduced into Parliament, as you are aware, for the better regulation of 
|, the metropolis gas companies. It so happens that that bill, which was 
| | originally brought forward by parties totally unconnected with gas pro- 
|| perty, was inimical to the interests of the gas companies at large; and, had 
| it been passed in the form in which it was introduced, would have worked 
|| very much to your injury, and to the injury of all who have invested their 
‘capital in similar undertakings. I need not tell you that, with the great 
fight which took place on that occasion, extending as it did over twenty- 
| eight days, large expenses were involved in it. As far as this company 
were concerned, we were perfectly sincere in our opposition to that bill, and 
|if it had been left to us, we should not have allowed it to goon. But it 
has been passed with certain modifications; and, though we have sub- 
| mitted tacitly to some of these modifications, it so happens that, unfor- 
|| tunately, the Act is one which neither gives satisfaction to the public 
nor to the companies. There are certain stringent clauses in it which are 
very objectionable to us and bear very hardly upon us, but still I believe 
that, if the public will deal with us fairly and reasonably, and as one man 
should deal with another, we, on our part, taking care to do our duty in 
reference to their interests, it may work tolerably satisfactorily, and in 
the end perhaps both parties may be contented. It has been said in the 
City, and also at meetings elsewhere, that the gas companies introduced 


that bill. I hope every gentleman who has the opportunity of expressing | 


his opinion on any occasion will let it be known very distinctly that not 
only did the gas companies not introduce it, but that they were decidedly 


opposed to it. At the meeting of the City Corporation, there were many | 


remarks made in reference to the bill which were entirely incorrect, and 
, needed to be explained and set right. We are told that it is very hard for a 
man to be obliged to give security for his gas rents, but it should be 
remembered that we are compelled to lay on the gas, no matter what a 


;man’s character may be. And I would ask, on the other hand, whether it | 


would not be considered a great hardship, if a tradesman having an article 
to dispose of, should be compelled to trust we J man, whoever he might be, 
without requiring some security that he should be paid for what he sup- 
plied. You, as merchants, would not trust your goods to anybody without 
the prospect of payment; but, in the case of gas companies, they are com- 
pelled to trust a person who demands it, with gas, and therefore there is 
nothing unreasonable in their being allowed to ask for security when the 
party supplied is unknown to them. I need not occupy your time in re- 
ferring to other points, though there are many others to which I might 
| direct your attention. As I said before, the bill was in the first place so 
extremely objectionable as presented to the House, that the companies 
| determined to give it their most strenuous opposition, and had it not been 
| modified, they would unquestionably have cone so, but, seeing as they sub- 
| sequently did an opportunity of effecting such alterations as to get rid of 
|many of its obnoxious features, they exerted themselves to do so, and now 
we have an Act under which in a short time I hope there will be no com- 
| plaints either one way or the other; and I am persuaded that, if the public 
| will only meet us in a fair and honest manner, the metropolitan gas com- 
panies will treat them in the same spirit. I may add that, in order to satisfy 
the public, we have reduced the = of our gas 4d. per 1000 feet, and also 
| that for the future we shall not charge for meters either in our out or home 
| district. We are not compelled as yet to reduce the price, not having 
,reached the maximum with regard to our reserve-fund; but, feeling per- 
| suaded that the reduction of price will tend to increase our business, and 
|| that the company will be in a state of as great prosperity at our next meet- 
ing as we are happy to find it to-day, we determined to give the public the 
benefit of a reduction. I do not know, gentlemen, that I have anything 
| else to say to you except to congratulate you on the satisfactory position of 
the company’s affairs. 

| Mr. Grav: I quite agree in the remarks of the chairman, and I think you 
| could not well help making a reduction in the price of gas. Your having 
| done so ought to convince the consumers that the managers of gas compa- 


nies are not the inexorable people that it has been attempted to prove them; | 


| that they are willing to listen toreason; and that it is their wish, as it is 
| their undoubted policy, to be on good terms with their customers. It is 
| quite evident that those who invest their capital in such undertakings are 
| entitled to a fair return; and, while they exact from the public no more 
| than is sufficient to pay interest upon their capital, the public ought to be 
content. My worthy friend has stated that the South Metropolitan Com- 
pany would have got rid of the bill to which he referred, and I am not sur- 
prised at that, because they are in different circumstances to other compa- 
nies, having a small capital and a good revenue, so that there were no rea- 
sons why they should come under parliamentary restrictions. My friend 
| has also stated that there are some clauses in the Act as it stands which 
|| are very onerous upon the companies; but, for my own part, I cannot help 
| thinking that in the end they will be found satisfactory to the companies, 
and not objectionable to the consumers. The chairman tells us that the 
measure is one with which no one is satisfied. To me that is one of its 
recommendations, for if the promoters of the bill were satisfied, I am sure 
‘I should not have been, and therefore the Act stands in the happy position 
of pleasing no one. At the same time, the passing of the bill will give a 

| degree of security to gas companies which they have not enjoyed before. 
\It is perfectly clear that those who have been agitating the question of 
|the monopoly of the gas companies would not have been satisfied if the 
bill had been thrown out, and that next session they would have introduced 
another. The introduction of this bill into Parliament was attended with 
jan expense to the companies of nearly £15,000, and if this were to be 
|repeated year after year our profits would be seriously interfered with. 
As matters now stand, I trust we shall go on very harmoniously for some 

| years tocome. I think the directors of this company should not pursue 
|| any other course than that which they have hitherto done, and I hope my 
worthy friend’s prophecy will be fully realized, and that while effecting a re- 
duction in the price of gas, they will keep up the same rate of dividend to the 
shareholders. T feel that as regards the past we are under great obligations 
to the directors for their attention to the affairs of the company, and at the 

proper time I shall submit a resolution expressive of that opinion. 


| exceed 10 per cent.; but we have done it by anticipation, believing that it 





A Proprietor: What are the districts in which you have made the 
reduction in price to 4s. 2d. and 4s. 8d.? 

The Cuarrman: We have a certain district which we call the out district, | 
and the price there is 4s, 8d., while all within that is charged 4s. 2d. per 1000. | 

The Proprietor: Have you made the reduction in consequence of | 
competition ? 

The Cuarrman: No; we are bound to reduce the price when our profits 





will lead to an increased demand, so that the present prosperity of the com- | 
pany will continue, and we shall soon attain our maximum reserve-fund of 
£20,000. 
Mr. Gray: I see by the report you contemplate making additions to the 
works. May I ask how aah ean capital can be called up? 
The CHarrman: About £48,000. | 
Mr. Gray: What reduction do you calculate that 4d. per 1000 feet will | 
make in your revenue? 1 
he CHarrMAN: Between £3000 and £4000 a year. And now, gentlemen, 
I have a very agreeable subject to mention to you, and I feel sure you will 
be happy to support the views of the directors in reference to it. We have | 
a most excellent officer in our secretary, who we have great pleasure in | 
seeing at our board—a gentleman who at all times studies your interests, | 
and whose abilities you have always acknowledged to be of first-rate order. 
We have great satisfaction in proposing to you that an addition of £100 a || 
year be made to his salary; and I have little doubt that the feeling of una- 
nimity which you manifested on a former occasion when a similar proposal | | 
was made, will characterize the vote given on the present resolution. | 
Mr. Gray: I second the motion; and I am sure that every proprietor who | | 
is acquainted with the working of your establishment will concur in the re- | | 
commendation of the chairman. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. | 
The Secretary: Gentlemen, I thank you most sincerely for your very 
liberal and kind vote in my favour; and I hope the directors will allow me to || 
express my thanks to them for the kindness I have always received at their | | 
hands, and for the handsome way in which my name has been introduced | | 
to your notice to day. I can only assure you that no effort on my part will | | 
at any time be wanting to promote the prosperity of the company, and to | 





| advance your interests. 





| governor, are due in a great measure the success which has attended the operations | 








Mr. Gray: We must not separate without 9 age my to the directors the | | 
high opinion we entertain of the way in which they have conducted the || 
affairs of the company. In the past, we have an earnest that the same | 
course will be pursued by the chairman and his associates for many years | 
to come, and that, while they have the administration of our affairs, we shall 
not suffer any diminution of prosperity. I would only make one suggestion 
to them, and that is, to get rid of the bonus, and add the amount to the | 
dividend. | 
The Cuarrman: We intend to do so. | 
Mr. Ropes seconded the vote of thanks to the directors, which was || 
cordially adopted. } 
The Cuatrman: I thank you most heartily for the compliment you have 
thought fit to pay us. Be assured that so long as the present board of di- 
rectors retain your confidence, and it is in their power to serve the com- 
pany, the best of their abilities and energy will be directed to secure the 
permanent prosperity of the undertaking. 
A vote of thanks to the auditors was then adopted, and it was resolved that 
an addition of ten guineas per annum each be made to their remuneration. | 
The resolution having been acknowledged by one of the auditors, the | 
proceedings terminated. | 








IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this || 
Company was held on Tkursday, October 11, at the offices of the company 
John Street, Bedford Row—James Sr. GEorcE Burke, Esq., deputy- | 
governor, in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Henry) read the advertisement convening the 
meeting, and the seal of the company having been affixed to the register of 
— the accounts and the following directors’ report were ~— 
read :— 

Your directors deeply lament that the first event of the half year on which they | | 
have to report is the death of your late excellent governor, Mr. William Parry | | 

| 


Richards. 

It is not too much to say that to the high character and intelligence of that gen- | 
tleman, and the assiduous attention given by him to the affairs of the company 
during the long period of thirty-two years in which he filled the office of its 





of the company, and the high position which it holds in the public estimation. 

At the same time, the general esteem in which Mr. Richards was held, and the 
deep and sincere regret felt for his loss by all to whom he was known, afford the 
highest tribute that can be paid to his memory ; and in the expression of these feel- 
ings which are warmly entertained by your directors and all the officers of the com- 
pany, they feel assured they shall have the hearty concurrence of the proprietary. 

The last half year has also been a very eventful one to this as well as to all the 
other metropolitan gas companies, by reason of the passing of the, Metropolis Gas 
Act, which has introduced some new legislative regulations in the conduct of their 
affairs, deemed necessary by reason of the resolution to which the companies had 
wisely come of abandoning competition with one another. ‘ 

The bill, although at first introduced under protestations of desiring only fair and 
reasonable protection against monopoly (which its promoters admitted to be benefi- 
cial to the public when properly regulated), was nevertheless prosecuted by them in 
a very hostile spirit to the companies, and, if passed in the manner proposed, 
would have been most detrimental to your interests ; it therefore became the duty 
of your directors, in conjunction with the other companies, to offer it a strenuous 
opposition, and they are happy to say that _ | their united efforts they succeeded in 
expunging from the bill its most objectionable provisions, and that in its present 
shape, although it may possibly entail some annoyances in the management of the 
affairs of the company, there is reason to hope that it will not prejudically affect the 
pecuniary interests of the proprietors. . 

By its provisions, the maximum price of 6s., authorized to be charged for the 1000 
cubic feet of gas under the Imperial Gas Act of 1854, has been reduced to 5s. 6d., and 
the illuminating power of the gas increased from 12 wax to 12 sperm candles, or 
one-sixth; but the reduced maximum price will, in the opinion of your directors, 
enable the company to secure a permanent dividend of 10 per cent. per annum, At 
the same time, the period during which the companies may make up any past divi- 
dends of leas amount than 10 per cent., and which has heretofore been unlimited, is 
now restricted to six years. 

Your directors are happy to be able to report that the profit for the last half year, 
added to the balance alrendy at the credit of profit and loss, will be sufficient to pay 
a dividend on the paid-up capital after the rate of 10 per cent. per annum ; also to 
pay 2 per cent. in respect of dividend for the year 1857, in which the dividend was 
only 74 per cent. 7 

These payments will reduce the surplus to be carried over to the next account to 
the sum of £5070; and your directors hesitated at first in recommending so large an 
appropriation of the funds at their disposal, the more especially as they have found 
it necessary to order the expenditure of a large amount of capital in the construc- 
tion of new gasholder-room, and in the laying down of mains of large calibre, to 
meet with certainty and efficiency the wants of the public in the district which they 


have undertaken to supply. 
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On the whole, however, your directors see no sufficient reason for withholding 
from the proprietors the dividend which they have legitimately earned, and they 
therefore beg to recommend that a dividend for the half year ending 30th June last 
be declared, at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, on the paid-up capital of the com- 
pany, with 2 per cent. in addition, in respect of the arrears of dividend for the year 
1857, on the amount of capital then paid up. 

The CuarrMan then rose and said: Gentlemen, you have heard the repor* 
and accounts read by your secretary, and, in accordance with the usua 
custom, I propose to offer you a few observations upon the events of the 
last half year. It has been one very eventful to your interests in more 
respects than one; and, but for one sad occurrence, which stands at the 
head of the report, it would be one of great congratulation to you. I con- 
fess that that one occurrence has cast a gloom over the whole of the 
report, which materially affects its otherwise favourable character. Gentle- 
men, I will not trust myself to dwell upon that circumstance. It has been 
alluded to in the report in terms justified entirely by the merits of our 
deceased governor. (Hear, hear.) It is perfectly unnecessary for me, in 
the presence of gentlemen to whom he was known, to allude in any manner 
to that untiring assiduity which, for thirty-two years past, he brought to 
bear = all your affairs. I think that is known to you all; but to those 
who, like myself, have for years past sat in the same room with Mr. Richards, 


only an efficient head and governor of our affairs, but all of us have lost a 
private friend. Gentlemen, forgive me if I dwell no longer on thatsubjest. T 
confess I cannot verify the old adage that “ out of the full heart the mouth 
speaketh.” (Hear, hear.) Let us now turn to matters of business, the most 
important one of which is the bill of last session—the Metropolitan Gas Act. 
|| It may be in the recollection of gentlemen who were present upon the 
occasion of our last half-yearly meeting, that I myself then took the 
liberty of warning you against what 1 conceived to be the insidious 
character of that measure. It is quite true that it was put forward by 
|| its promoters with the ostensible desire only of introducing fair regula- 
|| tions for the establishment of a uniformity of legislation, in respect to the 
| different metropolitan gas companies; and, inasmuch as there was not 
preceeiny of legislation, we never denied, for one moment, that it might be 
desirable to have an Act to establish that uniformity, and therefore we met 
| those gentlemen in a fair and amicable spirit. They expressed to us no- 
| thing but a desire for what was fair, and they induced us, from time to time, 
| to make a variety of concessions, which are now in the bill, and to which 
| We have no objection. It was thought, when we met these gentlemen in 
| Parliament—or, rather, some people thought, for I confess I never did—that 
| the bill would be prosecuted by them in a similar spirit. But, having a good 

deal of experience in parliamentary matters, I have learnt that, when these 
| Measures are put forward upon the ground of public interest, public inte- 
| rest too often means robbing the company in order to put money into the 

pocket of the consumer; and we were not long in discovering that that was 
| the real object and intention of the promoters of the bill. We did what we 
| could to make head against their proceedings, and, at first, we were led to 
| believe, from the constitution of the committee to which the bill was re- 
| ferred, that we should have ample justice done to both sides. That com- 
| mittee was presided over by a right honourable gentlemen, who enjoys, 
| deservedly, the esteem of the House of Commons on account of the upright- 
ness of his character—I mean Mr. Sotheron Estcourt: and we had every 
| reason to believe, from the high character of that gentleman, as well as from 
| his assumed intelligence, that we should not only have justice done to us, 
but that we should also have had a bill which might have reflected credit 
| upon the Legislature of this country. But I must say that never in my life 
|| was I more disappointed than in the result of the proceedings of that com- 
a. In the committee, after the promoters had done their best to assail 
| the acts of the companies, it was admitted on all hands, and stated from the 
| chair, that there had been an utter and absolute failure to establish against 








| legislative restrictions sought to be imposed upon us, we had done our best 
| to satisfy our customers. And why? 
interest; ancl we knew perfectly well that nothing could be established 
| against us; but we were happy to have that decision from the chair. We also 
had an intimation from the chair, at an early period, that the committee had 





| profit which Parliament had thought fit to allocate to the different companies 


i| blish amongst us fair regulations. Upon those announcements we con- 
|| ceded the preamble of the bill, and proceeded with the clauses. But it was 


{|not long before we found so hostile a spirit manifested towards us, that it | 


| was absolutely impossible for us to prosecute our opposition to the bill 
| with any fair chance of success before that committee; and, under the ad- 
|| vice of the most able counsel that we had to conduct our case, Mr. Serjeant 
|| Wrangham and Mr. Hope Scott, we determined to withdraw from that com- 
|| mittee, leaving the promoters to doas best they might with their legislation, 
;|and afterwards to attack the bill in another tribunal. 


|and could almost dictate their own terms to the committee, passed a bill 
| which I really designate as most abominable. It sought to establish a 
|| system of inquisition in our affairs; it established a set of government in- 
|| spectors, who were to have the right at all times of entering into our pre- 
| |mises and inspecting our course of manufacture; looking over the whole 

of our accounts; calling for every one of our officers and every one of our 


|| directors, and examining them upon oath touching our affairs; subjecting 


||minute matters; and at the same time enabling the inspectors to dictate to 
|| us our dividends—that is to say, they were to have the right of sanctioning 
|; Our accounts, upon which the dividends were to be paid. Further than 
Twa the bill provided that we should never pay more than 8 per cent., 
although by our previous Act of Parliment we were authorized to pay 

|| 10 per cent., and to maintain a dividend to that extent. Although our 
| money had been invested upon the faith of that charter, it declared that 
| we should never pay more than 8 per cent.; and that when we paid 8 per 
|cent., we should reduce our charge to 4s. instead of 4s. 6d., the effect 
|of which would have been almost to take away your dividend alto- 
||gether. That was the bill which they sed. ike most cunning 
||men, they overreached themselves. We thought they would, and the 
| bill was so abominably bad, that it had only to be submitted to the con- 

sideration of any fair man in Parliament for him at once to give his promise 

| that he would do his best to secure itsalteration. We had, after the passing 
|| of that bill, a very up-hill game to play in order to induce Parliament to 
| alter the bill, notwithstanding its recommendation by a highly respectable 
| | committee, eg over by a gentleman who certainly enjoyed as ‘high a 
| position in the House as most gentlemen in it. Members are generally un- 

| | willing to listen to the representations of parties who have been defeated in 





no doubt his loss must be more severe than to you, because we have lost not | 


| 
| 


| committee, because they consider the committee must be competent to| | 
decide upon it. But, in the present instance, I may state that I individually 
had communication with more than fifty members, and I state, upon my | | 
honour, that there was not a single one who did not, upon seeing the pro- || 
visions of that bill, promise unhesitatingly to support the rejection of it. || 
(Cheers.) In point of fact, if such a bill could pass, no property was safe. 
If gentlemen who have invested their money upon the foundation of an Act | 
of Parliament which authorized a dividend of 10 per cent., are to be told the | | 
after that they are only to receive 8, you may as well passa bill, in | 
order that the fundholder, instead of receiving 3 per cent., shall receive | 
only 14. The railway companies and others-felt this, and the result was, 
that after testing the feeling of the House, we came to a very satisfactory | 
conviction, that we could throw out the bill at any moment; but it was a | 
great ay 9 whether it was expedient to throw out the bill, or to modify | | 
it. (Hear, hear.) We have never denied the expediency of establishing || 
uniformity of legislation, and, therefore, we did not hold it desirable to be| | 
year after year contesting what ought to be the provisions of such a bill, || 
involving us in a very large outlay for parliamentary expenses; and we 
thought we had the opportunity, at that time, of so modifying the bill that | | 
it should be law for all time, in such a shape as not to be prejudicial to our | | 
interests. Finding that we had support in the House of Commons, we|| 
thought it was best not to procure the rejection of the bill, but that the bill! | 
should be sent back to the committee, in order to be modified and put into| | 
another shape. Let me state, to the honour of Mr. Estcourt, that he, I | 
believe, found, after more maturely considering the provisions of the bill, || 
that he had made a great mistake, and really it is not to be much wondered | | 
at, when five gentlemen are appointed for the first time to legsilate upon || 
such matters. I know nothing more creditable to a man who has made a) | 
mistake than to avow it and to rectify it; and such was the case with Mr. | | 
Estcourt. (Applause.) He himself seconded the motion for recommitting)| | 
the bill, and when we went before the committee again, I am happy to say| 
that he and the other members of the committee saw the justice and expe-| 
diency of striking outall those objectionable provisions that I have alluded to, 
and passing a bill in a shape which, as stated in the report, is no longer, I} 
think, detrimental to your interests. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, you will like || 
—~ to know what are some of its provisions, in order that you may 
now what is the value of the property which you hold. You know some 
time ago the companies came to a determination that they would not use- | 
lessly waste their capital in competition with each other. Nothing could | 
be so inexpedient or so unwise as to have two mains lying in juxta-posi- | 
tion for supplying a street where one main would do. It was a wanton| 
and useless sacrifice of property, and we determined, therefore, that that| 
state of things should no longer exist, involving not.only waste of capital, | 
but also the constant breaking up of the pavement in order to discover| 
where an escape existed. (Hear, hear.) We, therefore, divided, as you 
know, London into districts; and the bill, as introduced by the promoters, | 
was based upon that circumstance. They said, inasmuch as you have 
sought to divide London into districts amongst yourselves, thereby estab-| 
lishing 2 monopoly, we think that monopoly should be regulated by Parlia-| 
ment. Our answer would have been very simple—“ You are the exclusive 
gainers;” because the companies, if they had chosen not to district, but to 
agree not to compete and raise the price to the public, the public could have 
had no relief against them. We were authorized to charge 6s.; we were 
charging 4s. 6d. Suppose we had said to the London Gas Company, our 








| any of the companies any act of misfeasance whatever. We knew perfectly | 
| well that was the case; we knew that so long as we were not under the | 


Secause we felt that in that lay our | 


made up their minds that they would not interfere with the secured rate of | : r I 
| we charged 15s. We have gone on gradually reducing till we have come to 


—namely, 10 per cent., and that they were animated only by a desire to esta- | 48- 6d.; and I have never known any occasion upon which we increased || 


| jured there. 


| we shall now give a higher illuminating power—namely, 12 sperm candles, | 
What was the re- | 
|\sult? Why these fair-dealing gentlemen, who had only sought justice in | 
|| the prosecutio® of their bill, when they found they had it their own way, | 


| we have always supplied the 12 sperm, beeause we have done more than 
| our Act of Parliament required. (Hear, hear.) The promoters of the bill| 


| us to penalties to a large amount in the event of our not disclosing the most | 


| 
neighbours, or any other company, “ Let us combine to charge 6s.,” what 
could the public have said? Everything whereby we secured economy in| | 


| our management, and the non-breaking up of the streets, was an absolute 


benefit to the public; but they nevertheless assumed that they were going 
to be injured, and brought in a bill based, as they stated, upon our having| 
districted. Our first answer to that was, “If you base your bill upon that, 
you must state that that is a lawful proceeding.” Therefore, the first clause | 
in the bill sanctions the districting by the companies. We may, therefore, | | 
assume that Parliament would not alter the decision they have come to; | 
and so long as we continue to satisfy the public—but certainly so Jong only || 
—we are entitled to a monopoly of supply in our district. We could have 
charged 6s., as I have said, and the present Act of Parliament has reduced || 
our power of charging to 5s.6d. I confess that I attach no importance to|| 
that at all. There may be some here old enough to remember the time when | | 


our charge, nor do I think we shall increase it. But there may be contin-| | 
gencies, high prices, war times, and other things, which might render it! 
necessary, though I think it improbable, that we should increase our|| 
charge. I confess that I think the limit of 5s. 6d. is a fair limit, and) 
probably one that we shall never arrive at; therefore, you are not in- 

(Hear, hear.) The next provision is, that whereas we | 
were formerly required to supply gas of a certain illuminating power, 


instead of 12 wax candles, as the measure of a particular -argand 
burner. That may look like imposing upon us additional outlay,| 
but in truth it does not do so, because, although we have been required to 
supply gas of the illuminating power of 12 wax candles and not 12 sperm, 


took advantage of our generosity in that respect, and said, inasmuch as you 
have heretofore done that, you shall do it hereafter. Then, as regards 
purity, they require us to establish a degree of purity which may perhaps 
to a certain extent be impracticable; but, at the same time, all I can say is} | 
this—that we have endeavoured all along to secure the greatest possible 

amount of purity with which gas could be manufactured, and we can do// 
no more hereafter. Therefore, Ido not think in that respect we are injured. | 

Another matter in which we are injured to a ctrtain extent is this: we have || 
been in the habit heretofore of charging persons for laying down service-|| 
pipes to supply them. I do not know why we should do anything gratui- | 
tously. No other tradesman does, and ifa man comes and says “I want || 
gas Sonn you,” and it is necessary to spend £2 or £3 to give that gas, I 

think it ought to fall upon him. However, it so a that some of the 
companies did not pursue that course, but did supply those services gratui-| 
tously, and therefore it was difficult to resist a clause whereby we should 
hereafter be compelled to supply those services gratuitously. I think it will) 
take some £3000 or £4000 a year out of our pockets. How far the pablie 
may be gainers is another question, because the large bulk of the public are | 
already supplied with these services. Therefore, it is only a small) 
section who will benefit by it, whereas the old customers will lose, | 
because it will so far retard the period at which we should have| 
to reduce our charge for gas by reason that in so far as we have reduced 
our profits we shall retard the period of securing our 10 per cent. Another 
provision is that we shall in an cases supply meters. We do not care a} 








pin about supplying the meters, because we shall charge a rent for them;) 
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but we have always contended that it was more advantageous to the 
consumer that he should get his meter from his meter maker, and the 
meter makers are rather a jealous body, who are not particularly anxious 
that the companies should be the parties to supply the meters. Therefore, 
I think they are the parties injured, and not we. Gentlemen, these are 
some of the main provisions of the bill—the price and the supply of the 
services—and then we come to the rate of dividend. By the existing law 
applicable to gas companies, as soon as we can pay 10 per cent., and can 
lay by a reserve sufficient for the maintenance of that 10 per cent., we 
shall reduce our charge. We can never divide amongst us more than 10 
per cent. That provision, gentlemen, remains intact; and you have now 
the renewed sanction of Parliament to this—that whereas with one hand 
they are granting you a monopoly of the district, with the other they 
enable you at all times to pay 10 per cent., if you canearn it. But the law 
up to the present time was this—that if the companies in any year paid less 
| than 10 per cent., and in a future year should make more than 10 per cent. 
they might recoup the loss of the year in which they paid less, going back 
for twenty years; whereas, according to the present law, that provision only 

| applies to a period of six years. Gentlemen, that does not affect the Im- 
| perial Gas Company, at all events. We were incorporated in 1854; we paid 
| 10 per cent. two years afterwards; and it was only three years ago we began 
| to pay less than 10 per cent.; therefore, we have the power of making good 
| the deficiency of those years in which we paid less; and, as you hear by the 
report, we propose to pay you 2 per cent. for the year 1857, in which you 
received a dividend only of 74 per cent. (Hear, hear.) I cannot think that 
| the public are great gainers, nor do I think that we are great losers. (Hear, 
|hear.) It is a bargain between us, and I hope it will be observed. We have 
| the power to lay by a reserve-fund to secure our 10 per cent. dividend, and 
| we shall of course endeavour to do so, and it will be our desire to adopt 
| such measures as shall make the dividend of 10 per cent. on the shares of 
the company a permanent dividend without change. At the same time, do 

| not run away with the notion from anything that I have said that because 
| we are prosperous this half year our prosperity must of course continue. 
here are many contingencies which may arise to affect our profits. This 

| year we have a good price for coke, freights have not been high, and our 
contracts for coals have been good. Another half year freights may rise, 

| the price of coal may rise, there may be strikes amongst workmen, the 
| price of coke may fall, and we may not be in a condition to pay 10 per 
|, cent. Therefore, you must not assume from what I have said that we 
| are in a position to ensure you a dividend of 10 per cent.; but as a 
matter of my own individual opinion, knowing the condition of the 

company, I hope we shall doso. (Hear, hear.) I find that, other compa- 

nies having already, being in a position to pay 10 per cent., thought it right 

to reduce their charge to the public. They know their own affairs best; 

but I cannot say that we are at present in a condition to make that reduc- 

tion of charge. I think this Act of Parliament, having established a bargain 

between the public and the companies, we have just as much right to take 

| advantage of that bargain as the public; and I think our first duty is a duty 
| to our proprietors, to make safe their dividend of 10 percent. (Hear, hear.) 
| When we can do that, we shall not hesitate fora moment to make a fair 
|| reduction of charge to the public. I feel a sanguine hope that, looking to 
|| the large increase which is now going on in the consumption of gas, the 
|, time may not be distant when we shall have to make a reduction of charge 
|, to the public; but when we do so, we shall be in a condition to assure you 
|' that, notwithstanding the reduction, we shall continue to pay you 10 per 








| 





|'cent. I should now say that we must have a considerable increase of outlay | 
| company, and he trusted that for many years to come Mr. Henry would be 


'}in order to secure permanence of supply to the public. It would be absurd 
| for us to contend that, if we claim a monopoly of any district, we shall not 








|| supply the public wants in the most efficient manner. (Hear, hear.) ‘he | 


| public clearly would have a right to complain if, a monopoly having been 


conceded to us, we were to fall short in any respect of supplying their wants. | 
|| Therefore, I think the first duty upon us is this: that we should place our- | 


|| selves in a condition of security in regard to the public wants. There should 


| be in a condition to meet all the requirements of the public. (Hear, hear.) 
We cannot put ourselves in that condition without very considerable outlay. 
We have found it necessary to increase the calibre of our mains to a very 


thirty-six inches in diameter. We find also that we must increase our gas- 
holder room at St. Pancras; also at our station at Fulham; and our retort 
accommodation at Shoreditch. All this will involve so large an outlay, 
that, whereas you are now called upon to pay a call of £5 per share in the 
present month, I think I may hold out to you the certainty that, at an early 


increase of revenue to maintain the dividend. (Hear hear.) I may now 





|| was a bill to make all our property assessable to the sewer-rate, whether 
'}we benefited by the sewers or not. Hitherto, the sewer-rate had been 
||assessed only on those properties which were benefited by the sewers; 
}}and I think that that is a fair principle; but the new Board of Works 
brought in a bill this year which would have made all our property 
assessable to the poor-rate, equally assessable to the sewer-rate, whether 
benefited or not. That bill was defeated. (Hear, hear.) Another bill 
was a bill to enable parish vestries, forsooth, to rate their inhabitants 
for the purpose of enabling them to oppose bills in Parliament which 
they thought detrimental to their interest. (Alaugh.) We knewall about 
that. We knew perfectly well that these patriots who had introduced this 
gas bill trembled in their shoes as to the possibility of the expenses of that 
bill falling upon themselves. (Hear, hear,” and laughter.) We had some 
little intimation of what was going on before the vestries, and we found 
these gentlemen presenting themselves from time to time for advances from 
the vestries, were not met with any corresponding support on the part of 
their colleagues. On the contrary, they demurred sadly. They said, “We 
do not think there is any necessity for this bill;” and they were very re- 
luctant to grant the supplies. No doubt, when the bill comes to be paid, 
we shall find the bill of costs is not a little one. Of course, many of these 
gentlemen knew what the expenses were, and therefore they induced the 
gentleman who had his name on the back of that bill, Sir John Shelley, to 
introduce it, in order to enable vestries to pay the costs of parliamentary 
opposition. (A’laugh.) I do not know that I, as an individual, ought to 
have opposed that bill, practising as I do before parliamentary committees, 
because, no doubt, we should hardly have had a bill before Parliament with- 
out a vestry opposing it. But, gentlemen, we did oppose that bill, and it 
was rejected. I think the rejection of that bill tended, in a great measure, 
to the more conciliatory spirit exhibited by the promoters of the Metro- 

litan Gas Bill. Finding that they could not pass the bill, and trembling 
est it should be lost, they were ina much better humour to pass a bill such 
as the one I have alluded to, for the management of gas companies. (Hear, 








period next year, you must pay another call of £5 per share also. This, | 
by largely increasing our capital, will of course require a corresponding | 


|not be any doubt as to whether this winter, or the winter after, we should | 


considerable extent. We are now laying down, in various parts, mains | 


just allude to two other bills which were also before Parliament. One | 





hear.) Gentlemen, I think you will not consider the outlay that we have 
incurred an unjust one, when you see the results. (Hear, hear.) We are 
inaugurating a new era, and I hope we shall go on prosperously. I know 
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that the best mode by which we can do that is to do what we have done |; 


heretofore. I do not think that this new gas Act will in the slightest degree 

alter our course of proceeding. Heretofore, when our profits depended upon 

pleasing the public, and when we felt that if we did not there might be 

competition, of course we did our best to please the public. Now, it has 

been sought by Parliament to ensure that pleasing of the public by means 

of pains and penalties, it will not alter our course of proceeding, but I be- | 
lieve if we go on doing as we have done heretofore, we shall afford no 

ground for the infliction of penalties upon us whilst we shall maintain the 

present rate of dividend. (Applause.) 

Mr. Box moved, and Mr. Ruopes seconded, a motion for the adoption of 
the report, which passed unanimously. 

It was moved Y Mr. Bowker, and seconded by Mr. WHEELER, “ That 
the accounts now read be received and entered on the minutes,” and the 
motion was carried unanimously. 

It was moved by Mr. Puen, and seconded by Mr. Cunirr, “ That a divi- 
dend for the half year at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum on the paid-up 
capital of the company, with 2 percent. in addition, in respect of the arrears 
of dividend for the year 1857, on the amount of capital when paid up, be 
declared and paid.” The resolution passed nem. contradis. 





SrecraL MEETING. | 

The meeting was then made special. 
Mr. JAMES SILVER moved the appointment of Mr. James St. George 
Burke, deputy-governor, as governor, in the room of Mr. Richards, deceased. 


He said he could do no more than repeat the words of the report, that the || 
loss of Mr. Richards was deeply regretted. They had, therefore, to elect a | | 


governor in his place, and it must be obvious to them all, that though in 
such a place as London high and distinguished talent was very easy to be | 
found, yet, he put it to them whether, if they had chosen a stranger who | 
was unknown to them, it would have been comparable to having a gentle- | 
man whom, to speak of, it was only necessary to refer to the lucid explana- 
tion which had been made that day of the important and critical condition 
of the company during the last twelve months. (Applause.) He thought it 


only right to call their attention to the fact that Mr. Burke had taken a very | | 


leading part in the arduous circumstances which he had so well ‘described. | 
Without him, he did not know how they would have fared. The intimate 


knowledge which he possessed of all their concerns, and the very excellent | 


discrimination which he brought to bear upon all their affairs, had been | 
highly important to them, and therefore he felt confident that he should 
have the united voice of them all in carrying the resolution which he had 
the pleasure to propose. (Hear, hear.) | 
Mr. Bowker seconded the motion, and said he could assure his co-pro- | 
prietors that he felt they were acting in their own interest in choosing the 
gentleman proposed. (Hear, hear.) : 
The resolution having been put, was carried amidst loud cries of “ All, all.’ 
Mr. Sitver then announced to Mr. Burke the result of the vote, and 
observed that, whatever cifficulties might arise, he felt that, as long as the | 
governor had Mr. Henry, by his side, he would find those difficulties! 


very considerably lessened. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr, Silver) had had the | 
privilege of having Mr. Henry about him ever since he had been in the | | 


company. He had witnessed Mr. Henry’s assiduity and great discrimina- 
nation, and also the great attention which he had paid to the affairs of the 


cherished by the proprietors as a highly valuable officer. (Loud cheers.) 
The Governor then rose and said: Mr. Silver and Gentlemen,—I thank 
you very sincerely for the honour which you have conferred upon me by 
the vote at which you have just now come; but it is necessary for me to 
say a few words upon my election, because I should be very sorry to accept 
the office to which you have done me the honour to elect me under any 
false pretences. I have a great interest, pecuniary as well as otherwise, in 
this company and, to the extent of my abilities, 1am always too happy 
to give my best attention to its affairs. Ido not think I can by possibility 
promise you better than to say, that in so far as I can, I will endeavour to 
emulate your late governor. (Applause.) At the same time, I am not in a 
position to do that which Mr. Richards did for you. His time was more at 
his disposal than mine. I know what he did for this company; I know that 
there was not one day upon which the committee of works met when Mr. 


Richards was not present, not only at the meeting of the committee, but | 


perhaps an hour or two before, going over all the works with the officers, 
and giving every attention to your aflairs. The services of such a gentie- 
man are, to say the least of them, invaluable. (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, I 
am not in a position to do what he did, and it is but right, before I accept 


the office you are kind enough to place at my disposal, that I should state | | 


precisely how I am circumstanced. My business, as a professional man, 
occupies me during the session of Parliament exclusively—I may say, 
necessitating every moment of my time. It has been so heretofore; and | 
have always told my colleagues that it was impossible for me to give that 
minute attention which I should desire to the affairs of the company. Not 
only am I occupied during the session of Parliament, but at the end I am 


sufficiently worn out to wish to have some time to myself at my residence, | 


sixty miles from town. When my colleagues, therefore, were good enough 
to desire that I should accept the position of governor in the room of the 


late Mr. Richards, I stated that I could not do so unless I was aided by the | 


services of a gentleman in the position of deputy-governor, who would give 


that attention to the affairs of the company which had been heretofore || 


given by your late governor. Fortunately, there was more than one gentle- 


man at the board in a position to do that. I therefore have thought that | 
even absent, as I must be, if I had the assistance of a gentleman of that 


kind, constantly attending to the affairs of the company, I might possibly 
be able to fulfil the duties of governor. (Hear, hear.) I am indebted to 
my friend, Mr. Silver, for alluding to what I paces should hardly have 
felt justified in alluding to. I mean the fact of the presence of the gentle- 
man on my right, Mr. Henry. (Hear, hear.) In truth, I could not under- 
take the office hardly of director if it were not for the fact that I have 
enjoyed for many years the close intimacy and friendship of Mr. Henry. 
That led to my being a director in the first instance; and I believe I may | 
truly state that there is no occasion, upon which the interests of the com-| 
pany are at stake, when Mr. Henry does not communicate with me cither | 
personally or by letter. It is owing to that constant communication that I 

am enabled to know all matters affecting the company; and, when I have 

an opportunity of attending the board, I am thus enabled to enter into a) 
discussion of those matters. It is not for me to dilate at all upon Mr. | 
Henry’s merits; they are sufficiently known to you all; and, so long as L| 
have » to assist me, I think I may fulfil the office of governor. (Ap-| 
plause. 
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that policy which had heretofore made them so prosperous. 





governor, the proprietors would have no occasion to repent their choice. 
|| (Hear, hear.) 
|| Mr. James Sttvee seconded the motion, and it passed nem. dis. 
| Mr. E. V. RicHarps then said: Gentlemen, I cannot allow the kind ex- 
1] pressions which have fallen from the meeting with reference to your late 
'|]amented governor, my late father, to pass by wholly unheeded. I trust, 
therefore. that you will permit me, not only on my own behalf, but on the 
part of others who mourn the loss of as kind a parent and as good a man 
as ever lived, to return you my most sincere and heartfelt thanks for your 
kind sympathy. Ican assure you that it has proved a source of unbounded 
| consolation to every member of my father’s family te find that the zeal, 
‘activity, and energy which he brought to bear on every matter which he 
took in hand have been so largely and generously appreciated by those who 
|| for thirty years reaped the benefit of his exertions. (Hear, hear.) Whilst 
with the somewhat pardonable vanity of a son Itake the credit to my 
| father’s memory which you so generously concede, I am bound to ac- 
knowledge the vast amount of assistance which he invariably received 
from his colleagues at this board. Some of his earliest colleagues still sur- 
vive; long may they do so, to assist us by their counsel and experience! 
(Hear, hear.) I must not, however, omit to remind you that for thirty- 
three years he had at his right hand the ability, zeal, tact, and talent of 
|| Mr. Henry. (Hear, hear.) Iam not about to praise that gentleman in his 
presence: he wants no encomium from me. Si monumentum queris circum- 
spice. No man, however, had a better opportunity of estimating the value 
of Mr. Henry's services than your late governor; and no man had a better 
opportunity of knowing how high an opinion your late governor entertained 
of Mr. Henry than myself. (Hear, hear.) One word with reference to my- 
self. At much earlier period of my life, you were pleased to elect me one 
|| of your directors. You did it at the time as a compliment to my father, 
and now you have been pleased to promote me to the office of deputy- 
| governor, which I accept as an additional compliment to my father’s 
/memory. (Cheers.) I can assure you I deeply feel that with my pro- 
| motion comes increased responsibility, and with that increased responsibility 
I promise you redoubled exertion. Ican only hope that when, in the course 
of revolving years, my retirement becomes necessary, the shareholders of 


|| that day may reward my services with one tithe of that cordial appreciation 


| which you have so lavishly, but I believe so deservedly, accorded to the 
memory of my father. (Loud and long-continued applause.) 
Upon the motion of the newly-elected governor, seconded by Mr. Ruopgs, 


Dr. 


| To proprietors for paid-up capital - eo -£273,210 5 0 
| British debentures , — ° a ae . 14,600 0 
; ae . 27,400 0 0 


| Loans . 


£315,210 5 0 


Captain Crezp moved the appointment of Mr. Edward Vaughan Richards 
as deputy-governor of the company. He said, the very circumstance of Mr. 
Richards's father having been connected for thirty-two years with the com- 
pany would be a sufficient guarantee that he would endeavour to carry out 

He could 
assure the proprietors that Mr. Richards was intimately acquainted with 
all the affairs of the company. He attended the works committee most 
assiduously; and he really felt that if Mr. Richards were appointed deputy- 


Capital Balance Account, June 30, 1860. 


0 | 





Mr. Staniland, M.P. for Boston, was elected a director in the room of Mr. 
E. V. Richards, elected deputy-governor. 

Mr. J. Box moved a vote of thanks to the directors for their assiduous 
attention to the company’s affairs, which, having been seconded by Mr. 
BockerTt, passed nem. con., and the business of the meeting closed. 


COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of Proprietors was held at the London 
Tavern on Friday, Oct. 12—Cuar.es Saissury Butter, Esq., M.P., in 
the chair. 

On the notice convening the meeting being read, 

Mr. Box said he thought in the advertisement there ought to be an inti- 
mation given that the books of the company were open for inspection for a 
—_ after the meeting of shareholders, as well as fourteen days before- 

and. 








was there any necessity for it. 

Mr. Box said the Act of Parliament required that the books should be kept 
open for the period specified, and the shareholders ought to have notice of it. 

The CHarnMAN: There is no necessity to state the fact in the advertise- 
ment convening the meeting. We do state that the books are open fourteen 
days previous to the meeting, and the reason for that is obvious—it is that 
the proprietors should have an opportunity of looking at the accounts before 
coming here, so as to be in a position to discuss the questions that may be 
brought before them. At the same time, there can be no objection to stating 
that the books will be on the table of the company for a month after the 
meeting, if the proprietors desire it; although 1 must say that in my long 
experience of public companies I have never seen it done. 

The minutes of the last meeting were then read, and the seal of the com- 
pany affixed to the register of proprietors. 

pa following report of the directors, and the accounts, were taken as 
read :— 

The directors have much pleasure in submitting the accounts of the company to 
June 30 last. The balance-sheet, having been signed by the chairman, has been ex- 
amined and certified by the auditors. 

During the half year a net profit of £9536. 18s. 2d. has been realized. The sum 





been carried to the contingent-fund, and will be invested, leaving a sum of 
£8195. 11s. 2d. applicable for a dividend; and the directors accordingly recommend 
that a dividend be declared at and after the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of 
income-tax. 

The new works alluded to in the preceding report—viz., increased purifying 
machinery, and a main of a larger size for the supply of the Isle of Dogs, are now in 
progress. 

A further sale of the property bought of the British Gas Company has been effected 
to the extent of £920. 

A bill for better regulating the supply of gas to the metropolis, entitled ‘‘ Gas 
Metropolis Act,’’ has become law during the past session of Parliament. The pro- 
visions of the Act are now under the consideration of your directors, with a view to 
the future operations of the company in accordance therewith. 

Cr. 
s, 
. £294,413 18 
a 1,336 7 2 


By amount for freehold, plan 
&c., to Dec. 31, 1859. 
Add for extension 


9 


t, mains, services, meter 


£295,750 5 4 
Less for sale on account of property at Bow . 100 0 0 


Balance to trading account 





The CHAIRMAN said such an intimation was never given in the notice, nor | | 


of £292 has been set apart for interest upon debentures; also £1049. 7s., which has | | 















Dr. Trade Balance Account, June 30, 1860. Cr. 

To balance from capital account . a . £19,559 19 § By amount due for supply of gas . £19,569 7 4 
Amount due to sundry persons ie ae: fa ac | Sek - 12,168 0 2 Ditto for products. . , 2,896 3 2 

| Contingent-fund. . . . : IR 6,774 13 4 | ——_————— £22,465 10 6 
Ditto and interest invested ° £6,316 17 } Three per Cent. Consols invested for contingent-fund and interest 
Interest to be invested . 169 7 | on ditto Ste 2g SF eee ap ee ar oes 6,316 17 0 

—— 6,486 4 4 | ra 9,719 1 8 
Balance, profit anc loss 9,536 18 2 Balance at the bankers, 16,024 6 6 
£54,525 15 8 | £54,525 15 8 

Dr. Profit and Loss, June 30, 1860. Cr. 

To amount for coals . . : . . . £24,253 17 10 | By products—coke, breeze, tar, and liquor. oo £9,338 18 5 
Ditto for lime and oxide : . : 1,958 2 6 Sg es ie) me oe eet a 8 os ee 44,189 7 4 
Ditto for fire-bricks, &c. ° ‘ : 1,038 4 4 Interest on balances atthe bankers. . . . . 1. 6 « 8117 4 

| Allowances on collection . ; £6014 0 EMecoumis. . 1. «© 2 o —-e « ee 510 9 
Solicitor’s charges . . . ° 5 611 
Plant—British—for charges ‘ 97 0 4 
Ditto, for repairs . 2,378 16 9 
| Mains, ditto . 141 1 6 
Services, ditto ee ee a oe 559 17 0 
ee eee ee ee ee ee 693 8 5 
Repairinglamps. . . . ». « «© «© « « « 267 2 4 
| Wear and tear of office furniture. : 24.17 2 
Stationery, printing, and office charges. . . . 657 16 0 
Salaries of officers, directors and auditors’ fees . 2,178 8 3 
Rates and taxes. . . . 6 = * ° 1,461 1 0 
Commission to collectors . . a ° 71319 6 | 
Baddebts. . .. -« ° ia © 204 16 10 | 
we ee oe Gea 6,485 16 7 | 
Interest on contingent-fund ° oe 169 7 4 
|  Dittoonloans . - 5s Ie 729 1 1 | 
————-——— 16,828 11 0 | 
MER’ 3.) og a cg SOS ee ee GO ee ee eee 


£53,615 13 10 


The Cuairnman: Gentlemen,—It now becomes my pleasing duty to move 

_ that the report ‘and accounts of the company be received and approved. I 
may mention that, in all well-regulated companies, it is the practice of the 

chairman to propose this resolution; and it is very desirable that it should 

be so, because the chairman is supposed to know more, perhaps, of the opera- 

tions of the company during the past half year than any other proprietor can 

possibly do. His attention is, or ought to be, if he does his duty, directed 

to the affairs of the company, and he, of all persons, is the party upon whom 

the responsibility should rest of stating to the proprietors those matters which 

have occurred since they were last called together, and which, in his opinion, it 

is to their interest to be acquainted with. Now, gentlemen, it has been my 

privilege to occupy the chair of this company for very many years—I believe 

it is now twenty years—and I frankly own to you that I do not, in the whole 

course of my connexion with you, either as chairman or as one of your direc- 
tors, remember an event of so much interest as has occurred during the past 
half year—an event of great importance to gas property generally, and one 

in which you must all feel deeply interested. It is mentioned at the bottom 

of the report which you have had sent to you—I refer to the Bill for Regu- 
lating the Supply of Gas to the Metropolis. That bill, as you are aware, was 
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introduced by the honourable baronet, Sir John Shelley, the member for 
Westminster, and, had it passed in the shape in which it was introduced, I 
have no hesitation in saying it would have sacrificed your interests, and had 
the effect of humiliating your directors and the directors of every gas com- 
pany in the metropolis. It was a very extraordinary measure, and, had it 
passed, there would have been an end to the legitimate spirit of enterprise 
which has raised for our country so many works of grandeur, and social and 
mercantile importance—which has given to us all our great public under- 
takings, which has originated our docks, our railways, and all our public 
works, and, in fact, those enormous undertakings which we have had 
by combination of capital and by enterprise, and which, in truth, have 
made England what she is and Englishmen what they are. All that, gentle- 
men, would have been sacrificed entirely had the bill passed in its original 
shape. The bill of Sir J. Shelley would have controlled your profits; it 
would have ignored the common-sense principle that the profits of under- 
takings should be commensurate with the risk involved in those undertakings. 





It would, in effect, have said that a risky business like that of gas manu- 





facture, and which may be upset by some new light to-morrow, to be super- 
seded in its turn by some other new light on the following day—that such a 
































vested in Consols or any other Government security. I must say, gentlemen, 
I cannot do Sir John Shelley the injustice to believe that he for a moment 
thought his mischievous urchin would ever arrive at years of discretion. I 
do not believe that any gentleman living in these times could introduce such 
a bill to the Legislature of this country with any possible hope that it could 
pass both Houses of Parliament. This bill was referred to a committee up stairs, 
and it was felt by the members of the Legislature to be a measure of great im- 
portance, involving the interests of the large body of consumers on the one hand, 
and of those who had invested their money in gas operations on the other. It 
was felt, I say, that the consumers should be protected, and it was also felt that 
there should not be a wanton sacrifice of the millions of money invested in 
gas property. I believe, on my conscience, that was the general opinion of 
the directors of the ~~ itan gas companies. Well, the committee 
of selection, no doubt, holding those views, — men of mark on 
the committee to investigate the merits of this bill—men having no 
interest whatever in gas operations, holding high positions in society— 
experienced members of Parliament, and several of them very distinguished 


were the gentlemen composing that committee? The first name was that of 


an experienced statesman of some thirty years standing—a gentleman who 
held the important position of President of the Poor-Law Board, and 
who more recently has held the still higher and more distinguished position 
of Secretary of State for the Home Department ; and I may say that, during 
his tenure of that office, he manifested such a general knowledge of the world, 
such great administrative powers, and such an extraordinary amount of 
energy, combined with that kindness of heart which everybody knows he 
possesses, that we all had confidence in the committee when we found it was 
to be presided over by so distinguished and excellent a statesman. Then we 
had Lord R. Cecil, who was a man of great experience, of business habits, 
and of comprehensive mind. We had also Mr. Packe, the member for South 
Leicestershire, an old member of twenty-eight years standing ; we had Mr. 
Aspinall Turner, the energetic member for Manchester, who everybody knows 
to be a man of ability and of business habits; and then last, though not least, 
was the member for Hastings, Mr. North—a very efficient and old member of 
Parliament. Such was the constitution of the committee. Well, I say, we all 
had confidence in it, and I am quite sure I am speaking the feelings of the whole 
of the directors of the metropolitan gas companies when I say that they en- 
tered the committee-room of the House of Commons with a willingness and 
anxiety to make every just and fair concession that could reasonably be 
asked of them, and which such a committee might be expected to sug- 
gest. The public, most unquestionably, are entitled to a good and effi- 
cient supply of gas as cheap as practicable. Gas has become almost a 
necessary of life, and it is clearly the duty of the directors of gas property, in 
connexion with their duty to their own proprietors, to give the public that 
good and efficient supply. We were willing to give that, and the public 
were not entitled to more; at the same time, the companies were not to 
| be subjected to those stringent clauses which were inserted in the original 








jMmeasure. This committee sat (including the proceedings in the House of 


|| Lords) thirty-one days, and at each of those meetings I had the alternate 


|pleasure and pain of being present. I was surrounded by my friends here 

uring those proceedings, which were conducted not in a very delightful at- 
mosphere I can assure you. We were in the committee room thirty-one days, 
listening sometimes to a great deal of abuse heaped upon us as companies; 
but let that pass. The bill went through committee, and it was mate- 
rially altered ; in some respects, altered in favour of the interests of gas com- 
panies ; and, in other respects, altered in favour of what may be called popular 
interests. Now, gentlemen, as a gas director, I cannot be supposed to ap- 
prove of some of the severe clauses in the bill, and I do not profess to approve 
of them. We are subjected under that Act to some very severe provisos, and 
Fe is hardly fair to suppose that I could be satisfied at being subjected to those 
clauses; but, on the whole, considering that we might be exposed to this 





|| harassing warfare every year, considering also that next year or the followin 


| we might have had a different committee (when I say a different committee, 


mean one not so industriously disposed as this committee eventually were, and 


|| who might not take so comprehensive a grasp of the whole question as this 


committee eventually did), taking into consideration also;the enormous expen- 
| diture to which we should have been subject by another contest, looking at 
| the whole of the circumstances and bearings of the case, I was prepared, in 
conjunction with my colleagues, and acting as your trustee, to accept the bill. 
| It was a final settlement of the question, and we were willing, as I told you 
just now, to make some concessions that we might arrive at a just and equit- 
|able solution of the whole matter. Now, gentlemen, what is the bill? I 
|dare say you will like to know what is the law as it at present stands. 
The preamble of the Act gives the sanction of Parliament to the districting 
arrangements agreed to by the gas companies, subject, however, to triennial 
revision. The districts assigned to each company are to be marked on maps; 
| and every three years the Home Secretary, upon the eo of any two 
| adjoining companies, or upon the — of the local authorities, may 
make alterations in the boundaries of those districts; and if, upon the com- 
| plaint of the local authorities, or of twenty gas consumers, it is proved to his 
satisfaction that any gas a is not in a condition adequately to supply 
| with gas its district, or should fail to fulfil the obligations imposed by the Act, 
| he may make such alterations in the boundaries of such district, or admit any 
| new company respectively as he thinks proper. The mapsof each district are 
| to be corrected annually, and are to be open to inspection on the payment of 
|a fee of ls. The Gas-Works Clauses Act, about which we have often had to 
enter into a discussion at these meetings, is incorporated in this bill, but with 
the limitation of six years to the retrospective dividends of 10 per cent. In 
, the original bill introduced by Sir John Shelley, there were clauses by which 
|permanent inspectors were appointed, and the directors of gas companies 
‘might at any time be summoned before these gentlemen (who were to be 
| appointed by the parishes at salaries probably of £150 or £200 per year), and 
were to be sworn as to the mode in which they manufactured gas, and the 
profits they made by its sale, with a great deal more with which I need not 
{trouble you. But, in lieu of those clauses, it is provided in the Act 


|| that on a well-authorized complaint as to the quantity and quality of the 


| gas supplied by any company, the Home Secretary may appoint an inspector 
| to inquire into the grounds of such complaint, and if it shal) be well founded, 
|shall order its removal, and the gas companies are placed under a penalty of 
, £50 to obey the order. The gas company supplying a district has to provide 
, and lay down pipes to the premises of owners or occupiers requiring the same, 
‘and which premises lie within 50 yards of any existing main, such owner 


|| or occupier contracting for not less than three years to pay gas rates in re- 


| — of his supply, to an amount equal to 20 per cent. upon the outlay; and 

the company are also to supply meters. They are compelled to supply gas, 
| but may require security to be given before doing so, and are subjected, if 
| they fail for seven days beyond the time when the security is given to supply 
| as, to penalties of 40s. for each day the failure continues. The meter-rents 
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statesmen. They had to decide according to the just rights of both parties. Who | 
the Right Hon. Thomas Sotheron Estcourt, the member for North Wiltshire, | 


| to say upon this subject. 


| must necessarily involve increased expenditure. 





vide their own meters if “- prefer doing 60. ; 
| been expunged from the bill. It is provided that the companies, unless 


ean by necessary repairs or unavoidable accidents, shall at all times | 


eep their branch and service-pipes fully charged with gas.. The standard 


of illuminating power in the case of common gas is to be 12 sperm candles, | 


and in that of cannel gas 20 candles. The purity is to be ascertained by test- 


the local authorities may agree. The provision against accident in the case 
| — - 
| examiners of gas who may be appointed by the local authorities, which 
authorities are empowered to erect testing apparatus. The gas companies 
are also required to provide an experimental meter in some convenient place 
at a distance as near as may be 1000 yards from their works, and any con- 
sumer may require the official examiner to test the illuminating power and 
| purity of the gas supplied to him, on payment of a fee of 10s. 6d. The price 

of gas to the public lamps is limited to the lowest rate per 1000 feet charged 

to private consumers. ‘The maximum price of common gae is fixed at ds. 6d., 

and of cannel gas at 7s. 6d.; but no company is permitted to advance the 
| price of gas beyond the rate charged by them on the lst of January, 1860, 
whenever such rate is above 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, unless special circum- 
stances warrant such advance, and if the local authorities do not assent to 
it, the Home Secretary is to settle the question. Incoming tenants are not 
to pay the arrears of previous occupiers. Several clauses have been intro- 
duced for the protection of water companies from injury to their mains by 
the laying down of gas-pipes, and from any possible contamination of their 
water. By the 50th clause, it is provided that if the local authorities refuse 
or delay their consent to any company laying down mains in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act, the Home Secretary may authorize the same to be 
done without such consent. So you see, gentlemen, it has been a drawn 


battle in order to secure that which we all feel to be important, protection as | 


well to the consumer of gae as to the capital invested by gas proprietors. In 


concluding my reference to this subject, I would add one word, and it is this | 


—for years we have been misrepresented. When, in point of fact, we were 


of eupply is applied also to illuminating power and purity. Then there are, 


business as that should only derive the same amount of profit as money in- | are not to exceed 10 per cent. on the net cost, and gas consumers may pro- | | 
All mention of pressure bas | 


papers, or by any other means of testing upon which the gas companies and | 


getting a bafe return for the capital invested, we were called plunderers. No | 
name seemed too bad to apply to the proprietors of gas-works. It was the! 


old story of our respected friend, Dr. Fell— 
You’ve plundered thousands, Dr. Fell, 
The when and where I cannot tell. 
I never knew ; but I know well 
You’ve plundered thousands, Dr. Fell. 


In this way we have been going on for years; we have been called all sorts 


of hard names, which, in truth, we have not deserved ; and if the committee || 


of the House of Commons have conferred no other benefit than this, they 


have vindicated the position of gas companies, and I hope I may say that the | | 


questions which have been so long agitated between them and the consumers 
are satisfactorily settled for ever. I have only one word more to say to you 
in reference to this matter, and it relates to the gentlemen who for the last 
six months have worked very hard to prevent a wanton sacrifice of your 
property. I might mention Mr. Russell, who day by day exerted himeelf 
in this 


half, or I might allude to the services of Mr. Staniland, who made | 


a most admirable speech in the House of Commons in favour of gas interests. | 


That speech was conclusive; it was as clear as the light of day—there was 
no attempt to answer it, for it was unanswerable. And then, as we often 
speak of our particular friends last, I might say there is our excellent 


friend yonder—Mr. Gray, the chairman of the City Gas Company, who || 


| laboured also very hard in this matter. 


It was very gratifying to me to || 


| have his countenance and support, and those who know my friend best | 


know how valuable that support is when necessity requires it. But, 
gentlemen, I must not stop even here, although probably I shall be called 
over the coals by my colleagues for saying a word about them. It is not 
often that I differ from them, but when they do not. act in accordance with 
their duty, if such a thing be possible, I shall take care to tell you of it. 
On the other hand, if they manifest a os amount of vigour and energy 
in your service, it is only fair I should tell you that too. Ishould be want- 


ing in my duty to them if I did not say that they were at the House of, 


Commons day by day, not only during the hours when the committee were 
sitting, but engaged with us in solemn eonclave after the committee had 


broken up, weighing the evidence adduced, and considering how best at some | 
future sitting we should prove to; the committee that many of > state- | 
t was no, 


ments made on the other side were not in accordance with facts. 
light work, I assure you—morning, noon, and night; and it is only fair 


that your chairman should apprize you of the great exertions put forth by | 


his colleagues. I am very delighted at taking this, the earliest, opportunity 
of doing so, and of thanking them in your name, which 


permit me to do. 


his aid, and we had no fee to give him. He worked well and hard; he was 

constantly at my elbow, encouraging me as to the course we should pursue ; | 
and I do not know that we should have gained some of the clauses which are | 
in the Act but for the assistance of my learned friend, Mr. Wilson, and my | 


I am sure you will} 
I do so with great sincerity, and with great honesty. I | 
might say something in praise of my friend, the deputy-chairman, who is | 
sitting behind me. You know Mr. Wilson is a barrister, and they say that 
lawyers do not generally work well for nothing; but we had the benefit of | 





colleagues generally. Then, as I wish to do justice to all, I must say a word | 
in favour of my friends, the engineer and the secretary. They were at their | 
posts day by day, investigating and looking through our heavy ledgers, and | 
getting out evidence in reference to matters that were constantly before the | | 
committee. You may say, it was their duty to doso. Unquestionably; but) 
you do not always find officers up to their duty, and when you do, it isa 
satisfactory thing for the chairman to be able to state it to the proprietors, | 
and for the proprietors to acknowledge it. Now, gentlemen, I have little more | 
We are, under the provisions of the Act, to supply 
gas of a higher illuminating power, and I need scarcely tell you that that 
We have not sought it; we || 











| did not desire any change; it has been forced upon us, and I can only say | 


that the whole matter is under the careful consideration of the board of 
| directors. It would be premature for me now to enter upon that question ; 
suffice it to say, that we shall always keep the interests of the consumers, | 
which are so intimately interwoven with your interests, fairly before us. | 
And now, gentlemen, we will, if you please, descend to the ordinary and more 
eaceful topics of our usual hali-yearly operations. And, in the first place, | 
foal inform you that our capital—as, indeed, you will see by the accounts 
—has increased to a small extent, in the items of ‘* Plant,” “Mains and 
Services.” In the whole, the increase is £1236, deducting a sum of £100) 
on account of property we have sold at Bow, and which decreases the old | 
British plant by that sum. You will see that the last half-yearly accounts | 
show the plant to amount to £85,388, while this half year, though the| 
figures remain the same, they are not quite in the same relative position, 
for they are £85,883—precisely the same figures, though in a different, 


form, and showing an extension of £494. 17s. 3d. So, under the head | 
' 














| 
| 
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of extensions of mains, we find, on the 31st of December, the figures to | 
stand £59,184, whereas now they are £59,776, being an extension 
under that head of £591. Again, our capital, in the item of services, was | 
| £11,477, whereas now it is £11,638, showing an increase in the half year of | 
| £161; and last, not least, is the extension of £87 for meters. You will 
| be surprised when I tell you that we have nearly £20,000 invested in meters, 
||the actual figures being £18,389. 5s. 3d. on the 30th of June last. This 
||is a large sum, and I need not say that the item of repairs and meters is a 


} 


- —T. of the directors, and I am not aware that anything more need be | 
| said upon it, With reference to the article of coal, I may mention that our | 
consumption, including cannel, for the half year ending the 30th of June, | 
|| 1860, shows an increase of 1620 tons. The average price of coal hasruled rather 
|| higher than in 1859, and this increase of price on the additional 1620 tons | 
}|eonsumed will aecount for the increase of £2,744 in the cost of coal for the 


| six months ending June, 1860, over that of the six months ending June, 1859. | 
|| Then, with reference to the coke account, I think, when last I had the plea- | 
|| sure of meeting you, I mentioned that the watchful attention of the directors | 


|| was directed to that particular subject. You know, for I have mentioned it 


|competing with us in the article of coke, and that this is one of the peculiar 


| year 18,067 chaldrons, whereas in the corresponding period of 1859 the sale 
| was only 17,786 chaldrons. The average price per chaldron during the last 
half year has been 9s. 7}d., as against 8s. 10d. in the corresponding period of 
|last year; so that, in point of fact, we have realized during the last six 
months 9}d. per chaldron more on every chaldron of coke that leaves our 


right that I should mention that this is due in a great measure to the energy 





may say that the increase during the past half year has not been so large as on 
| | former occasions; but, although not so large, it has, nevertheless, made as 
| | very steady progress, and I am satisfied you will agree with methat it is quite 


|| as great as we havea right to expect. Our rental for the last half year was 
| | £44,189, whereas for the corresponding period of 1859 the figures were £42,630, 


|| showing an increase on the past half year’s rental of £1559. The increase | 


||during the last half year was not so great over the half year of 1859 as 
, the increase of 1859 over 1858, which was £2592. I may mention that 
| we are still, as we always have been, a very happy family; directors, 
| officers, and workmen are all pulling together ‘in happy unity. We never 
have any difference of opinion; we are served by an excellent body of 
| workmen, in whom we have great confidence, and we endeavour to make 
|their position as comfortable as we possibly can. We consider that it is 
jour duty to do so; and we ‘have recently, as I think I mentioned at the 
last meeting, instituted a benefit society for the men, to which we have 
|had much pleasure in contributing £100, and intend to do so annually. 
| My friend, the deputy-chairman, to whom the credit of originating and ma- 
turing this movement mainly belongs, reminds me of a fact which I had 
almost omitted to mention, that the men themselves subscribe to this 
benefit society, and that our £100 goes in aid of the funds. I need 
|not tell you, gentlemen, that as the demand for gas increases, so must 
|| our powers of supplying gas inerease likewise ; we must extend our works to 
| meet the increase of the demand for gas. We have been doing eo, and have 
|| erected, or rather are now erecting new purifiers, which, before we have 
|| completed them, will, with the necessary building, cost us a sum of £5000. 
|| They are being erected on the most approved principle, and I apprehend 
| | when they are finished will be of great value to us in our working opera- 
||tions. My excellent friend, Mr. Rhodes, will be very glad to see that our 
| | “* unaceounted-for gas,”’ in which he feels a particular interest, remains 
| | about the same—at all events, it is only slightly increased. The fact is that 





we have been using more cannel coal, and have been giving a higher illumi- 
|; nating power, it will be obvious therefore to you that it may be due to these 
|| causes; in fact, the engineer tells me it isso. The increase is very slight; it 
|| was 19°33 last half year as against 20°96 this half year ; it is appreciable, 
and only just appreciable. Now, gentlemen, I am not aware that I have any 
other matter to bring before you. You have had the report of the directors 
for consideration at your own firesides, and, if there is any other matter upon 
| which I can inform you im reference to the position of the company, I shall 
|| be delighted to do so. It only remains for me now to move that the report 
and accounts now read be received, adopted, and entered upon the minutes. 

Mr. Ruopxes: I second the motion. The capital speech of our chairman 
|; has informed me on many points upon which I intended to make inquiries. 
But I should like to ask, respecting the item £267 for ‘‘ Repairing lamps:”’ is 
this a half-yearly amount? Then the ‘‘ Rates and taxes” appear with you 
to be as in all other gas companies to be on the increase, and I hope you are 
doing as other companies are—standing out, and having the question tested 


the mention of ‘Sale on account of property at Bow, £100.” 

The CHarrMAN: The expense of lamp repairs is, as my friend supposes, a 
half-yearly amount, The rates and taxes are, I am sorry to say, on the in- 
crease. My friend wishes us to ‘‘stand out.” Well, that is a matter for 
grave consideration. We might possibly, in standing out, incur very heavy 
law expenses, which might become more of a burthen to us than the extra 
rates. At the same time, we feel the importance of the subject as strongly 
as Mr. Rhodes can do. There is no doubt we are very heavily rated, and I 
think hardly a board meeting passes that we do not groan under the burthen 
thus imposed upon us. It has been an old story with some of the parishes— 
|| ** Reduce your charge for gas ;’’ while, on the other hand, they have been in- 
| | creasing our rates, We, however, are perfectly alive to the subject, and you may 
safely leave it in our hands, assured that we will not neglect any opportunity 
of protecting your interests. The £100 referred to by Mr. Rhodes was a de- 
posit received upon the sale of some property at Bow, and which came within 
|| the past half year, while the completion of the purchase will come in the 
next half-yearly account. 

Mr. Box: The statement which the chairman has made as to the rental and 
the quantity of coal consumed in the half year is perfectly correct; but I do 
not agree with him as to the per centage of unaccounted-for gas. I make 
out that in the corresponding period of last year it was 21} per cent., and not 
19, as the chairman stated; and this half year it has been 23-27, instead of 
20 per cent. The total quantity of unaccounted-for gas is 65,947,497 feet, 
and making an allowance of 3,000,000 for gas consumed on the premises, there 
is a balance unaccounted for of upwards of 62,000,000 feet. If that is cor- 
rect, and I challenge any one in room to contradict me, the cause of in- 
crease requires some explanation. As to the working of the past half year, 
there is a decrease in the results of £888. 16s. 113d, taking the quantity of 
coals used for the same period of last year, and comparing it with this. I do 





} — so satisfactory as in any previous half year, it is easily explained. 


| course, a larger outlay. But the chairman of a public company is frequently 


|| very serious burden upon us. But this matter is receiving the very careful | 


| may entirely account for the difference to which Mr. Box has alluded. As to 


| able proprietor to be right in his figures, they show a marve 


| to you before, that we are in the midst of other companies, all of whom are | 


| difficulties with which we have to contend. You will see now how the | 
| figures stand, and judge for yourselves. We have sold during the past half | 


works. You will say that it is so far satisfactory, and so it is; and it is only | 


|and care of Mr. Jones, who has directed his attention very much to the sale of | 
| products—a very important matter. With reference to the subject of rental, I | 


whether you are rightly and honourably assessed. I do not understand, too, | lles 1 t wi 
| we have to give 12 sperm candles, which is a considerable addition, and we 


| case, the proprietors I think will be satisfied that no neglect should be charged 


| feet of gas per ton. 





not say there has been any fault with any one, and no doubt it can be satis- 
factorily explained, and I shall be glad of an explanation from the chairman. 








TheCuainMAN: With reference to the working of the past half year not bei 


e working of an establishment like this will not always be the same. For 
instance, if you give a larger amount of illuminating power, it involves, of 


placed in an awkward position. He may know a great deal he may not 
think it discreet to tell a large body of proprietors; and if sometimes, in the 
discharge of my duty, 1 may think it right to withhold imformation from 
you, you will, I am sure, bear with me. I am not aware of any such 
claim of duty on the present oceasion; and I think that the fact of a 
large quantity of cannel coal having been used in our working operations 


the unaccounted-for gas, I think I may venture to pledge my reputation that 
our engineer is right as to the per centage; but, even angpouing the honour- 
lously smal] amount 

of unaccounted-for gas; and I believe there are few companies in London 
which will be found to be working more advantageously. Mr. Box may ex- 
press surprise at my saying so, but let him think of the many hundred miles 
of mains over which oursupply extends. Itisavery different thing to supply 
a district like ours compared to a compact little town like Ramsgate or Mar 
gate, with which my friend has connexion. If he were with us from week 
to week, he would see that this question of leakage is one that is constantly 
before the directors, and he would learn, too, how gratified we are with the 
present state of things. At the same time, it would have been better, if he 
entertained doubts about the correctness of the return, to have come to meor 
to the engineer and ask for explanations. Mr. Jones, however, has just told 
me that he pledges himself to the correctness of his figures. _ 

Mr. Box: I will accept his challenge, and prove that I am right. 7 

Mr. Jones: If Mr. Box will appoint any hour, I shall be happy to go into 
the matter with him. s 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 

Mr. Box: Has the one share which has been outstanding for so many 
years been taken up and paid? 

Mr. Jaques: No, it has not. P i 

Mr. Box: Then I think you ought to write to the person, who is a rich 
man, and inform him that it will be declared forfeited, and be sold if net 
taken up. 

The rT It isa share in the British Company, and we have no 
power under the Act to take that step. ; 

Mr. Jaques: No dividend has been received upon it. F 

Mr. Gray: I think every proprietor present must be perfectly satisfied 
with our chairman for having gone so minutely into the detail connected 
with the Act of Parliament which was passed in the last session. I can only 
say, having had an opportunity of witnessing the conduct of my worthy friend 
(the chairman), who holds a position in Parliament of great importance, that 
he was himself very instrumental in obtaining many of those alterations 
which are in the Act as it now stands. He has alluded, and very properly 
too, to the conduct of Mr. Staniland, and other members of the House of 
Commons; and I must say, having had a similar opportunity of seeing what 
those gentlemen did, that they took a deep interest in the matter, not with a 
view of defeating the bill, but with an anxious desire that it might pass in 
such a shape as that while, on the one hand, it did not infringe too much | 
upon the rights of gas property, it should, on the other hand, give satisfaction | 
to the consumers and the public generally. I believe that the Act so well 
adjusts the interests of both parties that it is not likely we shall have another 
gas agitation for some years to come. It always appeared to me very extra- 
ordinary that a gas proprietor should be the individual upon whom, above 
all others, vituperation should fall. I believe that no body of men in the 
community are more anxious to discharge their duty to the public than are || 
the gas proprietors of the metropolis. I perfectly agree with my worthy 
friend that, if the bill had passed the Legislature with the clauses as ori- | | 
ginally inserted in it, and as it passed through the first committee, every | | 
gentleman on the direction of metropolitan gas companies who had any 
regard for his character must at once have retired from his office, and 
your property would have been left to the control of an irresponsible 
party. And remember, too, that if it had so passed, this species 
of interference would not have been confined to gas-works, the same | 
principle would have extended to water companies, to railways, and every 
other description of joint-stock enterprise, and we cannot tell at all what sort 
of mischief would not thus have been effected. But, through the combined | | 
exertions of the companies, we have succeeded in obtaining an Act which I 
hope will give reasonable security to those who have embarked their_ capital 
in gas property. Iwill trespass no further upon your time, although I might 
make some observations upon what has fallen from Mr. Box. I have been 
practically acquainted with the manufacture of gas for years, and I know that 
coals will not always produce the same quantity of gas per ton, and this may 
account for the difference in the two half years to which my friend refers. 
Another thing too should be borne in mind, and that is that we were only 
required to supply gas of 12 wax candles illuminating power, whereas now 





are under penalties if we do not doit. The consequence is we do not extract 
so much gas from the coals as we otherwise should, or else we are obliged to 
make up the illuminating power by the use of cannel coal. That being the 


upon the managers of this company for the slight decrease in result this half 
year. But I should like to know what my friend Box’s calculation is as to 
the quantity of gas which is produced from a ton of coal? 

Mr. Box: I reckon 9500 feet per ton. 

Mr. Gray: That is more than it will produce. 

Mr. Box : No; it has been stated in this room that we have made 10,000 


Mr. Gray: I do not know what may have been stated in this room at 
different periods, but I do know that it requires the best coal in the best con- 
dition to produce 9200 feet per ton in the gasholder; and I think it is much 
less. If Mr. Box’s calculation is based upon 9500 feet, of course he will be 
able to show an increased leakage. However, I think the proprietors are 
quite satisfied with the explanations that have been given, and it only now 
remains for me to say—and I am sure I express the sentiments of the pro- 
prietors generally when I do so—that we are much indebted to the chair- 
man and board of directors, as well as to the practical officers of the company, 
for the manner in which they have discharged their duty. To,their zeal and 
energy, in connexion with that of the managers of other companies, we have 
effected an arrangement, which I hope will never be interrupted, in reference 
to the supply of gas to the metropolis. I beg to move a vote of thanks to 
them. 


Mr. Warton seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

The Cuarrnman: Allow me to say how much we appreciate the vote you 
have been kind enough to adopt. It will act on us as an incentive to in- 
creased exertions for the future, and make us, if possible, increasingly alive 
to your interests. I have now to propose to you the following 
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| the cost they thought proper. The clause states that ‘‘every Local Au- 
| thority may contribute towards the costs, charges, and expenses incurred 
during the present, or any preceding session, in and about the soliciting 
of this Act, and the proccedings preliminary thereto, such a sum as the 
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Scheme for Dividend. 
ee ee ee ee 
Interest on British Debentures . . £ 292 { 
Contingent Fund ...... 1,049 7 0 
Dts a & 6 e's = 6 6 8,195 11 2 

9,536 18 2 


And the resolution I have to submit upon that is, “‘ That, pursuant to the re- 
commendation of the board of directors, a dividend be now declared at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum, clear of income-tax, for the half year ending 
June 30 last, and that the same be payable at the company’s office on Monday, 
the 15th, Tuesday the 16th, ‘'hursday the 18th inst, and on every subsequent 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday until the 29th of October, inst., between 
the hours of ten and four, and afterwards on Mondays only, at the same 
hours.””’—The resolution was adopted. . 

A vote of thanks to the auditors was then passed, and the proceedings closed. 


COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL. 
Tuurspay, Ocroser 18. 
METROPOLIS GAS ACT. 

A meeting of the Court of Common Council was held in the Guildhall of 
the City of London on Thursday the 18th inst.—Alderman Sir Joun Mus- 
GROVE, Bart. (locum tenens for the Lord Mayor), in the chair. 

After the transaction of the ordinary business, ! ; 
| Mr. Henry Hii moved, pursuant to notice, the following resolution— 
| ‘* That it be an instruction to the Law, Parliament, and City courts com- 
| mittee, in considering the provisions of the Metropolitan Gas Act, 1860, 
| especially to report upon the 56th section, and as to what steps were taken 

to prevent any portion of the alleged expense of £7000, on obtaining that 
Act, being thrown upon the citizens of London through the Metropolitan 
| Board of Works.” He said: My Lord Mayor—I have been induced to put 
| this notice of motion on the paper in consequence of a statement made by 
| our friend, Dr, Abrahams, the other day,'namely, that acertain bill promoted 
| by parties to a certain extent for their own private purposes, and in which 
| there was only a permissive power to tax through the local boards and 
| vestries, when it came out of the House of Commons contained an absolute 
| power of taxation upon the City of London, as well as upon the metropolis 
| generally ; and it appears that unless some course is taken, such as is now 
| proposed, whereby we may know how such clauses are introduced into bills 
in Parliament, we may have a very serious taxation, indeed, thrown upon 
| the City through the Metropolitan Board of Works. The bill, as originally 
| promoted, only stated that every local board might contribute if they 
| pleased, whereas the Act of Parliament which is passed makes it ran green 
| upon the Metropolitan Board of Works not only to pay the actual costs, 
| charges, and expenses of obtaining this Act of Parliament, but also pre- 
|liminary thereto. Therefore, as this matter was in the House of Commons 
| upwards of a year, we shall be charged with all those expenses, and I be- 
| lieve they are the expenses not only of the ratepayers, but of the companies 
| which came forward to oppose the bill. Now the costs, charges, and ex- 
penses are to be saddled upon the City of London, as well as the metropo- 
| litan parishes generally through the Board of Works. I think as there is a 
|reference to a committee to make inquiries in reference to this bill and re- 
| port to the Court, this is a fair subject for us to investigate, and, I therefore 
| beg to move in the terms of the notice of motion. 
| Dr, Apranams: I second the motion, but I hope, that my friend by this 
proceeding does not intend to cast censure upon any person connected with 
| the corporation in reference to this matter, for I can assure the Court that 
| the officers of the Corporation are entirely exempt from all blame, and I will 
| prove it to the Court in!a moment, by merely reading the clause of the bill 
| as it was introduced into Parliament, from which they will see it was a 
purely permissive power to any board or vestry to pay what proportion of 
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| Local Authority think reasonable, and may confirm any payment or advance 
| theretofore made by the Local Authority for the purpose,” so that you see it 
| was merely a permissive clause when introduced into the bill. But my 


||Lord Mayor, just before it quitted the House of Commons, and 


|when none of the parties to it required such a provision, this 


|| clause was introduced into the bill, which makes it compulsory upon the 


| 


| Metropolitan Board of Works, to pay all the expenses and of course 
a portion of those expenses to the extent of 1/10th will have to come out 
lof the pockets of the citizens of London. I mention this because the Court 
| of Common Council when the bill was brought before them referred it to the 
Court of Sewers to watch the proceedings and do what was necessary therein. 
| The Court of Sewers had it under their care and watched it most carefully ; 
| but in the original bill they did not see any ground to petition Parliament 
| against it, inasmuch as it so little affected the interest of the ratepayers of 


|| the City ; indeed, there was not a clause in the bill which could make it ap- 
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py to the City. We didnot, therefore, feel justified in opposing, but the 
| bill has been so altered, and altered so as to support gas monopoly and in- 
trench upon the rights and interests of the public, that itis altogether a 
| different Act of Parliament from what it was a bill, I dare say the court 
knows very well indeed, that if a bill be introduced and the parties who 
|may possibly become interested in it do not see any ground for petitioning 
|in the first place, they do not obtain a locus standi before Parliament and 
| have no chance of opposing it afterwards. The consequence was, that when 
| we attempted to oppose some of those clauses after the bill came out of the 
select committee, we found ourselves entirely powerless. I make these re- 


Commissioners of Sewers were to blame because this very unjust clause has 
been introduced into the bill. i 
The motion was then put and carried by a considerable majority. 





ON THE PREPARATION OF ARTIFICIAL COLOURING MATTERS 
WITH THE PRODUCTS EXTRACTED FROM COAL TAR. 
By M. E. Korr. 
(Abridged from the Moniteur Scientifique, t. ii., liv. 86.] 


The dry distillation of organic matters, whether vegetable or animal, | 


from the great variety of products to which it gives rise, constitutes one of 


the most interesting operations of chemistry. The reactions to which | 


these products owe their origin are very complex, and some of them have 
been but little studied, as indeed is the case with many of the substances 
formed. If the body submitted to dry distillation could be maintained 
during the operation under uniform conditions of desiccation, temperature, 
and pressure, the reactions and the products would be much more simple. 
If, for example, wood be heated very slowly in close vessels, first to 100° C., 








then to 200°, 300°, and so on, there is at first disengaged almost pure water, 





then impure strong acetic acid, and afterwards a mixture of acetone and 
acetate of methylene; the maximum of charcoal is left as residue, and the 


marks because my friend seems to think that the Remembrancer, or the | 


least amount of tar and gas is produced, the latter consisting only of car- 
bonic acid and carburetted hydrogen. 

In practice, however, when wood is distilled in cylinders of iron heated 
from the outside, the heat only penetrates to the interior gradually, The 
outside layers are therefore the first decomposed; they at first lose water, 
then furnish pyroligneous acid and wood spirit, at the same time giving off 
carbonic acid and a little carburetted hydrogen. The inner layers in turn 
are similarly decomposed; but the products as they are given off are brought 
into contact with the outer layer, already in a more advanced state of de- 
composition and at a much higher temperature, and hence new reactions 
take place and new products are formed. Thus, the vapour of water in 
contact with red-hot charcoal is decomposed, and forms carbonic acid and 
hydrogen; a part of the carbonic acid is again decomposed by the red-hot 
carbon to form some carbonic oxide; a part of the nascent hydrogen com- 
bines with carbon to form various hydrocarbons; one part of the acetic 
acid is decomposed by the high temperature to form acetone and carbonic 
acid; another part reacts on the wood spirit and forms methylic acetate; a 
| fraction of the wood spirit and acetone are also decomposed, producing 
| tarry matters, pyroxanthrine, oxyphenic acid, dumasine, &c. To these 
| must be added the influence of certain nitrogenized bodies; and we can 
| understand how all these compounds, successively formed under the most 
favourable circumstances for acting on one another, since they are in the 
nascent state, and exposed to a high temperature, may give rise to the 
formation of a great variety of very different compounds, which will be set 
free either in that state of a permanent gas, or a condensable vapour, and 
| leave fixed carbon as a residue. The same takes place whether wood, coal 
bituminous schists, Boghead coal, asphalte, peat, resin, oils, or animal 
matters be distilled; but it is evident that the original composition of the 
material submitted to dry distillation must powerfully influence the nature 
and composition of the products. In those which, like wood, are rich in 
oxygen and poor in nitrogen, the pyrogenous products contain much acetic 
acid and but little ammonia, and consequently have an acid reaction; on the 
| contrary, the matters containing much nitrogen and but little oxygen, like 
coal and animal matters, give rise to the formation of much ammonia, and 
the products have an alkaline reaction. 

We intend in this article to confine our attention to the products obtained 
by the distillation and rectification of the coal tar from gas-works. Con- 
siderable differences are noticed in the composition of the tar procured from 
different qualities of coal and schists, according to the rapidity with which 
the distillation has been conducted. Some tars, for instance, contain but 
little benzole and much naphthaline; Boghead tar is rich in paraffine; 
others contain a preponderating quantity of phenol and benzole. 

Table of the Products obtained by the Distillation and Rectification of 
Coal Tar. 
Liquid Products. 
i.e, Gaseous 





Solid all 
Products. Acids. Neutral. Bases. Products. 
Carbon. Rosolic. Water. Ammonia. Hydrogen. 
Naphthaline. Brunolic. Essence of tar. Methylamine. Carburetted hy- 
Paranaphtha- Phenic, or Light oil of tar. Ethylamine. drogen. 
line, or Phenol. Heavy oil of tar, Aniline. Bicarburetted 
Anthraceine, Acetic. Benzole. Quinoline. hydrogen. 
Paraffine. Butyric. Toluole. Picoline. Various hydro- 
Chrysene, Cumole. Toluidine. carbides. 
Pyrene. Cymole. Lutidine. Carbonic oxide. 
Propyle. Cumidine, Sulphide of car- 
Butyle. Pyrrhol. bon. 
Amyle. Petinine. Carbonic acid. 
Caproyle. Hydrosulphuric 
Hexylene. acid. 
Heptylene. Hydrocyanic 
acid, 


Whatever may be the composition of the different kinds of tar, they are 
all submitted to distillation in order to isolate the principles capable of in- 
dustrial application. But, first of all, it is necessary to separate the tar, as 
far as possible, from the ammoniacal liqvor which is found with it. For 
this purpose it is heated for some hours to 80° or 100° C., by which it is 
rendered more liquid, and then the water separates more easily. It is then 
allowed to cool very slowly, and the water is drawn off by a tap placed at 
the lower part of the boiler. A certain quantity of tar obstinately retains 
the water, constituting a buttery matter, which may be allowed to run 
away with the water, to be added afterwards to another quantity of tar, to 
be dehydrated by a fresh operation. 

Experience seems to have demonstrated that the most simple process— 
that is to say, distillation over a naked fire at the ordinary pressure—is still 
the most practicable and advantageous. As the volatile products have but 
little latent heat, the height of the still should be somewhat less than the 
diameter; for the same reason, the head must be carefully protected from 
cold, and it is well to furnish the inside with a circular gutter, in which 
the products condensed in the head may be collected and run into the re- 
frigerator. By this means, the products are prevented from flowing back 
into the boiling tar and being decomposed by coming in contact with the 
sides - the still, which, especially towards the end of the operation, become 
very hot. 

In condensing the vapours, it is necessary to observe certain precautions. 
At the beginning of the operation, when the lighter and more volatile oils 
are passing, the worm must be well cooled to make quite sure of the con- 
densation. Later, when the heavier and less volatile products are coming 
over, the water in the refrigerator may be allowed to get heated to 30° or 
40°; and at last, when the matters capable of solidifying, such as naphtha- 
line and paraftine, pass, the temperature of the refrigerator should never be 
under 40°, and it may be allowed without inconvenience to rise to 60° or 
70°. At this temperature, the products condense emenpen but remain 
liquid and run with ease. If the refrigerator were kept quite cold during 
the whole process, it might happen towards the end that the condensing 
tube would become blocked up by the solidified products, and a dangerous 
explosion might ensue. 

At the beginning of the distillation, the tar should not be allowed to boil 
too fast. Some distillers at this period pass a current of steam at 110° or 
120° through the tar, to assist the disengagements of the more volatile oils. 
These in condensing form a limpid very fluid liquid, having the density 
‘780, which gradually rises to ‘850; the mean density of all the products 
united is about *830. It is this which constitutes the benzine of commerce, 
It contains a great variety of compounds whose boiling points range from 
| 60° to 200°. They belong principally to the following series:—Cn Hn e.g. 

amylene C;H;; hexylene (oleene, caproylene), C, i: heptylene (oenen- 
thylene), C, H,, &c., CnHn +2 e.g. propyle, Cy» Bias butyle, Cy, His; 
amyle, Coo H22, &c., Cn Hn — 6 e.g. benzine, C,» Hg, 
| When the density of the products exceeds *850, the current of steam is 
| stopped and the heat is increased. As soon as the temperature of the tar 
has risen to 200°—220°, the distillation recommences, and the oil condensed 
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is found to have the sp. gr. *860—*900, the mean being from °880 to *885. 
his product constitutes the heavy oil of tar, and contains phenol, creosote, 
and analine. 

Lastly, the ultimate products of the distillation, which on cooling become 


aside for the preparation of paraffine. They are placed in vats, which are 

cooled, in order that the solid matters may separate by crystallization. 
According to Payen, 2000 parts of rough oil or tar obtained by the dis- 

|| tiation of Boghead coal furnish on rectification— 

1208 parts light oil, density = *825 

200 ~, heavyoil, , = °860 


400 ,, pitch. 
The loss of 200 parts represents the gases, and the vapours and oils which 
[have escaped. 2900 parts of tar from gas-works using Boghead coal, dis- 
— in a similar manner, yielded— 





Parts, 
Water, slightly ammoniacal. . . . . - 168 
Light hydrocarbons, mean density, *820 . - 480 
Heavy hydrocarbons “< “S63. - 883 
Fatty pitch, solid when cold, liquid at 150° - 1195 
Lose,6 percent... . . co wt “e . 174 


2900 
| Before rectification, the oils are agitated for an hour with concentrated 
sulphuric «cid, the light with 5 and the heavy with 10 per cent. They are 
|| then allowed to rest for 24 or 36 hours for the acid and impurities to de- 
| posit. The oil is then separated and washed once or twice with water, and 
|, afterwards with a solutioa of caustic soda, sp. gr. 1°382. For the lighter, 
|2 per cent. of the soda solution will be enough, but the heavier will require 
||6 per cent. When so purified, the light oil is rectified by distillation with a 
current of steam. The condensed product, having a mean density of 815 to 
*820, is the benzole of commerce. 
_ The heavy oil is distilled without the assistance of a current of steam. 
The condensed product has a mean density of *860, is of a clear yellow 
colour similar to that of Madeira wine, and has the disagreeable odour of 
| sulphur compounds, formed by the action of the sulphuric acid. This may 
be destroyed by shaking the oil before distillation with a solution of sul- 
phate of iron, or after distillation, with the addition of some caustic soda to 
the sulphate of iron. A blackish deposit cf sulphide of iron is formed, and the 
oil loses its bad colour. 

Paraffine and the heavier mineral oils which drain from paraffine are 
purified in the same way, by means of sulphuric acid, which is sometimes 
combined with oxidizing agents, such as bichromate of potash, peroxide of 
manganese, and manganate of potash, &c., and subsequent washing with 
caustic soda. After the action of the acid and alkali, parafline is sometimes 
rectified by a second distillation, but more frequently the distillation is com- 
pleted by a second treatment with sulphuric acid, followed by a careful 

|| washing, after which the paraffine is mixed with 1 per cent of stearic acid, 
and treated with the caustic soda. The alkali, by saponifying the stearic 
acid, forms soapy flocculi, which envelope the impurities, and the melted 
parafiine is rendered perfectly limpid. 

The acid and alkaline residues of the above purifying processes are gene- 
rally thrown away, but in them are found the principles which may be 

{ utilized for the production of the colouring matters. The sulphuric acid, 
for-example, must combine with all the alkaline compounds, such as aniline, 
| quinoline, toluidine, cumidine, &c.; while the caustic soda must unite with 


the acid principles like phenol, creosote, and resotic acid. Vohl* has al- | 
ready proposed to extract phenol and creosote from the alkaline solution by | 


supersaturating it with the acid solution, decanting the oily layer which 

separates, and rectifying it over a naked fire. A more rational process, 

according to the author, would be the following:—Collect all the acid and 
‘alkaline liquors, and determine how much of the acid liquor would be suf- 
ficient to saturate a given volume of the alkaline. This being known, mix 
the alkaline solution with twice the quantity of acid liquor necessary to 
| saturate it. If the two be mixed rapidly, sufficient heat will be developed 
| to raise the mixture almost to the boiling point, and a concentrated solution 
|| of bisulphate of soda will be formed, which retains in solution the bisulphates 
|!of analine and toluidine, while the phenol and creosote easily separate in 
:| form of a brown oil. his oil may be separated while the mixture is still 
warm, and rectified. A light neutral oil first passes, and afterwards the 
| phenol and creosote distil almost pure. 
| _The solution containing the acid sulphates of soda and the organic bases 
yields on cooling crystals of bisulphate of soda, which may be collected on 
|@ filter. The acid liquor not used to saturate the soda solution may then 
|| be added from the mother-liquor from the crystals, and the whole heated to 
| | 60° or 80° C. Chalk or milk of lime is then added to partial saturation, 
|| the sulphate of lime is allowed to deposit, and the liquor is concentrated. 
|| Finally, the concentrated acid sulphates are introduced into an iron still, 
|| and an excess of quick lime is added. Sulphate of lime and some sulphate 
of soda are formed, the organic bases are set at liberty, and on heating they 
|| pass over and condense with some water. If the quantity of water be suf- 
|| ficient to hold the bases in solution, the distilled aqueous solution must be 
|| saturated with hydrochloric acid and evaporated, first over a naked fire, and 
} then over a water-bath, almost to dryness. The residue, placed in a retort, is 
| mixed with an excess of quick lime and distilled, when an oily liquid is 
obtained, which consists principally of aniline, toluidine, and quinoline, suf- 
| ficiently pure for the preparation of the colouring matters. We shall now 
| notice successively the compounds from which the colouring matters may 
be formed, and the colouring matters themselves, describing the most ad- 
vantageous and best-known processes for obtaining them. 

1. Aniline.—Unverdorben first discovered aniline among the products of 
the dry distillation of indigo in 1826. As it formed ecrvstallized salts with 
acids, he gave it the name of crystalline. In 1840, Fritsche made anthranilic 
acid by introducing finely-powdered indigo into a hot and strongly concen- 
trated solution of caustic potash. One of the most remarkable properties 
of this acid is its splitting up into carbonic acid and aniline when distilled 
with quick lime. 

C,,H,NO, + 2CaO=C,,.H,N +2(C0,.Ca0). 


— 
Anthranilic acid, Aniline. 
Erdmann first observed that aniline was identical with the crystalline 


was not necessary to make anthranilic acid, but that it sufficed to distil in- 

digo directly with hydrated caustic potash, the aniline being formed in con- 
uence of a real oxidation of the indigo. 

| Isatine, a product of the oxidation of indigo by weak nitric acid, also fur- 

|nishes aniline on distillation with caustic potash. Runge, 1837, first an- 





* Journal fir Prakt. Chem., Ba. ixxv. s. 295. 








| nounced the existence of three volatile bases in coal tar, which he named 


a buttery mass (or crystalline, if they contain much naphthaline), are set | ; 
| remarkable method of forming aniline is based upon the action of reducing 


of Unverdorben. Hofmann afterwards showed that to prepare aniline it , 


respectively kyanol, leukol, and pyrrol. Hofmann subsequently demon- 
strated that kyanol was identical with aniline, and later he proved that 
leukol was identical with quinoline—a base which Gerhardt had obtained 
by distilling the cinchona alkaloids with mineral ‘alkalies. Another very 


bodies on nitrobenzole. Zinin, by saturating an alcoholic solution of nitro- 
benzole with ammonia, and then passing sulphuretted hydrogen as long as 
any deposit of sulphur was formed, obtained an organic alkali, which he 
called benzidam, but which was afterwards proved to be aniline. 

C,,.H;NO,+6HS=C,,.H,N+4H0O+6S. 

— 

Nitrobenzole. 

Bechamp showed that the reduction could be effected equally well by 
means of ferrous acetate, or acetic acid and iron. 

C,.H;NO, + 6Fe + H,0, + 6A =C,.H,N + 6(FeOa). 

Before this, however, Hofmann had shown that nitrobenzole might be 
converted into aniline by the action of zinc ana hydrochloric acid. 

Lastly, Wéhler has discovered that nitrobenzole may be reduced and 
transformed into aniline by digestion and distillation with a solution of 
arsenious acid in an excess of caustic soda. 

Amongst other methods of producing aniline, we quote the following :— 
Phenol and ammonia placed in a stout tube, sealed and exposed for a long 
time to a high temperature, form aniline. 

C,.H,0, + NH, =C,,H,N + 2HO. 
——" 
Phenol. 

According to Hofmann and Muspratt, nitrotoluene and salicyalimide, two 

bodies isomeric with anthranilic acid, furnish aniline when heated to red- 


ness. 
C,,H, NO, =C,.H,N + 2C0,. 
Nitroluene. 

Of all the methods, however, two only appear to serve as industrial 
processes :— 

1. Extraction from coal tar. 

2. Reduction of nitrobenzole. 

Extraction of Aniline from Coal Tar.—The method which appears to be 
the most rational, and which deserves to be tried, would consist in treating 
the tar as condensed in gas-works, with hydrochloric or sulphuric acid, 
diluted with three or four times its volume of water. Mechanical means 
for effecting the intimate mixture of the tar with the acid might be easily 
contrived, but in the absence of any special contrivance, the end may be 
attained by half filling a barrel with the tar, adding one-fifth or one-sixth 
its volume of acid, and rolling and shaking the barrel until the acid has 
taken up all the bodies with which it is able to combine; the whole might 
then be run into a cistern, where by degrees the watery liquid would sepa- 
rate from the tar. The same acid liquid might be used over and over again, 








until the bases had nearly saturated the acid. A very impure aqueous 
solution would thus be obtained, but containing the hydrochlorates or sul-| 
phates of ammonia, and all the other organic bases contained in the tar, | 
such as aniline. quinoline, pyrrol, picoline, pyrrhidine, lutidine, toluidine, 
cumidine, &c. By evaporating this solution almost to dryness, and then 
distilling with an excess of milk of lime, the bases would be set at liberty. 
Ammonia, as the most volatile, would be disengaged first, and might be 
condensed apart; and, by raising the temperature higher and higher, the 
other bases would be disengaged. Aniline would be found among the 
liquids distilling between 150° and 250° C. 

The manipulation of the tar, however, is an extremely disagreeable ope- 
ration, and presents many difficulties; it is therefore preferable, in most 
cases, to distil the tar first, and only operate on the most pure and limpid 
distilled oils. 

Aniline. because of its high boiling-point, is never met with in the light 
and volatile liquids which first distil from tar. The most of it is found in 
those which distil between 150° and 230°C. These, according to Hofmann, 
contain about 10 per cent. of organic bases, mostly aniline and quinoline. 
The oils which distil above 250’ contain mostly quinoline, and very little 
aniline. 

The following is Hofmann’s process for extracting the two bases from the 
oils and separating them. The oil is agitated strongly with commercial 
hydrochloric acid. The mixture is then allowed to rest for 12 or 14 hours, 
and the oil is separated from the acid; the latter is treated again with fresh 
quantities of oil until it is nearly saturated. The still acid solution of tlie 
hydrochlorates is filtered through linen or wetted filtering paper, to retain 
the greater part of the cil mechanically mixed with the watery solution; it 
is then placed in a copper still, and supersaturated with an excess of milk 
of lime. At the moment of saturation, an abundance of vapours are given 
off, and the head must be quickly fixed on the still. Heat is now applied, 
so as to obtain a quick and regular ebullition. | 

The condensed product is a milky liquid with oily drops floating on it. | 
The distillation is carried on as long as the vapour has the peculiar odour 
of the first part distilled, or the condensed product gives the characteristic 
reaction of aniline with chloride of lime. 

The milky liquid is now saturated with hydrochloric acid; it is then con- 
centrated in a water bath; and lastly, decomposed in a tall narrow vessel 
by means of a slight excess of hydrate of potash or soda. The bases set 
free, unite, and form an oily liquid, which floats on the alkaline solution. 
This is removed with a pipette and rectified. ‘The rectified product is ani- 
line, sufficiently pure for industrial purposes, especially if we set aside the 
part distilling above 2¢0° or 220°, which is principally composed of quinoline. 

To obtain aniline chemically pure, the neutral oils forming part of the 
oily layer must be completely removed. This is done by dissolving the 
whole in ether, and adding dilute hydrochloric or sulphuric acid, which 
combines with and separates the bases, and leaves the oils in solution in the 
ether. The acid solution is then decanted, decomposed with potash, and 
submitted to careful fractional distillation. If the products are gathered 
separately in three parts, the first will contain ammonia, water, and some 
aniline; the second will be pure aniline; while the third portion will contain 
mostly quinoline. An alcoholic solution of oxalate acid is now added to 
the impure aniline, which precipitates oxalate of aniline, as a mass of white 
erystals, which are washed with alcohol, and then pressed. The salt is then 
dissolved in a small quantity of water, to which a little alcohol is added. 
From this solution the oxalate crystallizes in stellated groups of oblique 
rhomboidal prisms. These crystals are decomposed by a caustic alkali, to 
set free the aniline, and when this is distilled, water at first passes, then 





water charged with aniline, and lastly, at 182° C. chemically pure aniline. 
(To be continued.) 





| 


ees tceenenetatienietineenestadtattiesieteditaatensnsnsyrusamnencaenttionenate 











Oct. 23, 1860.] 





| _= 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
| The following report of the Manchester Gas Committee of their operations 
| for the year ending Midsummer last has been presented to the council :— 


| Accounts. 
| Your committee, in submitting the accounts of this department for the year ending 
June 24, 1860, report, that whilst fully aware of the importance of preserving, as far 
as possible, uniformity in the mode of presenting the annual accounts, they have 
upon the present oceasion deemed it desirable further to modify the form, with the 
view of enabling the council more readily to comprehend the results of the year’ 
operations. 
It will be observed that, instead of presenting 
and paid under each head, between the 24th . 
and, at the foot, bringing in the stocks and bale 





a statement of cash actually received 
ne, 1859, and the 24th June, 1860, 
neces at the commencement and close 





t 





Statement of the Lamp and Private Rental derived from the Townships within and beyond the ( 





June 2 











Within the City. ££ 24) &€ #4.) & @ d £ 
Tow nshi) p of Manchester, 
Private Rental, . . . . 40082 5 7 41235 14 4 
Public Ss we & 2 i oon Se 3044 10 3 
—_—-- 3293 14 6 ——-- 1425¢ 
Other Townships. 
Private Rental. . . . . . 2012216 8 21308 4 9 
PublicLamps. ... . . 1900 1 2 1945 0 8 
———— ———— 23251 
22522 17 10 
Total within the City . —- 67531 
(5316 12 4 
Beyond the City. 
Private Rental, . . .. 5642 4 8 
PublicLamps...... 3 0 2 5 + 
——_— . = 
Total beyond the City. . . .« 6145 410 ——-————. 6261 
GrossRental . . ... . 71461 17 1 73793 





Gross Rental, 1 
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Increase . 


> seen that the gross profit 
the previous year; leaving, 
£1 







amounts to "£64,7 779. 14s. 10d. ,as 
r deducting for interest £1¢ ng-fund account ie 
ss. 6d., a surplus of £35,217. 17 t he improvement and water- 
Xv orks departments. Tow: wis this amount, the sum of £12,500 was paid on the 
24th June last, leaving a balance of 7 to those departments in 
equal portions on the 25th day of D« 

"The amount owing on mortg 

















on the 24th day of June, 1859, 


rovement committee, and in 
the rate of £5 per cent. 


ineluding the sum of £40,5 ° 
res —- which your committee were 
annum), was £349,124. 7s, 1d. 


1 interes 





Table showing the i 








| Township within the 























Size 
Manchester. Hulme. Ardwick. 
of Meter. 

| 1859. | 18690, 859. | 1860. 1859 1859, | 1860. 
2 lights 3926 1564 1366 2853 } 547 645 
3 59 . «| 5101 66 1576 1780 | 1830) 446 170 
5 . «| 32 713 515 341 155 164 
10 55 oe 920 6 1l4 72 83 17 {8 
20 55 ss ae 462 28 24 23 21 22 
a a ae 176 ll 1 8 ) l l 
45 gp | 98 100 7 7 6 6 6 6 
50 45 « | 4 13 ov = ie - ~- 
GO iy, ° 44 54 1 6 4 4 2 2 
oe ws 35 40 5 3 $ 2 2 
109 45 . 99 99 13 2 5 4 1 

120 59 w ° 8 bs) i 1 oY 
200 59 ww ° 1 . . 

300 yy 1 1 1 l 

Total. . . «| 12988 | 13709 1165 071 1231-1364 
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Ilalf Year ending 
4th, 185%. 


* The reduced price within the City came 


wumber of cach Size of Meter in use on the 
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GAS COMMITTEE. 


of the year in order to ascertain the amount of the gross profit,—your committee 
have now merged those stocks and balances in their respective accounts, thus pro- 
ducing a simple profit and loss account, in which is shown the actual amount of 
income and expenditure under each head for the year. 

Your committee have much satisfaction in being able to report, that the sales of 
gas continue steadily to increase, the rental for the past year having amounted to | 
the sum of £154,658, 4s. 2d., being an increase of £9403. 6s. 2d. upon the rental of 
the previous year, notwithstanding the reduced price which, during the last six | 
menths has been charged to private consumers within the city, and by which the 
receipts, and consequently the profits, have been tediiced £7115. 10s. 10d. 

For the information of the council as to the amount of rental derived from the | 
townships within and beyond the city rea the following comparative state- 
ment for the last two years is submitte 





‘ity respe petra for the Years 1858-9 and 1859-60, 


Half Year ending 


Half Year ending 


| rotal for the | 




















December 25th, 1859. June 24, 1860.* year 1859-60, | 

8. £ead &eff.| & «adi & ad.) 2 ad. | 
42410 16 8 11942 14 3 | || 

3251 16 11 3054 10 5 | 

4 7 8757319 1 ——————. 45642 13 7 SEE pete! 4 8 90639 18 3]| 
22467 6 7 21852 4 1 | | 

2019 18 2 2080 2 10 | } 

5 3 3 —24487 419 }23932 611 | 48419 11 8 

1” 0 2 4 70129 18 4 68929 11 7 |139059 9 11]} 











7613 0 5 
587 5 3 








10 10 a seninsncaarctesiy 8200 5 8 | 15598 14 3 






| 
| 
} 


154658 4 





| 

| 
0 10 ( 177129 17 3 ts 
Se ee ee | 
into operation this half year. | 
| 
ar . £154,658 4 2 | 
a 145,254 18 0 | 
| 


. £9,408 6 2 
Your committee have, in pursuance of the resolution of the council of the 10th day 
of March, 1858, paid to the improvement committee the amount owing to that 
department, and have thereby effected a future saving in interest, by a reduction to 
£4 per cent., of £405. 10s. 9d. per annum = The total debt on the 24th day of June 








last amounted to the sum of £366,175. 8s. 4d., being an increase during the year of 
17,051. Is. 3d. . +. ° 
For the information of the council as to the rate of increase in the various classes 


of consumers, the following table, which shows the number of each size of meter in 
use at the commencement and close of the year (exclusive of hired meters, which 
on the 24th day of June last amounted to 91), is submitted :— 





24th of June, 1859 and 1860. } 












































Iiiving Meters. 


With the view of giving increased facilities for the introduction of gas into weekly 
tenements, your committee have, since the 25th March last, adopted the system 
of hiring meters and such portion of the fittings as are necessary for connecting the 
| same with the service—pipe ; and your comm e trust that the owners of this class 
orded of enabling their 












removal of the causes of the complaints fr requently made of deficiency of supply in 
various districts. This object has, to a considerable extent, been accomplished by 
the renewal or enlargement of existing or the laying of additional mains. Your | 
committee have under consideration proposed alterations in the mains leading to} 
Hunt’s Bank and Strangeways, with the view of increasing the supply to those dis- | 


. — Township, | In- 
Tote ud beyond the | Total. crease 
3eswick. Cheetham. within the 5s | during 
City City. the 
59 1860, | 1859 1869. | 1859. | 1860, | 1859, 1860, 1860 
73 91 820 931 9585 ‘1016 1080 12308 | 1643 
37 36 | 829 876 9769 870 10856 | 217 
14 17 308 332 3634 553 169 
3 4 78 80 1234 198 92 
5 | 5 15 16 549 59 13 
1 l4 16 201 16 15 
. l 117 9 3 
~ ° 4 3 15 || 
2 2 1 1 HE 3 14 
oe os 45 2 6 
4 5 125 10 1 | 
ee ee ° 10 1 3 fi 
in ° 1 1 1 |} 
1 1 1 1 4 a 4 e | 
157 | 2070 25331 | 27191 23805, ~ 3137 ‘| 28136 30328 2192 || 
| i nes |S 
| 
Street Mains. 
During the past year, the attention of your committee has been directed to the 
| 
! 


















































eee toleer tag mae see taal ope . 7» Bom toe ; l licht | tricts. The following is a statement of the pipes laid and taken up during the past 
. aaa iii . P 2 | year: 
Pipes laid and taken up during the Year ended June 24, 1860. 
— Dia. Dia | Dia. | Dia. | Dia. Dia. | Dia. Dia. | Dia. Dia. | Dia. |: Dia. Total 
Pipes Laid. 2 in tin. | 5 in. Gin. | 7 in. 8 in. 9 in, 12 in. l4in. | 15in. | 18in. | 24in. | Length, 
| Within the city— Yds Yds. Yds. Yds. Yds, Yds. | Yds. Yds. Yds. Yds. Yds. | Yds. Yds. 
Manchester . * * 2549 924 1151 735 | 3 6 | 765 810 894 303 | 1290 16360 
| Chorlton-upon- Medlock»... 1614 78 | 573 Fe 2 723 153 oo | oo | Ce 
| a «6 « «es * 6 « © = 675 135 c re | 3 o J 2091 | 
j Chectham . 6. se ew et te te 56 i a “ 7 3 a ‘ oe ee | 570 | 
| Ardwick. . 374 387 384 - | ws > ai 12 27 pea | | 3036 
Total within the - ken we ew oe 1521 1151 1563 | 3 6 | 765 1551 1674 ee 303 | 1290. | 26070 
Beyond the city. . a a a 2104 1278 01 1i07 | #18 1659 | 42 1200 a ions | o FT oo. 9 ty it 
——— ————— 
ji Zotellaid. 2 2 2 © ws we ww © 13322 | 7593 2799 2052 2670 21 1665 | 807 2751 1674 = 303 | 1290 36947 
| DEE "S « 0 se He ee we 303 | 1260 3063 | 177 | 1525 | 42 500 | 1210 | 100 | ‘ 6 | - ™ 8196 || 
| Net.increase . 28751 





It will no doubt be in the recollection of the council, that in the early part of the 
|| present year complaints were publicly made by various parties of the increased 
amount of their gas accounts as compared with the corresponding period of previous 
years. Your committee carefully inquired into all cases officially brought under 
||their notice, but failed to discover, in any single instance, any circumstances to 
justify a reduction of the amount charged. Your committee found that the increased 


consumption was generally due either to the more abundant supply of gas afforded 
in those districts where the mains had been enlargedand renewed, or to the increased 
consumption during the ‘daf-time, rendered necessary by the unusual darkness of 
the season. In corroboration of this statement, your committee refer to the 
record kept of the consumption during the different portions of the day, of which a 
summary for the years 1858-9 and 1859-60 is herewith submitted :— 
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“Consumption over make, 


702 





Comparative Stat 





t of the Co 








1858-59. 





Half year ending— Day-time. 


Consumption | Consumption 
in the in the 


24 Hours. 


ption of Gas, in the Day-time and during the 24 hours, for the years 1858-59 and 1860. | 
| 


1859-60. 





Consumption 
in the 
Day-time. 


Increase upon 
same Period of the 
previous Year. 


Increase upon Consumption 
same Period of the in the 
previous Year. 24 Hours. 





December 25 , 


eae 61,945,000 


340,898,000 
353,396,000 


Per Cent. Per Cent. 
60,776,000 14°6 10°8 


377,940,000 
76,116,000 22°8 


401,169,000 





Total... : 114,934,000 





| 
52,989,000 | 


694,294,000 





136,892,000 19°1 779,169,000 














s Valuation of Property. 

Your committee have had prepared by the city surveyor a plan, schedule, and 
valuation of the properties comprising the several stations, belonging to this depart- 
ment, in which the various purchases of land, and the chief rents charged thereon, 
are separately shown. To this it is proposed to add, during the present year, the 
street mains, specifying as accurately as possible the respective years in which the 
pipes have been laid; and, as these documents will constitute a valuable record, your 
committee recommend that they should hereafter be regularly kept up and revised, 
as circumstances may render necessary. 

_ Your committee have the satisfaction to report that the total amount of the valua- 
tion by the city surveyor (a copy of which, together with his report, is hereto an- 
nexed) assimilates nearly to that shown by the capital account, in the books of the 
department. 

“* The city surveyor, in accordance with the resolution of the committee on the 18th 
of May, submits the following valuation of land, buildings, and apparatus belonging 
to the gas department of the corporation, amounting to £261,895. 17s. 3d., which is 
exclusive of the main pipes and apparatus in the streets. 

(Signed) ** Jas. G. Lynve, City Surveyor. 

“* Town Hall, King Street, Sept. 21, 1860.’? 

Abstract of Valuation of Gas Stations, June 24, 1860. 
No. 1 Station (Water Street)— 
Land now let to the watch committee at £300 per 
GE: -g ss % £7,500 0 0 
£7,500 0 0 


No. 2 Station (Gould Street, Rochdale Road)— 
Land 38,973 1/9th square yards, including 2989 3/9ths 
square yards in streets) . . . 2. . « 
Ss 8 ps Oe ate te fe 
Ms eek ee eH HR 


£17,330 14 1 
63,851 14 0 
. 83,597.17 8 
———— Sree £ 2 





Daily Make and Consumption of Gas for Week ending Thursday, Dec. 22, 1859. 
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| 
| 
| 
| 











No. 4 Station (Every Street, Holt Town)— 
Land (4604 1/3rd square yards, including 595 7 are 
yards in streets, and 85 5/9ths in river Medlock) . £3,052 3 4 
ea eae a ee — 200 0 0 
No. 5 Station (River Street, Hulme)— 
Land (37,257 5/9ths square yards, of which 4131 8/9ths 
square yards are streets and joint ownerships) 
Des .. + + 6 6 2 © & & & «ow 
Apparatus. . 2 «6 © «© «© © © © @ « 


—_—_— - 


£60,180 15 7 
47,256 8 10 
28,926 3 9 
136,363 8 


Extensions of the Works. £261,895 17 

Although the manufacturing power of the works was, during the last winter, 
equal to the largely increased demand for gas, much difficulty was experienced in | 
consequence of the fluctuating character of the consumption, and the deficient pro- | 
vision for storage at the station. 

During the past year, an additional gasholder, 100 feet diameter, has been com- 
pleted at No. 2 station, the works connected with which necessarily threw out of | 
use during the last winter an adjoining gasholder of similar dimensions. Both of | 
these will be available for the approaching season, and the storage for gas at this | 
station will thus be increased from 800,000 to 1,600,000 cubic feet. 

At No. 5 station, an additional gasholder of 130 feet diameter has also been com- 
pleted, by which the available storage at that station for next winter will be in- 
creased from 1,600,000 to 2,270,000 cubic feet. The total storage at the two stations 
will thus be increased from 2,400,000 to 3,870,000 cubic feet ; and as your committee 
will thereby be enabled to conduct the manufacture with greater regularity, it is 
anticipated that the existing apparatus will be sufficient to meet the demand during 
the approaching season. In order that the necessity for the additional storage may 
be fully understood and appreciated by the council, your committee submit the fol- 
lowing statement showing the quantity of gas manufactured and consumed each day 
during the weeks ending December the 22nd and 29th, 1859. 





Friday. 


| Saturday. | 


Sunday. | Monday. Tuesday. | Wednesday. Thursday. ToTaL. 





Gasconsumed. . . ., 


4,174,000 
COpGIees . 6 + 6 


4,050,000 


3,583,000 


4,170,000 4,230,000 4,260,000 


26,973,000 
3,954,000 | 4,057,000 | - 4,001,000 


26,844,000 


2,281,000 | 4,275,000 





i 124,000 
Consumption under make 





3,751,000 | 3,391,000 | 3,640,000 


a 168,000 





| 216,000 173,000 


129,000 


oe 259,000 
1,110,000 ous ne 


| 
635,000 | 
| | 





Daily Make and Consumption of Gas for Week ending Thursday, Dec. 29, 1859. 





Friday. 


Saturday. | 





Sunday. Monday. Tuesday. |Wednesday.} Thursday. Tora. 





Gasconsumed, , .. 


+ «| 4,376,000 
Tn + « «-< « 


-| 4,440,000 


3,559,000 | 2,52: 
3,895,000 | 3,360,000 


5,000 3,350,000 4,004,000 4,115,000 
3,298,000 3,621,000 3,994,000 


4,267,000 26,096,000 
4,018,000 26,626,000 








Consumption over make. . , e 
Consumption wndermake . . . . 


; :) 64,000 





336,000 


oe 52,000 383,000 121,000 | 249,000 
825,000 nai a8 | 


ve | 530,000 




















From this statement it will be seen that whilst for the purpose of meeting the 
maximum rate of demand the apparatus employed, and the working expenses in- 
curred, were necessarily equal to a daily production of 4,440,000 cubic feet, the daily 
consumption varied from 4,376,000 to 2,281,000; the result being that, as there was 
no means of storing the surplus quantity of gas produced during the periods of 
lessened consumption, the productive power of the works had then to be considerably 
reduced, although the working expenses remained the same. 

As there is every probability that the consumption of gas will continue to increase, 
your committee are proceeding with such further additional works as are necessary 
for the full development of the large outlay already incurred. 

The works in progress at No. 2 station, and by which the daily manufacturing 
power of that station will be increased from 2,400,000 to 3,900,000, consist of the 
completion of the new retort-house (erected three years ago, but which has not yet 
been supplied with its internal fittings), the necessary extension of the purifying 
apparatus, and the erection of an additional gasholder, 130 feet in diameter, the 
capacity of which will be equal to 670,000 cubic fect. 

In order to complete the new retort-house, and to extend the purifying apparatus 
upon the most approved principles, experiments are being made under the direction 
of your committee, the results of which will, at an early period, be laid before them 
for their guidance. 

The works in connexion with the additional gasholder at this station are pro- 
gressing satisfactorily, and your committee have no doubt that they will be com- 
pleted during the ensuing year. 

The existing arrangements for receiving and storing cannel at No. 5 station being 
very inadequate and expensive, your committee have under consideration the pro- 
priety of erecting new stores, with railway communication, somewhat similar to 
those in use at No. 2 station. 

This addition to the works involves the diversion and covering over of a portion 
of the river Medlock. Taking into account the importance of obtaining means by 
which the large and constantly-increasing supplies of cannel required may be most 
readily received, and also the saving in the expense of delivery and storing that will 
be thereby secured, your committee feel satisfied that the proposed works are not 
only necessary, but will prove economical. 

In addition to the erection of cannel stores, it is contemplated to erect at this 
station a new retort-house, in lieu of an existing one which is in a dilapidated con- 
dition, and in situation and dimensions found to be most inconvenient and altogether 
incapable of improvement. This addition will be efiected at a comparatively small 
cost, whilst the daily productive power of the station will be increased from 


2,859,000 to 5,226,000 cubic feet, thus increasing the total daily productive power 
of the two stations from 5,259,000 to 9,126,000 cubic feet. 
Reduction in the Price of Gas. 

Upon careful consideration of the results of the past year’s operations, and being 
of opinion that by the gradual completion and development of the works, the cost of 
production will be still further diminished, your committee have resolved to re- 
commend to the council that the price charged to private consumers be again re- 
duced, from and after the 25th day of December next, such reduction to take effect 
both within and beyond the city; and that from stich date the following scale of 
charges be adopted, viz. :— 

Within the City. 
When the quarterly consumption is under 200,000 cubic feet 
200,000 feet, and under 500,000 a 
500,000 ,, »» 1,000,000 4, ‘ 3 10 
1,000,000 ,, + 1,500,000 ; 9 
1,500,000 ,, and upwards ‘ 
Beyond the City. 
When the quarterly consumption is under 200,000 cubic feet 
*200,000 feet, and under 50,0000 ” 
500,000 ,, 3, 1,000,000 <em 
1,000,000 ,, »> 1,500,000 —,, aon 


. d 
0 per 1000 
11 
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1,500,000 ,, and upwards a | ae 

By the adoption of the scale of charges now recommended, and without taking | 
credit for any additional consumption, the rental for the year ending June 24, 1861, 
would be reduced by the sum of £13,600, or thereabouts, and the rental for the year | 
ending June, 1862, when the full amount of both reductions will, for the first time, 
be experienced, would be reduced by the sum of £20,000. 

Your committee are, however, of opinion that credit may be taken for a consider- 
able additional amount of profit upon an increased consumption, as well as for the 
increased price which may be obtained for the secondary products of manufacture. 

Judging by past experience, your committee have every reason to anticipate that 
a greatly increased demand for gas will follow the reduction now suggested ; and 
that with the opportunity thus afforded of fully developing the improved and ex- 
tended resources of the establishment, the amount of profit will not be materially, 
if at all, diminished. 

On behalf of the gas committee, 
Marruew Curtis, Chairman. 

Town Hall, King Street, Sept. 26, 1860. 





Dr. General Summary of Receipts and Expenditure on Capital and Revenue Account, for the Year ending June 24, 1860. Cr. 


To balance in the bank and in the treasurer’s hands, 
WUE: 6 « 6 «= + «.¢ 3 .« OW ® 
Balance of sums owing to and by the committee, 
including stocks on hand, June 24,1859. 46,588 16 10 
Advances on works not completed, June 24, 1859, 2,715 8 5 
£63,272 
35,217 
70,805 


Balance of profit and loss account, June 24, 1860, as per statement, 
Loans received ee ae ee ee 
Materials sold, &c. (capital account), as per statement— 
No. 2 station £740 14 9 
No. 4 ditto a a a ae ° 
No. 5 ditto ies 


18 2 


5,000 0 0 
13,306 5 6 


Amount transferred from revenue account— 
For depreciation of works . , 
For liquidation of mortgage debt 


£189,192 4 11 








DES ge: 6 5 ee 82 ee 
Improvement committee, in payment of the ba- 
lance of the debt owing to that department, , 
Improvement and water-works committees— 
Balance of surplus for the year ending June 24, 
t+ ts Be wie Oe we SR FO 
On account of surplus for the year ending 
June 24,1860 . ..... - + 12,500 0 0 
Expenditure on capital account, viz. :— — 
New works, No. 2station . . 
Ditto, No.5ditto. . . .. 
Ditto, street mains. . . . . 
Ditto, meter proving apparatus . 
Ditto, hired meters . . . . 


£13,200 0 0 


40,553 18 9 
— £53,753 18 9 


amo $7000 
. . £9,269 3 7 

~ « 10,073 16 6 
. «12,580 17 2 

7 41 

a 252 4 6 

32,232 5 10 
26,705 7 1 


49,462 4 6 
£189,192 4 11 


Balance in the Bank, June 24,1860. . . . +»... . es 
Ditto of sums owing to and by the committee, including stocks 
on hand, June 24,1860 . . . . © © © © © © © © «© 

















a@ao@mee 


ee Bee 
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Tocannel . . ie e616 Cee HF ecw we 
Retort men’s wages. ye ae ar ee a ee 
Retorts, materials, and setting ae ee 
Lime and other materials for purifyin purposes, wages, &e. . 
Labourers’ wages, and wear and tear of stations and street mains, 
Salaries— 

Thomas Peacock, in-door superintendent. £300 0 0 

John ys , consulting chemist. . ° 100 0 

William Brown, manager, No. 2 station ; 250 0 

John R. Macfarlane, ditto, No. 5ditto . 200 6 

Thomas Rafferty, surveyor of street mains 200 0 

Jonas Croft, chiefclerk . . . ° 200 0 

John Bardsley, chief meter inspector . a wy 180 0 

Thomas Whitehead, late overlooker of street 

mains (portion of 3 ear). . — 121 7 

James Whittaker, ee rk in rental office ; ° 100 0 

Henry Lyon, draughtsman (portion of year) . 107 6 
Henry G. Warburton, clerk and collector of 

general accounts. 0 
Thomas C. Lever, inspector “of “fittings (por- 

tion of year) . . coe ee 0 

Charles Dixon, ditto, Meare = 0 

City surveyor (portion of salary) . . 0 

City treasurer (portion of salary) . 0 
Wages of meter inspectors and assistants in 
rental and inquiry offices, at 30s. per week 

OGGRE. «ce 6 te eee 


Collectors’ poundage— 
Philip Booth 
John Ashcroft . . a ee 
George Crossley . . 
Robert Hesketh . ° . 
Joseph Hinchcliffe. ‘ 7 a 
POUR Ws ow tw te tle le 
Charles Nickson +. ; 
James Shaw, receiver of ‘rentals paid’ in “the 

Oe 2.2% 6 + © 

Collection of arrears— 
Henry G. Warburton. . 
James Whittaker . . . 
William Stubbs... 


Chief and other rents and taxes— 
Chiefyents . . 
Rent, rates, and taxes on Offices, and on arches 
used as stores, pa 583 0 
Rates on stations and street mains | . 3,092 12 


£ 291 


Income-tax 
Amount transferred to capital account for depreciation ‘of works. 
Stationery and advertising Pg 
Law stationery, receipt, postage, and deed stamps, &e. ‘ 
Subscriptions to Infirmary, Eye a and Steam Boiler Asso- 
ciation . ._ 2 « e « * 
Clothing for inspectors, Sees iseane Set ee 2 — 
Miscellaneous expenses . ., . . : es « 6 «* :* 
Bad debts and allowances, . 


Balance carried down , 


To interest on loans, &c. (less income-tax). . ee 
Ditto on debt owing to the improvement committee — 
Amount transferred to capital account towards liquidation of 

mortgage debt, . 
Surplus payable to the improvement and water-works departments. 


PERMANENT ASSETS. 
No. 1 station (Water Street)— 
Land (now let to the Watch Committee at an annual rent of £300) 
No. 2 station (Rochdale Road)— 
Land, buildings, and apparatus, as per last repert . £124,204 0 
ess— 
Apparatus sold, &c. . . . £740 14 9 
Depreciation. . e- ° 1,652 15 0 
— 2,393 9 


£121,810 10 
One year’s outlay since June 24,1859 . . .. . 9,269 3 
No. 4 station (Holt Town)— ———_———_ 
Land, buildings, and apparatus, as per -_— report. . £3,522 10 
Less—apparatus sold, &c. a a 230 0 
No. 5 station (Hulme)— So 
Land, buildings, and apparatus, as per last report. . £117,723 
Less— 
Apparatus sold,&c. ... . £620 3 5 
Depreciation. . . . °° 1,566 10 0 
———_—_——_ 2,186 


£115,536 
One year’s outlay since June 24,1859 . . . . . 10,073 
Street mains— 
Main and service-pipes laid for the distribution of om, 
asperlastreport . . ° e 
Less— —depreciation. oo i 


. £133,825 
1,780 


£132,044 
12,580 


Meter prov ing apparatus, as per last report ° £210 
One year’s outlay since June 24,1859. . . . . 56 
Ditto ditto, hired meters . . . . . « a 252 


One year’s outlay since June 24,1859 . . 
Offices, &c.— 


Total amount of permanent assets, . 
FLOATING ASSETS. 
Cannel, retorts, and other materials on hand—re- 
youue account . . es =a «& & 
Pipes on hand—extension account. ‘ 
Gas-rents and sundry accounts due to the committee 
—revenue ‘account , . 26,034 17 
Accounts due to the committee—extension ‘account . 26 12 
Balancesinthe bank. . . . ...: - . 26,705 7 


£27,954 14 
7,979 13 





Total ame~ -* vt #2548 


11,410 12 11 
4,145 13 2 
2,985 10 7 
10,371 10 0 


4,382 17 10 


3,967 5 11 
2,250 0 ¢ 
5,000 0 0 
$2412 0 
387 9 1 
6915 0 
256 16 8 
32617 3 
645 8 10 


£104,555 18 1 


64,779 14 10 


£169,335 12 11 
. £14,984 16 10 


1,270 15 6 


3,306 5 6 
35,217 17 0 


£64,779 14 10 
Statement of Assets and Liabilities, June 24, 1860. 


£7,500 0 0 


131,079 14 


3,292 10 


125,610 15 


144,625 4 


519 6 2 


. £412,627 10 11 


88,701 4 0 


- £501,328 14 11 
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Dr. Profit and lows Account, Sor the Year ending poe 24, 1860. 
. £56,177 19 11 


By gas rental— 
Within the city— 
Private consumers . £128,673 : 7 


Publiclamps . . 10,386 $ as0.080 on 
a aeeeemaneennd , 


- £14,47217 8 
. 1,125 16 7 


Beyond the city— 
Private consumers 
Publiclamps . . 


Coke, tar,and ammonia water . . . +. +s +s - 
Meters ° 
Interest allowed by bankers (less commission, &e.). ° 








| 
| 
| 


LIABILITIES. 
Mortgage debt— 
Act of 1844—I1st charge - »« £96,550 0 
Ditto—2nd charge . . . . 
Act of 1853. , «© 
s.r ae ae a 
Actof1858 . . 
Total amount secured by 
mortgage 
Amount advanced by the Indian Relief 
Fund Committee . 
Ditto advanced out of the * Burial 
weeps. «+ 6 ww eo 8 


committee atinterest. . . 
Sundry accounts owing— revenue account . 
Ditto ditto—extension account . . 
Depositsinhand. . . . . e e« 


Surplus for the year ending June 24, 1860, payable to 
the improvement and water-works department . 

Less—paid on account . ° 

Balance, being the amount payable i in equal portions 


15,598 14 3 


cr. 


£154,658 4 2 
14,111 19 2 
245 8 ll 

320 0 8 


£169,335 12 11 


By balance brought down, being gross profit on the year’s working . £64,779 14 10 


£64,779 14 10 


£355,175 8 4 


—— * 6366, 175 8 
Purchases of land, the purchase money ays left in the hands of the 


11,621 10 


1,028 9 
£390,330 10 


£35,217 17 0 
12,500 0 0 





to such departments on the 25th of 
a. ee eee 


Total amount of liabilities . . ° 
Balance, heing the excess of assets Pr — 





Excess of assets, June 24,1860 . . . « 6 ¢ ° 
| Ditto, ditto, 1859. . . ine ee Oe le @ SO 


Increase, being the amount charged upon the profit for the past year *. 


towards liquidation of the mortgage debt. . . . . . « 


22,717 17 


£413,048 7 


88,280 7 


£501,328 14 11 


. £88,280 7 


74,974 1 


13,306 
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Burstinc or A Locu Katrine WatTeR-Pirze.—On Wednesday morning, 
one of the water-pipes which conveys the water from Loch Katrine to 
Glasgow burst in the village of Maryhill, a few miles from Glasgow. 
Information was despatched to the inspector, who was in a short time at 
the scene of the accident, but he had to proceed to Garscube Bridge to put 
off the water, and the consequence was that a considerable time elapsed 
before the very great discharge of water could be stopped. The quantity 
of water which escaped was, we may say, tremendous, and in a short time 
flooded to the depth of three or four feet several of the houses in two of 
the streets in Maryhill, much damage being of course done. The water 
rushed violently down a steep bank into the River Kelvin, making 
ravines and rugged channels in the streets, and carrying off the curbstones 
and causeway indiscriminately before it. In several places, the water col- 
lected into large ponds, and a number of pigs narrowly escaped drowning. 
Considerable damage was done to gardens, avenues, and houses. A num- 
ber of workmen are busily engaged repairing the pipe.—Scotsman. 


Tue NortTHERN MArIn OvuTFALL Sewer.—Tenders for the execution of | 


the great northern outfall sewer were received by the Metropolitan Board 
of Works on Friday last. The engineer’s estimate was £635,000, increased 
from his original estimate of £464,000, in consequence of the great advance 
which has since taken place in the price of materials. There were ten 
tenders for the work, viz., 

W. HillandGo.. . . - © «© «© «© « 


- « « + £649,660 
a a a ee ee ee Oe 


625,000 


TE ese OS eH ee ee ew wt 
i! ne ee ee 
See 8c 5 + we A te OH eH we SS ot 
J. Bolton and Co. . im ser. we We ee a ee 
a ee ee 
Lk A ee - « + 646,000 
ONO ce Go. ee we Se w wt oe oe Se ee 


ee ee ar a er * « 699,500 


The length of the line is about seven miles, extending from the River Lea | 


to Barking Creek. The tender of Mr. Furniss was accepted, subject to the 
examination by the main drainage committee of the sufficiency of the sure- 
ties, and the ability of Mr. Furniss to carry out the work. 


Tue ComMERCIAL TREATY WITH FrANce.—The Moniteur of the 30th 
ult. contains an additional convention, dated September 29, and signed by 
M. Thouvenel, M. Rouher, Lord Cowley, and Mr. Cobden, fixing the duties 
to be paid, after the 1st instant, upon British pig, bar, and sheet iron, steel, 
&c., on their importation into France:— 


1860. 1864, 
100 Kils. 
DOG... « 6 4:4 4% 4% 4 8 ee ee OO 8 Free. Free. 
Dross of ironand smiths dross. . . . .. +. . « « Free. Free. 
Raw iron in massive state; broken-up materials in castiron . 2f.50c. 2f. 0c. 
Purified cast iron, called ‘* mazée,” old iron filings, and broken- 
up materials in iron other thaneastiron . . . . « -3 23 3 % 
Pig-iron, and iron in prisms stillretaining dross . . . . .5 O 4 50 
Iron in square, round, or flat bars ; rails of all forms and dimen- 
sions; iron in angular form, in T form, and in wire form, with 
the exception stated hereafter . ...... +. -+7 0 6 O 
Iron in bands of 1 millimetre in thickness, or less; iron plates 
(flattened or otherwise) of more than 1 millimétre thickness, 
if in pieces weighing 200 kilos. at least, and the breadth of 
which is not to exceed 1 métre 20 centimétres, nor the length 
4métresand 50centimetres . . . .... +--+ +8 50 7 50 
Iron in plates weighing more than 200 kilos., and exceeding 
1 métre 20 centimetres in breadth, and 4 métres and 50 centi- 
métres in length DECI GSE eS Fa Me 
Small iron plates and black sheet iron of less than 1 millimétre 
SS HSS KM nck as rae ee eee, « ee ee 
(N.B. Plates of iron, or black sheet iron, if cut into any irregu- 
lar shape, will pay 10 per cent more than rectangular plates. ) 
Sheet iron plated with tin, copper or zinc. ees Fae 
Iron wire of 5-10th millimétre diameter, or less, be it plated 
with tin, copper or zinc, ornot . . ... .. ...i4 0 «2100 
Steelin barsofallkinds . . . . 6 «+ »« «© « « 14 0 13 0 
Steel in plates of more than 2 millimétres thickness . . 22 0 18 0 
Steel plates of less than 2 millimetres thickness . _ 30 0 25 0 
Steel wire, even if whitened for instrumental cords, 30 0 25 0 





Gas ExnausTers.—In a recent report to the gas committee of Greenock |: 
Mr. Hanter Jones says, “An exhauster, is, in my opinion, indispensable | 
where clay retorts are used—clay retorts cannot stand the pressure given| 
by the machinery through which the gus has to pass if the machinery is | 
properly worked. Then there is also the gasholder to lift after the gas is| 
manufactured. . . . The expense of purchasing and fixing an engine 
and exhauster would be in ail £395, and the annual expense of working | 
would be £69. 12s. 6d. Taking the saving of gas at only 25 per cent. upon | 
the present make at 2s. 99d. per 1000 cubic feet, it will show a money value | 
of £1830 per annum. Deduct £70, the expense of working, interest upon 
outlay and renewal, will leave £1760 of a clear annual saving by the use of 
the exhauster.” In another part.of the report, it is stated that the actual 
make is over 56,000,000 cubic feet of gas per annum, and the maximum | 
daily make in midwinter as exceeding 300,000 cubic feet. 

METROPOLITAN StREET Raitways.—the project: of introducing street | 
railways was brought under the consideration of the representative council | 
of the parish of St. James, Westminster, at their last meeting, by an applica- 
tion from Mr. G. F. Train, and another somewhat novel application from 
Mr. H. Greaves, of Abingdon Street, Westminster, for permission to lay 
down street railways in several of the leading thoroughfares of that parish. | | 
The first application read was that from Mr. Train, who proposed in order to | 
complete his arrangements for the more perfect development of his system in | | 
the metropolis, to lay down railways in the following streets, which or parts | | 
of which, were under the jurisdiction of that board, viz., Piccadilly, Regent 1} 
Circus South, Coventry Street, Oxford Street, Regent Street, Regent’s Qua- | 
drant, Regent Circus North, Waterloo Place, and Pall Mall; the whele of || 
which he proposed to construct entirely at his own cost and risk, with a|| 
sufficient security for the fulfilment of his engagement, which was precisely 
similar to the terms he had offered to Marylebone, Paddington, and St. Pan- 
cras. The second communicationwas that of Mr. H. Greaves, who begged to 
be allowed to submit his plan for combining a railway with gas-pipes, which 
would prevent the ruinous breaking up of the streets, and very greatly faci- 
litate the enormously increasing traflic. After the foregoing applications 
had been briefly considered, the sense of the meeting was taken as to the ad- 
mission of the two applicants, who, it was stated, were in waiting to detail 
their plans, which, on being unanimously resolved upon, the meeting was in- 
formed that Mr. Train had taken his departure, and Mr. Greaves only was pre- 
sent. That gentleman then appeared before the board, and exhibited some 
elaborate plans of his patent system of laying gas and other pipes, combined 
with street railways. He said, “ As the question of tramways was now under 
consideration, nearly all over the metropolis, he thought the time had arrived 
when his system, as well as Mr Train's, should be taken into consideration, 
and he was quite sure his (Mr. Greaves’) was well worthy the considera- 
tion of the present meeting. In answer to questions, Mr. Greaves explained 
that immediately under the rail he proposed to put the gas-pipe, to form 
the sleeper, and it was of sufficient strength to last for 50 years. The pre- 
sent gas-pipes used by the various metropolitan companies were inefficient 
to prevent tke escape of gas from the joints. His gas-pipe sleepers were |! 
patented, and formed one continuous structure, so that gas could not es- 
cape; and one of them was of sufficient strength to bear easily a weight of || 
30 or 40 tons. He could put down two lines of way in the same space as a gas 
company could put down a single pipe, and without interfering with the 
traffic. The omnibuses he proposed to run upon the rails would be of a 
comfortable description, and drawn by two horses, and would pass along 
as noiselessly as possible, thus doing away with the objectionable rumbling | 
noise of the present street omnibus. Upon the motion of Mr. Beal, seconded | 
by Mr. Watkins, it was unanimously resolved inasmuch as it was a subject | 
of too much importance to be decided upon by that meeting, that M. || 
Greaves’ application, with plans and estimates of the cost of such railway, | 
be referred for the consideration of the works committee. Mr. Greaves 
having handed in his plans and estimate, it was further unanimously re- 
— that Mr. Train’s application should be also referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Gas Lime As A MAnure.—After the annual meeting of the Royal North 
Lancashire Agricultural Society, held at Burnley, several gentlemen as- 
sembled in the large room of the Bull Hotel, to discuss the subject. Mr. 
Baxter said he had made some experiments with gas lime, and was per- 
fectly satisfied with the result of the trial. Last season, he had used abou: | 

















































































































































> 4 one “ 
Brice Current. 
CASTINGS, per Ton. COALS, per Ton. | 
Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas-Pipes, per Yard. Git nn le ee 
y e ian sceciatores s.3d. Boghead, at Leith..........0.6 . 45s.0d, | | 
a re P : - : ;. wa r ; -———>;- | Medomsley, Eighton Moor, and Kirkness, best.......¢. es | 
ljin. | 2in. $4 in. Sin. 4in. | 5in. | Gin. | jin. | 8in. Sin. 10in. 12in. | z Burnhope ieee Kigskone , 66 Capeldrae, Ist SNE ccccowaess ” : 
16 | 21 | 28 | 33 | 51 | 70 | 89 | 107 | 126 | 149 | 177 |208Ibs, | —° OW ---+s- mouse berienesniio’ ss in ates a 
; | New Pelton, Peareth, South Lesmahago, at —— . 4 : } 
| | | orkshire, Pelaw, Washington Hutton, | Arniston .. és 97 6 | 
: s | Yew. | De shire Fe 3 oar, - | as Peewee rere eeeeesees sone 
Retail ee to 10 percent. | rondon.| Glasgow. = Wales. | — e — South Peareth,.......... 7 O | Wemyss......cccce se ec age ae 
igher. | . | Statordsh. | PCION s+. seeseeseeseeerereeree 7 9 | Knightswood ........ccsccsecee 18 0 
= Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel.... 16 0 | Pirmie.........sseees eseccccces 15 0 
; '£ 8. a.) s. d./£s8. d./8 s. d.| & s. a. } cen | 
Fig Ton, eS sv szeecacsoosver 8 5 0|212 6/212 6/8 0 0| 8 5 0 FREIGHTS. | 
14 and 2 inches Socket-Pipes....| 7 00/6 00/6 5 0/610 0; 615 0 ” Qoastwise—Neweastle.—Per 7 a Monat “Gian a | 
gfands yay sees] 6M. 0/810 OLE 0/6 0016 8 0 | cuathan a hockener Ge Ai come sa. | Boulogne and Caio ego 0 | 
4 and5 ,, 3 o16 00/5 0015 5 0)510 0] 515 0 | cox. conan ag (a ambrpanchcanmanes 00 
6 in. and upwards . ,, oe} 515 0/415 0/5 0 0)5 5 0} 510 0 a 8 0 0 0|| 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast....| 5 10 0 | 410 0/415 0/}5 0 0] 5 5 O Dublin. 1] 3 0 ol | 
» and », cold ,, ..../610 0/5 5 0/510 0/6 00/6 5 0 | RxeterGuay 2. mee a 00) 
Tank Plates, § thick and above..!6 0 0'5 0 0!5 5 0/510 0! 510 0 | Holvetone 2 10 0 
: “ | London (Pool} ....+-..- 7 6 0 01) 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, poe ‘ <- RARSROED Samak wnes 5 0 15 0 | 
Subject to 40 per cent. Discount sec cit egies a ne . ; 
ne SS rs eee ee ee | Plymouth 00 
| 2in. |14in.|1}in.| lin. | fin. | Jin. | Ramsgate & Mar, 0 0}! 
ed ee er Tan | Mhitstable ....eeeeeee Stott ceesveses Bell 
. d.| 8 d.} 8s d.j Ss. d.| Ss do, 8S d. | Wey: i Tries Teni 
Patent Welded Tubes, from2to12ft.,perft., 1 8| 1 0] 010) 0 7] 0 5 0 4}! sana a | 
Wap Pac we 6in.to 18in.,each! 3 0] 2 0] 1 9] 1 81100 9 SUNDRIES | 
Connecting-Pieces, or Long Screws....... | 3 6| 2 3| 2 0] 1 6] 1 2:0211 wieiiialaeees ppicein nei es Oe Co Be. a | 
Bends, Springs, and Elbows—wroughtiron! 3 9/2 3) 1 9; 1 0; 010 0 8 Best Newcastle Fire-bricks .......... . per 1000 50s. 0d. 
Tees, wrought or cast .......... cosccccee| 4 O} 2 6) 2 0; 1 G6} 1 1,010 Cliff’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley ...-per 1000 55 6 
Crosses, wrought OF CASt......cseeceeeees | 4 6] 8 0] 2 6} 2 0] 16,1 2 Ingham’s Fire-bricks, at. W’ : : oe 55 6 
Tron Cocks...-.0.0+00se0. SI ARID: 17 6| 9 6|7 6\ 4 6|3 3 2 6 Wire eluy ACTOITS ..4.- 2+. sper See een rte te, 7 o} | 
with brass plug......... eeeeee 28 0/16 0/13 0| 7 0} 5 6' 4 6 | Tough Cake Copper ...per ton £102 10s. | Foreign Spelter secvees PCr tus ~ s0 ° 0|! 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plugs, and| 1 3| 0 9] 0 8} 0 6 0 5:0 4 English Pig Lead....... 9 21 0 {English Block Tin ...5 +» Hr 10 0 
Plain Sockets...... éocecsccsocesE gee) 2 81 'O Gite 7! 2 3; 0 0 3S WelchBarIron,inLoncon ,, 6 126 | Banca...cccccsevseeee 99 _ | 
Syphons, 2 quart...ccccvcccccccccccceses lS O114 O113 6118 0/12 0) — Tarred Rope Yarn......e.+-+e COA HE CORE SOROS ETO per ewt. 26s. 0d. 
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delivered at a cost of 4s. 4d. per ton. 


the rate of 3 to 4 tons per acre. 


from liquid manure. 


ing its merits on meadow and pasture land. 


had last year. 





been laid. 


It was delivered at the station near, 
and he put a man into the truck when it came to crush out the lumps, and 
he had another man removing it in a cart and spreading it on his land at 
He had tried it on both meadow and pas- 
ture land. He had tried some in the latter end of April or May last year, | 
which all agriculturists would remember for some time to come, and he 
had the best crop of hay grass from it, with the exception of that produced 
He used from 3 to 4 tons per statute acre. 
at a greater rate, he did not think the benefit would be great. 
tried it on ploughed land in any way that would justify his giving an opi- 
nion on it. As he had used 84 tons of it, he had some little chance of test- 
He tried it last year indepen- 
dently on meadow land, and it had given him the best crops which he had 
And from the after-grass, the healthiness of which any 
|| gentlemen could observe for himself, would be seen the utility of using that 
| kind of manure.—Mr. Kendall asked if this manure had affected the finer | 
| grasses and clover?—Mr. Baxter said, did not believe it destroyed the finer 
| grasses if laid down at the rate he had named; but if at a greater rate du- 
|'ring the summer season, it would affect not only clover and fine grass but 
allgrass. He laid the gas lime from October until the latter end of April, 
| fresh from the works—smoking hot. 
| lime was that it destaoyed the grass for a time, whether laid on in winter | 
| or summer; but, when it began to come up, it was dark green and luxuriant. 
||—Mr. Roberts asked if cattle fed well off land on which it had been laid?— 
| Mr. Baxter replied that they did, and on land that had not been turned up 
| for the last 20 years. He had tried it upon wet land, and on land where 
| rushes grew, and everything had been picked up where the gas lime had 
It was astonishing how cattle and sheep ate up everything off 
/it. In reply to another question, he said there was a great variety of land 
on his farm. The principal part of it was of a mongrel nature and of a te- 
nacious clay, and the subsoil betwixt limestone and greet, mixed mongrel 


The greatest objection to use gas 


pression t 


If used 
He had not 


| of late years. 


that was in it. 


held relative to ashes and cinders. 


80 tons of it, which he brought down to his farm from Bradford, and had it | substances, they were neither on limestone nor yet on the greet. The 
| manure oe to answer best on strong loamy lands. 

at, where land was really in a high state of cultivation, it would 
pay far the best to be used there.—A gentleman present stated that he had 
known some to be put on a plot of land and that it had destroyed all vege- 
tation, and that nothing would grow on it for three successive years.—Mr. 
Baxter inquired how many tons per acre had been used ?—The gentlemen 
replied about 8 tons.—Mr. Baxter said that was a very large quantity. He 
happened to be ina company where this manure was named, and a farmer 
stated he knew a meadow which had been tried with it about 20 years ago, 
and it had been worth nothing since. He (Mr. Baxter) asked what quan- 
tity had been put on per acre, and was informed about 20 tons (laughter). 
That was too great a quantity; he had only used 4 tons per acre, and his 
opinion was that it was a powerful stimulant. 
the winter season. He had a quantity brought in last spring, but he did not 
lay it on the land. Last winter, he suffered from having hay to buy, and 
he was then mowing a pasture on which he had put gas lime in, June, and 
although it had been burnt and somewhat stayed in its progress in growing, 
it had now double the grass upon it.—Mr. 
was an ingredient which had been largely applied to the soils in Lancashire 
The opinions held on the manure were as varied as those} 
His own experience was, that if they! 
had a thorough dirty field, that had been neglected in every respect, a field 
full of dirt of every description, and that was poverty-stricken in every res- 
pect, they might apply gas lime on a liberal scale for removing everthing 
Everything existing was then consumed and vegetation 
commenced afresh. He had done this, and his opinion was that it was the 
cheapest cultivator they could obtain. 
else could so cheaply eradicate all rubbish as the gas lime, and it also formed 
a good foundation for beginning afresh. 
cheapest means of eradicating the foul herbage they could possibly get, and 
it was also the means of developing the qualities of the soil. 


It was his im- 


The best time to use it was 


Neither machinery nor anything 


He believed it was ore of the 








Advertisements. 





FFARRIS and PEARSON, | 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTB FIRE CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W’, King. 
Originaily J. Pidcock, Esq. . 
NB. A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D’s, 16X12, 15x14, 2016, 16x18. 


(BAY, BAILEY, and BARTLEET, 
BERKLEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
Manufacturers of Chandeliers and Gas Fittings, and 
Patent Steam Gauges. 
AM 


ES NEWTON, 
(Established 1820,) 
FPIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, | 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 
Derét for STOURBRIDGE anpd NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
NOW READY, 


OL. VIII. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1859, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III., 
IV., V., VI., and VII. are still on sale. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
LBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The 


removal of the import duties ou Earthenware 
permitting the entry of Clay Retorts into England, 
Albert Keller, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of 
the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 
the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by him. They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form. ‘The price will be in proportion 
to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to 
their value. 
Communiations, addressed to ALBERT KELLER, | 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


OSEPH CLIFF and SON, 


FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
WEST DENTON, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Manufacturers of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Lumps, 
Tiles, &c. 

The seam of Clay from which these goods are made 
is noted for its fire-resisting properties. Prices very 
moderate. 

Office, 52, Quay Side, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 

For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 

and Alteration of Works and every description of | 

Gas APPARATUS, 

PROVIDENCE IRON Works, | 

MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


G** Stoves, Gas Baths, Gas Cooking | 
APPARATUS, warranted the best in England, 
at PHILLIPs’s, the original inventor and manufacturer, 
and general gas-fitter, &c., 55, Skinner Street, Snow 
Hill, Lonpon, E.C. 

PATENT SAFETY ATLAS CHANDELIERS, Sun 
and Star Burners, Outside Lamps, Patent Reflecting 
Lamps, Portable Coppers for either Gas or Fuel. Iron 
Best quality for Gas, Steam, or 
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Hot Water, &c. &c. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND GAS-WORKS » 
CONTRACTORS. 
IMPROVED MODE OF GAS MAKING, 


PATENTED IN GREAT BRITAIN, Ke., BY 


R. GEORGE WALCOTT, 
24, ABCHURCH LANE, LONDON. 


ADVANTAGES: 

The whole of the Furnace Fire is used, none being 
lost by reverse sides of flues or against covering arch 
of oven, which is not even required. The construction 
of the Retort is durable with great strengh—an ar- 
rangement whereby any Carbon encrusting the inside 
of Retorts is easily removed. 

Now working at the Banbury Gas-Works, Oxford- 
shire, St. Ives Gas-Works, Huntingdonshire. 


ILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS' 
IMPROVED MACHINE-MADE BURNERS, 
WROUGHT-IRON BATSWINGS, 
For RatLway STATIONS AND MARKETS, 
GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, 
BRAS3 AND IRON TUBES OF EVERY KIND, 
SUPPLIED ON THE Best TERMS, 
AT THE WoRKS, 
9, 10, 11, BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


(jAST- TRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 


with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pan3, Charging ana 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, on 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
LONDON. 











FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING, 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER HOSE-PIPES, 
WASHERS FOR STEAM-JOINTS, &c. 


jAmes LYNE HANCOCK begs to 
inform the trade he has considerably improved 
the manufacture of his FLEXIBLE TUBING, both 
PLAIN and GLAZED, Made all sizes in 60 feet 


| lengths. 


INDIARUBBER GAS BAGS, fitted complete with 
Stop-Cocks and Tubes. 

All orders to be addressed to JaMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized Indiarubber Works, Goswell Road, (oppo- 
site Spencer Street) Lonpon (E.C.). 


Avvisonx POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Ciay Goods. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Rends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 








CHARLES Hors .ey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civi) engineering 
in general, 











OBERT MACLAREN and CO,, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


WM SHEEN, Gas and Railway 
@ Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


CAUTION. 
TO GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS AND 
THERS 


OTHERS, 

[HE Undersigned hereby caution 

c Meter Manufacturers and others against in- 
fringing the exclusive right of the Undersigned to the 
use of the Screw Adjustment for regulating the Height 
of the Overflow-Pipes in Wet Gas-Meters, as described 
in the Specification of the Letters Patent granted to 
Crosley and Goldsmith on the 19th of April, 1856; as 
well as against infringing any other portions of that or 
any other Patent of the said William Crosley; and 

NOTICE is further given, that all Infringers of the 
said Inventions, or any portions of them, will be pro- 
ceeded against. CROSLEY & CO., 

103, SourHwakK BripGE Roap, 
Lonpown, Aug. 29, 1859. 


HITEHOUSE and CO., Boiler and 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
theprincipal of thelarge Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 


T° Mr. BENJAMIN WHITEHOUSE, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
WESTBROMWICH, near BIRMINGHAM. 

Sir,—I feel great pleasure in expressing my satisfac 
tion at the manner in which you discharged your 
duties as CONTRACTOR for the TELESCOPIC GAS- 
HOLDER, 150 feet diameter and 60 feet deep, erected 
at this Company’s Nine Elm Station in 1857. From 
that period to the present I have closely watched its 
working, and have never found the least defect either 
in workmanship or material. 

During the recent heavy gales the Gasholder, 
although containing upwards of 1,000,000 cubic feet of 
Gas, showed no perceptible indications of its influence, 
but worked as freely and easily as usual. 

RIcHARD JONES, 
Engineer to the London Gaslight Company. 

Vauxhall, London, Nov. 9, 1859. 


Wiican Gas Cannel and Coals, also 
SCOTCH BOGHEAD AND PIRNIE, for 
Manufacturing Gas and Oils. 
Analyses, and other particulars supplied on applica- 


tion to 
EMANUEL TURNER and CO., 
Export Coat Orrices, &c., 
34, CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 


(THOMAS W. ALLSOPP, Gas Engi- 
neer and Contractor, Castle Donington, near 
Derby, Manufacturer of every description of Gas 
Apparatus, Gasholders, Boilers, &c. 




















TO GAS COMPANIES. 
TOKERS’ GLOVES, 
lls. per Dozen. 
S, CARPENTER, 3, Bow ComMON. 


unt remarked that gas lime’ 
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PERRENS & HARRISON, 
Tue LYE FIRE-CLAY ann BRICK-WORKS, STOURBRIDGE, 


Successors to the late firm of J. and W. KING, 
and Sole Proprietors of their well-known CLAY MINES, are prepared to supply 
GAS-RETORTS, CLIFT’'S PATENT GAS-OVENS and FIRE-BRICKS 
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS, 
the superior quality of which will, they are confident, secure them further orders. 





BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 
keep always on stock their 
IMPROVED GAS VALVES 


from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had on application. 


These Valves are al! proved to 30 lbs. on the square inch before leaving 
the works. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 





CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK. 
7 


calf 
YS" 
full 


hi 


BROWN AND MAY’S PATENT. 


Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. 
Can be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 
NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


Wholesale Agents, Messrs. §. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 
Where a Sample may be seen. 


WALTER FORD, 
LATE 
PADDON and FORD, 
GAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY'S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


4 ue number of STATION *METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and 





Go RNORS for MAINS, up to 24 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and Ford. These Meters 
and Governors possess peculiar advantages as regards strength and freedom of action. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 


any required consumption. ‘These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 











F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham— Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


(Made from ‘‘ReGistzRED”’ Designs), with GLAss BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-RooMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 
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BIFTLEY IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
. Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINS, 78, Lombard 
treet. 


OHN ROGERSON and CO., 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 

all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas- Works. 

Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 

Lonpon HOUSE: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
BAKER and CQO. 


t (Contractors to Government). 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 
Every article manufactured at their own Works and 
Mines, Brierley Hill. 
FIRE-BRICKS, Lumps, Squares, Tiles, 
and Gas Retorts of all dimensions. 


CRUCIBLE and CEMENT CLAYS. 
GARDEN EDGINGS, of various pat- 


terns. 


BUFF and ORNAMENTAL TILES. 
CLINKERS and STABLE PAVINGS, 


noted for hardness and durability, being perfectly non- | } 
absorbent. 
Shipments on the shortest notice. 


ROUGHT-IRON Guides for Gas. 
HOLDERS, when Trussed upon scientific 
principles, are more capable of resisting strains, in 
every direction, than Cast Columns ofany form can be; 
and weigh only one-fifth as much as the latter. 
Designs and Working Drawings for Guides and Ties 
can be obtained of the Inventor, CHARLES D1Ixon, 
C.E., Chichester, Sussex. . 














GAS COAL. 


EAL, WALKER, and CO., Coal and 
COKE MERCHANTS, No. 1, Walker’s Buildings, 
SHEFFIELD, beg to inform the Directors and Managers 
of Gas Companies, that they are in a position to con- 
tract for the supply of the different sorts of best Gas 
Coal, such as best Silkstone, Barnsley, and others, at 
the lowest prices, which may be had on application at 
the above Office. 


ALFRED PENNY, Engineer 


WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
in Gas and Water-Works. 
*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch. 
OSEPH WILLCOCK 
(late BARLOW and CO.), 
Mechanical and Architectural Draftsman, Designer, 
Serveyor, an «Lithographer to Gas Engineers and Gas 
Apparatus Manufacturers, formerly Superintending 
Engineer at the largest Gas Apparatus Manufactory on 
the Continent. 
Patent and Designs Office, 89, Chancery Lane, 
Lonpon, W.C. 


(jEORGE ANDERSON, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers. 


FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 


simplified. 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above. 


BENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKs, 
Near DUDLEY, 


Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 
or shape required. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MODEL OR DRAWING. 

B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England. 

References given, if required. 
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THROCKLEY ‘ee FOR RICKETS & HAMMOND’S PATENT CALORIFERE GAS- 
: = STOVES, in Churches, Halls, or Shops; and for Conservatories, or any 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, GX. close apartment, a Pipe can be attached to carry away the burnt air. 


MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF | 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
&e. &e. 
Lonpon OrFices: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messre. 
Curistiz & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SOUTHWARK. 








ST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 


MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the | 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


















W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 


. : . ae . ’ 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality b in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and’ the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties Seneveuted in the aking of Gas. Smite . 

The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 


London Agents: CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent’s Park Basin. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 


N.B.—Ezport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 
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KING BROTHERS beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are 
made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for Burning Retorts, by which 
Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them 


FREE FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. 


By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 


RETORT OVENS, FIRE-BRICKS, GUARDS, SADDLES, RABBITTED BURS, FLUES, AND QUARRIES, ARE ALL 
MANUFACTURED OF THE SAME QUALITY OF CLAY. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS, 
“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, 


Experimental Meters, Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 
STREET-LAMP GOVERNORS AND LAVA BURNERS, 














19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
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JAMES MEACOCK 


jPATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER cay 
® 7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. | 








wr ESTABLISHED 1836. 








Wess") J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
toll which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 
ee | These METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the Requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT 





] | 
EDs | ~s 
GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO, | 
(SUCCESSORS TO THE LATE SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 
| 














COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
“Establishes 1816. 


PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
STATION-METERS & GOVERN OBS, 
CONSUMERS METERS & GOVERNORS, 


AND OTHER GAS APPARATUS. A1so, 
METERS FOR MEASURING WATER. | 


[MPROVED LOW-SPOUTED GAS-METER,| 


WITH 
| 
| 


NEW PATENT FLOAT ARRANGEMENT. 


The Float A is partitioned off from the front frame considerably. below || 
the water-line, and is pierced perpendicularly by a tube B. | 

A large gas-way, C, is left between the top of the partition and the valve- | 
seat. The small tube D, in which the fioat-wire works, is fixed to the top rf 
of the partition, and comes down below the water-line inside the tube B. 1 
The float-wire is soldered to the float at E, so as to allow water to pass ped | 
the tube D, in order to seal it. The chamber above the float is open to the}| 


outlet through the hole K. 
| 


The action of this float is exactly opposite to that of ordinary meters. 
The float is elevated by sudden pressure, and the valve cannot be closed ex- 
cept through want of water. 


















































| 
W. P. and Co. beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies 


and others to this New Patent Meter, which entirely overcomes the}| 
difficulty experienced by ordinary wet meters, owing to the shart 
range of the float, which is necessary in order to meet the require-|| 
ments of the “Sale of Gas Act.” 





























They. are mais to dail | 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 


of the most approved description, graduated by the Standard. 
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PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


CROSLEY & CQO, 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
1038, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, S.E. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. 


Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to| 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 


Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENT METERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c., &c., similar 
to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 


CROSLEY & CO. are also prepared to supply Gas Companies and others with 


DUPLICATES of Mr. KING’S CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 


similar to that manufactured by them, and verified by the ASTRONOMER ROYAL, and Proressorn MILLER, of Cambridge, on 
behalf of the Government, which was deposited by C. & Co. in the Office of the COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the EXCHEQUER 
before Noy. 13, 1859, in compliance with the “ Act for Regulating Measures nsed in Sales of Gas,” They also supply 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 
Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 





C. and Co. are the only house in the trade which has for years manufactured Meters 
according to the standard measure set forth in the 2nd Section of the “Sale of Gas 
Act,” and which also comply with the rules laid down in the Section for testing 
meters. Purchasers of C. and Co.’s Meters may therefore be secured against any addi-| 
tional expenses being incurred in order to adapt their Meters to the requirements 
of the new Act. 


—e- gga | WN. D E FE R T E 8, ieee ~ — 


CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
cnventor and atentec 


WET GASMETERS, 


WITH SELF-ADJUSTING WATER-LINE; 


DRY METERS, 
GAS-HEATING BATHS, OVENS, STOVES, 
GAS FIRES with INDESTRUCTIBLE FUEL, 
§e., Fc. 

FACTORY: DIANA PLACE, FITZROY SQUARE. OFFICE: 406, EUSTON ROAD, LO 

Eight Doors from Factory. 




















| 





























Attempts having been made to construct Self-Supplying Apparatus to Wet Gas-Meters upon the Bird Fountain principle,—which, although un- | 
erring to supply water in the open atmosphere, has not wholly succeeded so as to be relied upon when enclosed ina Gas-tight Meter Case,—N. Dernizs 
begs leave most respectfully to acquaint Gas Companies, and the Public in general, that he has constructed his PATENT WET GAS-METER upon || 
a method entirely different, being founded on the well-known principle of the self-acting supply of the Oil Lamp, which has never been applied for the | 
adjustment of the Meter Water-Line before, and which, by the admission of external air to a chamber scaled from Gas, will never fail to faithfully 
perform its required function. They are of the very best materials and workmanship, will stand more pressure than is required as the test for sound- 
ness by the New Act, are guaranteed to prevent surreptitious burning without detection, and will be kept in repair free of charge for seven years. 


N. DEFRIES’S CELEBRATED DRY METERS, | 


of which more than 80,000 are in use in Palaces, Churches, Chapels, Royal Dockyards, Club Houses, Public Offices, and other Buildings throughout 
the Empire and Continent, which have done so much in checking surreptitious burning, and simplified the fitting up of Gas. 

To remove any doubt of accuracy of measurement his Meter for 1500 lights, in use upwards of ten years at the Royal Italian Opera, until that | 
Building was destroyed by Fire, was long afterwards dug out of the burnt ruins, then tested by the Chartered Gas Company in the presence of George 
Lowe, Esq., F.R.S., and other Chief Officers, and found inflexibly correct. Also, on the 9th of June, 1858, at the Western Gas- Works, his Meter for | 
150 lights, after considerable use, was doubted, and subjected to the most variable tests—from the full lighting to a single Jet—and in each case, as in| 
other instances, accuracy was finely indicated. 

As to durability, his two large Meters at the Thames Tunnel have been in use night ar:' day for upwerJs of twelve years—one continuation of | 
dark hours—subjected to the wear and tear of seventy-five years as compared with the ordinary business ho::rs « f using Gas above ground. 


LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS BILL. 
All Meters constructed by N. DEFRIES are guaranteed to pzss the Provisions of the Standard. 


No alteration has been necessary in the Meters he continues to supply to the Chartered, Imperial, City of London, Equitable, and other large 
Companies, his accustomed range of 1 per cent. over and under meeting all the desired requirements ; whereas, by the New Act, a greater departure 




















from accuracy—viz., 2 per cent. fast to 8 per cent. slow —is permitted 
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SALE OF GAS ACT. 


MESSRS. CROLL, RAITT, AND CO., 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-METER, 


Also Manufacture and Supply 


TEST GAS-HOLDERS. 


And other Apparatus required by the Inspectors appointed in pursuance of the above Act. 
Application for particulars to be made to the Factory, 


CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 
ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURER OF 
CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING & NON-COMPENSATING WET GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 
EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &e. 


« Analysis of Gas for Practical Men,” by A. Wricurt, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. Pricz-Lists on App.icaTion. 


JAMES RUSSELL AND SONS, 


CROWN TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE 


WAREHOUSE : 
81, UPPER GROUND STREET, BLACKFRIARS, 
LONDON, S. 
Tue ORIGINAL Inventors, anp FIRST ManuractTurEeRs OF THE 
Patent Wrought-Iron Tubes for Gas, Steam, Water, &c., &c.; Enamelled Tubing, and 
Glazed ditto. 
Russell and Howell’s Homogeneous Tubes; and Agents for G. F. Muntz’s Solid Brass Tubes. 


EVERY VARIETY OF FITTINGS. 


TRADE Gy MARK. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every afticle connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE, BLACK &’GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. | 





























Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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